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Cuban Business Activity at Peak 
Levels; Retail Sales Excellent 


Business activity in Cuba held at peak levels in April. 

Sales in general were excellent throughout the country, and slight 
declines noted in certain lines in Santiago were attributed to the after- 
math of political tensions in that area. The demand for automobiles, 
trucks, tires, farm machinery, and industrial equipment was strong, and 


sales of white goods, television sets, 
radios, and electrical appliances were 
particularly high. 

Commercia] bank clearings for April 
reached an alltime high of $552 million, 
an increase of 10 percent over the 
preceding month and 23 percent over 
April 1956. Inbound cargo through the 
Havana port was about 21 percent 
below the record total registered for 
March but was still about 18 percent 
above the figure for April 1956. 


Eighty-two of Cuba’s 161 sugar mills 
had completed grinding operations by 
the end of April, and indications were 
that total sugar production for the 
year would be substantially in excess 
of the original goal of 5.15 million 
Spanish long tons; unofficial estimates 
ranged from 5.35 million to 5.4 million 
Spanish long tons. 


Continued generous rainfall and other 
favorable growing conditions suggested 
the possibility of a 1958 sugar crop 
exceeding 6 million Spanish long tons. 
Cuba sold an additional 150,000 tons 
of sugar to the Soviet Union in the 
month at $0.0612 a pound f.o.b. Cuba, 
for delivery in April through July. This 
brought total sales of Cuban sugar to 
Russia in 1957 to 350,000 Spanish long 
tons. 


New Plant To Be Built 


Construction on Cuba’s first tele- 
phone equipment assembly plant will 
begin soon, it was announced. The local 
firm is an affiliate of the International 
Telephone & Telegraph Corp. and will 
produce telephones, automatic ex- 
changes, and other equipment required 
for the expansion of the Cuban Tele- 
phone Co.’s facilities by a total of 
107,400 new telephones in the next 5 
years. The target date for completion 
of the new plant is Jume 1958. 

A newly organized Cuban shipping 
firm, the Compania Naviera Navas, 
8.A., obtained financial backing from 
the Cuban Foreign Trade Bank to pur- 
chase and operate 6 cargo ships total- 





ing about 40,000 tons gross, the Cuban 
press reported. 

Two new international air-passenger 
services were inaugurated in the month, 
On April 18, the Cia. Cubana de 
Aviacion inaugurated a biweekly flight 
between Havana and Nassau with a 
short stopover at Varadero on both 
outgoing and incoming flights. Daily 
BOAC flights from Nassau to Miami, 
connecting with Cubana flights to 
Havana, complete a circle route be- 
tween Miami-Nassau-Havana. 


The inaugural flight of the Cia. 
Chilena de Aviacion (Ala) arrived in 
Havana from Santiago de Chile on 
April 12. This flight, originating in 
Santiago, will make intermediate stops 
at Antofagasta, Guayaquil, and Pana- 
ma; the return flights, originating in 
Havana, will stop at Panama and 
Guayaquil only. It is understood that 
the inaugural flight is one of eight 
authorized by the Cuban authorities, 
and that negotiations are in progress 
for the granting of a permit on a 
permanent basis. 

The President’s annual budget mes- 
gage, sent to congress at the end of 
April, asked for a balanced budgetary 
operation in the fiscal year, 1957-58, 
at a level of 347 million pesos, an in- 
crease of 17 million pesos over the 
1956-57 budget (1 peso=US$1). The 
principal increases in the budget are: 
Almost $9 million to pay for the restor- 
ation of the 5-percent wage cut imposed 
on Government employees in 1954; and 
$8 million to pay for the increased cost 
servicing the public debt, caused pri- 
marily by the issuance of Economic and 
Social Development Plan bonds. Other 
items in the budget are substantially 
the same as those contained in the 
current budget. 


Bond Issue Planned 
The President of the National Bank 
of Cuba, in his capacity as Director 
General of the Economic and Social 
(Continued on page $1) 





Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of worl 
trade—from comprehensive 
and business data to details 


export and import regulations, 
quickly and directly available t 
businessmen in their own 
through the 33 Field Offices of the 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 

Conveniently located in the bug. 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep abreast 
of developments in the United State 
and abroad. Aided.by the current 
information and publications sent to 
them regularly from Washington, 
they are well equipped to serve worlg 
traders in their communities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham. 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur. 
nished with Department publications 
and reference materials for use by 
businessmen, 


The addresses of the Department’s 
Field Offices follow: 


Albuquerque, N. Mex., Room 821, Post 
Office Bidg. 

Atlanta 3, Ga., 604 Volunteer Bldg., @ 
Luckie St. NW. 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. 8. Post Office and 
Courthouse Blag. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y¥., 117 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, 38. C., Area 2, Sergeant 
Jasper Bldg., West End Broad St. 
heyenne fo., 307 Federal Office Bldg. 
hicago 6, Dli., 326 W. Jackson Blvd. 
incinnati 2, Ohie, 442 U. 8. Post Offcs 
and Courthouse. 
leveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 
allas 1, Tex., Room 3-104, Merchandis 
Mart, 8. Ervay St. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse, 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 

Greensboro, N. é., Room 407, U. 8. Post 
Office =< 

——— 2, Tex., 624 First National Bank 

g. 

Jacksonville 1, Fia., 425 Federal Blas, 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bldg, 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway, 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bldg. 

Miami 32, a., 300 NE. First Ave. 

Minneapolis 1, Minn., 219 Metropolitan 


Bldg. 
New Getcane 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave 
New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th St. 
Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St 
Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave, 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 
Portland 4, Greg., 217 Old U. 8. Court 

house. 
pone. Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

eas 1, Va., Room 409, Post Offe 

ag 

t. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal sie 
alt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple 
San Francisco ii, Calif, Room 419 Cur 

tomhouse. 
Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8. Courthouse ani 

Post Office Bldg. 
Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 

For local telephone numbers consult 
U. 8. Government section of phone book 
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_|mports Show Substantial Increase 





Japanese Industrial Production Rises 


The Japanese economy in the first quarter of 1957 was charac- 
terized by a continued high level of industrial activity stimulated by 
rising domestic demand for producer and consumer goods, which also 
resulted in a substantial increase in imports and a rapid deterioration 


in the balance of payments. 

- Industrial production was up by an 
estimated 17 percent over the corre- 
sponding quarter of 1956. Output in 
some industries was restricted by the 
intensification of bottlenecks in trans- 
portation and power facilities and to a 
lesser extent by inadequate steel 
supplies. 

The rapid rate of credit expansion 
evident in 1956 continued unabated. 
Bank loans reached a new high, re- 
flecting the heavy demand for bank 
financing of import bills and industrial 
funds for the modernization and ex- 
pansion of productive facilities, espe- 
cially in the iron and steel, chemical 
fibers, and chemical industries. The 
price level was relatively stable in con- 
trast to a persistent rise in 1956. 

Imports, Exports Up 

Owing to a high level of domestic 
demand and the necessity to counter- 
act inflationary pressures, imports for 
the quarter were running at an annual 
rate of $4.3 billion, showing an increase 
of 54 percent, as compared with the 
rate for the first quarter of 1956. 
Exports were at an annual rate of 
$2.6 billion, up 17 percent. Japan re- 
corded a balance-of-payments deficit of 
$131.6 million for the January-March 
period, as compared with a surplus of 
$123.6 million for the like period last 
year. 

Some observers were ap>rehensive 
that the high level of domestic demand 
would produce a further strain on the 
balance of payments by increasing the 
pressuwe for import payments and by 
causing a diversion of industrial output 
from export markets to internal con- 
sumption. 

In these circumstances it became 
hecessary to initiate action to restrict 
credit expansion, restrain investment, 
and to correct the disequilibrium in the 
balance of payments. The Bank of 
Japan increased its basic discount rate 
from 7.6 percent to 8.4 percent on May 
7 in a major effort to restrict the 
tendency toward too rapid economie 
expansion and ease the strain on pre- 
vailing resources. This action may also 
tend to force the steel, chemical, coal, 
and other industries in need of moderni- 
zation and expansion to rely to a 
greater extent on external financing. 
In the absence of such financing, the 
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high rate of imports may be expected 
to decline in the latter part of 1957. 

Industrial production in the first 
quarter was at a relatively high level 
despite the seasonal slump in some 
sectors and the increased gap between 
supply and demand in the transpor- 
tation and power industries. Output in 
February was running 17 percent above 
the comparable 1956 level although it 
declined as compared with the sea- 
sonal high for December 1956. A major 
strike in the coal industry aggravated 
the power bottleneck and increased the 
rather substantial freight back-log. The 
lack of adequate energy resources was 
a major bottleneck in the metal and 
chemical industries which are impor- 
tant power consumers. 


The rise in production of durables 
and nondurables in March over January 
was indicative of the continued high 
level of activity. Rubber, leather, tex- 
tiles, and other consumer-good products 
showed significant increases in anticipa- 
tion of spring ‘and summer demand. 
Cement production, responding to a 
high level of construction activity, in- 
creased by more than 15 percent. 
Machinery production increased by 
some 10-15 percent and was more than 
30 percent above the level attained in 
1956. The production of electric ma- 
chinery established an alltime high. 


Foreign Trade Rises 

The large volume of imports of raw 
materials noted in recent months led 
to high inventory levels, particularly of 
raw cotton, nonferrous ores, nonmetal- 
lic minerals, and ferrous raw materials. 
The ratio of inventories to production 
or consumption, however, did not ad- 
vance substantially in most industries. 
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The sharp rise in imports resulting 
in a substantial trade deficit was the 
most striking feature in Japan’s foreign 
trade in the quarter. Imports were up 
by 54 percent to $1,065.2 million and 
exports at $656.6 million increased by 
17 percent. Consequently, the mer- 
chandise trade deficit for the first 
quarter amounted to $408.6 million, 
against a first-quarter deficit of $133 
million last year. 

The commodity pattern of Japan’s 
import trade continued to reflect the 
heavy demand for raw materials for 
industrial expansion, and the reduced 
need for imported food supplies, owing 
to bumper foodgrain crops. With the 
exception of barley, all major food 
commodities such as rice and wheat 
showed a decline, as compared with the 
first quarter of 1956. Raw wool imports 
were up by 60 percent to $76 rrillion, 
and raw cotton at $138 million in- 
creased by nearly 40 percent, Similarly, 
iron-ore imports were up by more than 
50 percent to $41 million. The value 
of iron and steel-scrap imports 
amounted to $90 million, which is about 
50 percent of the total imports for 
calendar year 1956. Petroleum at $116 
million rose sharply by 60 percent. 

The export pattern was indicative of 
the growing importance of synthetic 
fibers and machinery in Japan’s indus- 
trial complex. Traditional Japanese 
exports such as cotton fabrics, and fish 
and fish preparations showed no signifi- 
cant change, as compared with the first 
quarter of 1956. The major categories 
of machinery were more than twice the 
value of shipments for the first quarter 
last year. Ship exports at $97 million 
accounted for more than half of the 
17-percent rise in total shipments. 
Aggregate exports of spun-rayon fab- 
rics and rayon fabrics amounted to 
almost $50 million, showing an increase 
of about 80 percent. Increased domes- 
tic demand for raw materials was 
reflected in the 25-percent decline in 
exports of iron and steel. 

The rate of increase in Japan’s im- 
ports from the United States for the 
first quarter of 1957 was appreciably 
greater than the rate of increase which 
occurred.on a world-wide basis. Imports 
by Japan from the United States for 
January-March amounted to $419 mil- 
lion, or almost twice the value of 
imports from the United States for 
the first quarter of 1956. Aggregate 
exports to the United States for 
January-March at $120 million in- 
creased by 5 percent which was sub- 

(Continued on page 28) 
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Angolan Economy Expands Despite 
Traditional Labor, Other Shortages 


The Angolan economy expanded steadily in most of its important 
sectors in 1956, and the outlook at the year’s end was for still greater 


advancement in 1957. 


The economic attractions of Angola and the efforts of the Por- 
tuguese Government to encourage emigration from the homeland were 


evident in the census estimate taken at 
the end of 1955, which indicated a 39- 
percent increase in the white popula- 
tion to 109,568, as compared with the 
1950 figures of 78,903. In Luanda, the 
capital city, as in most of the principal 
towns, the population growth was re- 
flected in booming residential and com- 
merial construction. Unfortunately, 
however, the increase in Portuguese 
immigration did little to alleviate the 
deficiency in technical and managerial 
workers. Apart from a few fishermen 
who settled in the southwestern coastal 
area and a scant supply of masons and 
artisans settling in the colonization 
project at Cela, most immigrants were 
unskilled workers. 
Imports, Exports Up 

The requirement of the growing popu- 
lation and expansion of industrial and 
agricultural activity brought imports 
into Angola last year of 491,544 tons 
(all tons are short tons) vatued $110,- 
045,117, an increase of 24,581 tons and 
$16, 584, 526 in value over 1955 figures. 

Increased agricultural production and 
higher prices prevailing for most Ango- 
lan commodities raised exports to 667,- 
633 tons value at $114,458,070, repre- 
senting advances of 128,677 short tons 
and $16,855,728 in value over the pre- 
ceding year. The resulting favorable 
trade balance of $4,412,953, although 
not the largest in the history of the 
Province, nevertheless was impressive, 
with the movement of imports and ex- 
ports combined, the largest in Angola’s 
history. 

Coffee exports to the United States 
remained the principal source of dollar 
earnings. The United States was the 
leading destination of Angolan exports, 
and following Portugal, the main sup- 
plier, accounting for 15 percent of An- 
gola’s imports. 


Coffee Main Crop 


Coffee maintained its predominant 
position as a revenue earner with ap- 
proximately 500 coffee plantations in 
the Province and a total cultivated area 
of 638,434 acres. The value of coffee 
exports increased from $44,787,400 in 
1955 to $55,801,800 in 1956 and ac- 
counted for approximately 49 percent 
of total exports. The heavy dependence 
on coffee as a foreign exchange earner 
has caused some concern and the prob- 
lem is receiving top Government at- 
tention. 

Angola’s soil is recognized as provid- 
ing a rich basis for the development 
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and progress not only coffee but of 
cereals, manioc, tobacco, sisal, cotton, 
fresh vegetables, timber, and many 
other agricultural products. The Agri- 
cultural Services, the Coffee, Cereals, 
and Cotton Boards are striving to dis- 
tribute seeds and fertilizers suitable 
for Angola’s earth. Simultaneously these 
organizations are conducting experi- 
ments of technical assistance to the 
agriculturists, by means of mechaniza- 
tion. 

Progress in agricultural development 
in 1956 was retarded in some sections 
by lack of adequate rainfall and in all 
sections by inadequate credit facilities, 
disinterest in capital investment, and 
chronic shortage of native labor. Lack 
of adequate inland transport, particu- 
larly good roads, continued to be a 
major handicap in the marketing of 
agricultural products and a deterrent 
to expanded production and increased 
European settlement on the Angolan 
plateau. 

The mining sector was characterized 
in 1956 by serious steps toward de- 
velopment of known mineral deposits, 


: ™~! an 
notably manganese, mica, and copper 
Copper production increased by 46 per. 
cent over 1955 to 14,618 tons; 
output by 85 percent to 27,265 
Manganese production dropped 15 per. 
cent to 29,646 tons, but the ore content 
rose from 38 percent to 45 percent man. 
ganese, and exploratory activities cop. 
ducted in the year augur well for the 
future. Diamond production, the oniy 
mineral entering significantly into e. 
ports, remained steady; 770,036 carats 
of diamonds were produced at a value 
of $12,111,435. 

Petroleum development activities cop. 
tinued intensively by the exploration 
company, Petrofina, a Belgian firm, In 
1955 Petrofina struck oil for the first 
time in Bemfica, and since then other 
wells have been established in the Ly 
anda area within the city limits that 
are far more promising. While much 
more developmental work needs to be 
carried out to determine Angola’s q@ 
potential, the actual mathematical re 
serves of the wells being drilled report. 
edly can be estimated at 10 million 
barrels. 

Indications of the existence of petro 
leum in the areas of Bemfica and La 
anda are such as to generate hopes 
that within a short time these mathe. 
matical reserves will be multiplied con 
siderably. Four wells have been drilled 
to date in the Luanda area, with a 
additional 12 to follow. 

Plans have been completed for the 
erection of a refinery in the Luanda 
port area. This construction is estimated 
to require 3 years. In order to begin 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Angolan Economy... 


(Continued from page 4) 
commercial exploitation of oil at the 
earliest possible date, a pipeline has 
peen completed 3 kilometers in length 
from the wells known as Luanda I, II, 
and III to the oil storage tank of 
Socony-Vacuum Portuguesa (distributor 
for Mobil Oil) located at the Luanda 
harbor. The pipeline will be extended 
shortly to the fourth well. 


Industria] Output Rises 

A notable rise occurred in the out- 
put of the territory’s small industries. 
The power output of the Mabubas hy- 
droelectric dam was increased to supply 
Luanda and environs with adequate 
light and power, and telephone com- 
munication has been completed in all 
the major cities of the Province, En- 
couragement was given to several new 
industries by exempting them from pay- 
ment of the industrial tax for periods 
ranging from 5 to 10 years, and pro- 
viding noncompetitive clauses in the 
agreements prohibiting like industries 
from opening for periods up to 20 years. 

Several new plants were put into 
operation in the year, mainly fishmeal 
and fish-oil industries. The fishing in- 
dustry possesses large potentialities and 
fish products place third among Ango- 
la’s exports. Production of fishmeal, fish 
oll, canned fish, and dried fish in 1956, 
amounted to 84,620 tons, an increase of 
24 percent over 1955 production. Efforts 
are being undertaken to modernize the 
fishing industry and make the products 
more sanitary, and last year the Ango- 
lan Government contracted for a team 
of pest-control experts from Rhodesia 
to survey the industry. 

Currently, small plants for the manu- 
facture of foodstuffs and construction 
materials constitute the bulk of indus- 
trial activity, though there are also 
small establishments for the produc- 
tion of alcohol, beer, soap, paper, tex- 
tiles, rubber products, aluminum, and 
steel utensils. Statistics of industrial 
production for the first 9 menths of 
1956 show the following: Sugar, 29,888 
tons; beer, 3,418,976 quarts; paper 
products, 564,324 tons; tobacco manu- 
factures, 687,297 tons; textiles, 2,553,378 
yards; cement, 67,739 tons; cotton cov- 
fs, 149,821 units; alcohol, 341,240 
quarts, 

New industries started in 1956 or that 
will be started in 1957 are ceramic plants, 
frozen-meat industry, synthetic ferti- 
lizers, and a cement factory at Luanda, 


Transport Facilities Improved 


All development in Angola is handi- 
Capped by the lack of transportation 
facilities, and work is in progress to 
alleviate this situation. Of major im- 
portance in 1956 were the expenditures 
allotted in the budget of $3.48 million 
under the Angolan Development Fund 
for construction of highways’ and 
bridges and $13,328,400 under the Na- 

(Continued on page 31) 
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Development of Mineral Resources 
In Panama Holds Principal Interest 


Interest in possible mineral resources of Panama continued in the 


first quarter of 1957. 


A California oil company will initiate exploration of the Petrolera 
de Chorcha concession in Chiriqui. Chorcha interests will receive 20 per- 
cent of any crude oil obtained from this operation. A new oil conces- 


sion was filed in the Province of Bo- 
cas del Toro. Sounding operations were 
in progress off the coast of Almirante 
and one well has been sunk near the 
Costa Rican border in this Province. 
The Rosario Exploration Co. will exploit 
manganese deposits in the Rio Boqueron 
area of Colon Province. The cqmpany’s 
access road to the mining properties 
will open up this practically isolated 
region, 

Two subsidiaries of American alumi- 
num companies filed 4-year mining 
rights for bauxite in the Provinces of 
Colon, Veraguas, and Chiriqui. Explora- 
tion rights for iron ore were filed in 
the Province of Herrera. Owners of the 
mining concession on copper deposits 
near Tole report that a U. S. company 
will send its geologists to study the ex- 
tent of the lode and the feasibility of 
commercial exploitation. 

A new company with capital of $150,- 
000 has been organized to work all 
classes of metals. Plant machinery is 
expected to arrive shortly. The company 
will encourage the gathering of local 
scrap iron. Some 11,620 tons of scrap 
iron were exported by the Panamanian 
firm to Japan. About 5,300 tons were 
gathered in the Republic and the bal- 
ance was purchased in the Canal Zone. 

New Building Opens 

Colon free zone opened its seventh 
and largest public building with a floor 
space of 2,500 square meters. Some 47 
firms are operating in the free zone. 
Sales to ships, primarily by companies 
located in the free zone, are up sub- 
stantially, The Government is consid- 
ering the establishment of an air ex- 
press office with warehouse facilities at 
the Tocumen airport in view of the in- 
creasing amount of airfreight. 

A new banana area of about 300 hec- 
tares of formerly flooded land on the 
Pacific side has started producing on an 
average of 8,000 stems a crop. 

March production of United Fruit 
Co.’s banana plantation on the Pacific 
side topped 1956 monthly output for 
the first time since the July blowdown 
took 2.5 million plants. Shipments from 
Atlantic Coast plantations currently 
average 30,000 stems weekly and may 
reach 60,000 by June. Banana exports 
of the principal producer were 44 per- 
cent above February shipments and 8 
percent over March 1956. 

The early run of red shrimp held 
packing facilities of the shrimp com- 
panies at capacity level for most of 





March, Some small losses were incurred 
by smaller packers during the heavy 
catches in mid-February. The total 
take of red shrimp already exceeds all 
previous records. Shrimp exports were 
almost a third larger than in March 
1956, 20 percent over February 1956. 

A customs commission started its 
study of reforms of import and export 
tariffs schedules. Principal considera- 
tions are to develop national produc- 
tion and to give proper weight to na- 
tional commerce, Pertinent recommen- 
dations are expected to be submitted 
soon to the Permanent Legislative Com- 
mittee. 


36 Ships Register 

Between January 1 and March 15, 36 
ships with a gross tonnage of 164,034 
were registered under the Panamanian 
flag, representing an income in Gov- 
ernment fees of over $90,000. Among 
new registrations was the 18,890 ton 
French vessel La Marseillaise. A new 
Panamanian shipping company has 
been organized by Aristoteles Onassis 
and Roberto Arias to operate a national 
merchant fleet, according to press re- 
ports. New ships for the fleet will be 
built in Belgium but several vessels 
will be purchased to initiate passenger 
and freight service between Panama 
and Central American countries, 

Almirante has been established as an 
international port. Wharves of the 
United Fruit Co., valued at $500,000, 
will revert to the Government in May 
1958 in accordance with existing con- 
tract. 

The working population of Panama is 
estimated at 300,000. Some 48,000 
workers, or 16 percent, are under so- 
cial security. Government workers were 
reported at 24,000 as of the end of 
March, or approximately the same as 
when the present Administration took 
office. Many will lose their jobs, how- 
ever, when construction is cut back by 
the rainy season. Increased social se- 
curity benefits, particularly for widows 
and children of deceased members, was 
being considered but the present pay- 
ment of 8 percent probably would have 
to be increased. 

Some of the 400 men employed by the 
Panamanian firm in the loading of the 
scrap iron shipment in Balboa have 
filed claims for additional wages, al- 
leging they were due the $1 an hour 
minimum under the Fair Labor Stand- 

(Continued on page 6) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 








Portuguese Economic 
Outlook Favorable 


Generally favorable conditions pre- 
vailed in Portugal in the first 3 months 
of 1957. 


A relatively mild winter, with ample 
but not excessive rainfall, gave prom- 
ise of a bountiful harvest for agricul- 
ture and adequate electric power for 
industry. 


Crop conditions were described in an 
official forecast as excellent. Soil mois- 
ture and the state of growth of winter 
wheat, rye, and fruit trees in particu- 
lar lead farmers to expect good yields 
and relatively satisfactory incomes. A 
record wheat crop, exceeding the 781,- 
000 metric tons of the preceding peak 
year, 1954, appeared likely if favorable 
weather conditions continue. Pastures 
were in ideal conditions in contrast to 
last year. 


The 1956 olive-oil crop totaled 92 
million liters, a record off-year produc- 
tion. 


The Government took energetic meas- 
ures to assure free distribution of vac- 
cines to control the epizootic of blue- 
tongue disease, which in 1956 killed an 
estimated 40,000 head of sheep. 


Abundant supplies of water in reser- 
voirs of hydroelectric stations gave as- 
surance that sufficient electric power 
will be available this year to permit 
large industrial consumers, such as the 
chemical fertilizer plants, to operate at 
close to capacity. 

Economic indicators in general point- 
ed to sustained or expanded consump- 
tion of manufactured goods and to a 
substantially greater output this year 
by key industries, including those pro- 
ducing chemical fertilizers, wood pulp 
and paper. Cement production early 
this year had been expanded well above 
the high production level recorded a 
year ago. Sales of fuel oil in the first 
quarter were slightly greater than the 
quantities recorded early in 1956. 


Heavy Industry Booming 

Heavy industry, represented chiefly 
by shipbuilding, the manufacture of 
railroad rolling stock, and fabrication 
of heavy equipment for hydroelectric 
power stations was booming. Imports 
of steel plates and sheets in March 
were 46 percent greater in quantity 
than in March a year ago. Imports of 
steel in the first quarter were some 
20-30 percent greater than the quan- 
tity imported in the like period of 1956. 
Imports of unmanufactured cotton were 
greater than a year ago, with the im- 
portant cotton-textile industry operat- 
ing at a high level. The coal-mining in- 
dustry reported expanded production. 

The expanding demand for imported 
raw materials needed to maintain man- 
ufacturing activity was not accompanied 

(Continued on page 32), 





Reprints of Schedule A 
Available Soon 


Schedule A—Statistical Classi- 
fication of Commodities Imported 
Into the United States—is being 
reprinted to replenish sales copies 
and should be available about 
June 15, according to the Bureau 
of the Census. 


The reprint will include cor- 
rections through July 1 and will 
incorporate all changes affected 
by the Census Bureau’s public 
bulletins issued since the date of 
first printing, January 1, 1954. It 
includes also the duty rates ne- 
gotiated under GATT, effective 
June 30, 1957, and June 30, 1958. 
Importers, customs brokers, and 
others using Schedule A are urged 
to subscribe for the reprint. 

Copies may be obtained from 
the Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C., for $3.50 
each—$l1 additional for foreign 
mailing. The price includes “Sta- 
tistical Requirements for Report- 
ing Imports of Cotton Manufac- 
tures,” a separate supplement, 
and public bulletins for a year. 











Development of ... 


(Continued from page 5) 
ards Act. The prevailing rate for un- 
skilled labor in Panama is 25 to 35 
cents an hour. 


Shanty Towns Problem 


Shanty towns are becoming an in- 
creasing problem from the standpoint 
of health, land titles, and tourism. The 
latest survey places the population of 
8 settlements in or near Panama City 
at 9,208 persons. The average family 
earnings in the 8 settlements surveyed 
ranged from $50 to $65 a month. The 
Government is considering the feasibil- 
ity- of a low-cost housing development 
on Government-owned land. 

The President announced plans for 
construction of low-cost housing on the 
area considered for the Panama City 
aqueduct. Reportedly, the houses will 
cost $2,000 each and will be built at 
the rate of 1 every 3 days. The Govern- 
ment hopes to solve, in part, the seri- 
ous squatter problem in Panama City. 

Total value of new construction. per- 
mits issued in March amounted to $886,- 
036, about 9 percent under March 
1956. Total value of permits issued in 
the quarter, however, was 12 percent 
above the 1956 level. 

Government Aids Farmers 


The Government intensified its ef- 
forts to prevent price increases in prod- 
ucts of first necessity. A number of 
merchants have been fined for illegal 
practices, 

The Government will extend approxi- 


—— 


mately $200,000 credit to mechanizeg 
rice farmers for the 1957 crop. Loan re. 
quests exceeded $500,000, 60 percent of 
the value of the new crop. The Goy. 
ernment hopes to extend its seed pro. 
gram to corn and beans. Mechanica 
rice farmers are unable to meet l. 
ments on land rentals and machi 
and to purchase new seed, owing to 
heavy losses in the current crop coupled 
with the withdrawal of financial as. 
sistance by private mill owners, Flood. 
ing and crop rotation are recognized ag 
the best means of combating the de. 
structive crab grass, the principal cause 
of this year’s losses. 

The Administration expressed con. 
cern over the. concentration of assist. 
ance in terminal cities and the lack of 
public services in interior centers, par. 
ticularly electricity, communications, 
and health facilities. Plans were made 
to increase potable water supplies in the 
interior and to establish radio com- 
munication with the Atlantic region 
bordering Colombia. 


Highway Bids Opened 

Exploration studies for road construe 
tion below Panama City were near com- 
pletion. Two possible routes will be sub- 
mitted to the Seventh Pan-American 
Highway Congress. The highway con- 
gress also will consider recommenda- 
tions of the traffic experts, meeting in 
Panama July 29, for facilitating pas- 
sage of cars between countries and 
standardization of traffic regulations 
and road signs. Manufacturers of heavy 
road-construction machinery have been 
invited to participate in an exposition 
to be held during the congress. 

Bids were opened on construction for 
the Concepcion-Costa Rican border 
project of the Inter-American Highway. 
This 1i7-kilometer section is the last 
impassable gap between the United 
States and the Canal Zone. 

All business activity in March was in- 
fluenced by Carnival week with the ac- 
companying influx of visitors and not 
turnal festivities. Retail trade of spe 
cialty shops was supported by increased 
tourist shopping. Some 12 cruise boats 
visited Panama in March and 10,00 
U. S. soldiers arrived in the Canal Zone 
for the April maneuvers. 

Collections were up and payment ¢on- 
tinued prompt during the first quarter. 
Loans were above March 1956 level 
Government collections in the quarter 
exceeded anticipated revenue by almost 
$900,000. Government obligations as of 
March 31 were being honored 106 days 
after approval of invoice.—U. S. Enm- 
bassy, Panama City. 

Colombian exports of unmanufat- 
tured tobacco in 1956 totaled 11.5 mil 
lion pounds, an alltime high, compared 
with 10.0 million in 1955, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. Most of 
the increase occurred in larger ship 
ments to West Germany, Algeria, and 
Indochinese States. . 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Summary of Foreign Control Regulations Applying 
To Imports From the United States 


The following tabulation of the import 
and exchange permit requirements of 
foreign countries, perpared by the Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce as an aid 
to exporters, has been revised as of 
May 21, 1957. 

These regulations apply primarily to 

of U. S. origin and to other goods 
payable in VU. S. dollars. 

Many countries do not permit for- 
tign goods. to be imported unless they 


are covered by import licenses, whieh 
must be obtained by the importer. In 
some cases an import license must be 
granted before the order for goods is 
placed, and some countries also require 
the importer to obtain an exchange 
permit before he may make payment 
for the import, 

U. S. exporters therefore are urged 
to make certain before shipping that 
the foreign importer has obtained the 


required permit, and they should insist 
on being furnished the identifying num- 
ber or symbol of the permit, 

More detailed information on licens- 
ing and exchange controls may be 
obtained from the Field Offices of the 
U. S. Department of Commerce. Pub- 
lications covering licensing and ex- 
change controls of individual countries 
also are available from the Field Offices 
at a nominal charge. 














Country Is import HMcense necessary? Is exchange permit required? 
Afgha LS Ne No; but permission to remit fo exchange 
_ pores must be obtained from Afghan to ex erters abroad must be obtained from 
order officials or trade agents abroad. the Government Bank. 
Arabian Peninsula areas: 
Baudi Arai .....-cccevecreeeeccseeeenees | Yes No. 
, Bahrein, Qatar, Trucial Oman............... Yes Yes. 
= a : mondeen PERE SEA. | SAIS No. 


Muscat and Oman, Yemen ............. 





Australia 
Belgium-Luxembourg_...... 
Belgian Congo .. : siinatvniientibnininananiniielinelat 


Ppererreerrerr rererretttrr tt itr ti tt) 





British Colonies not specified elsewhere? .......... 


Canada . 
Ceylon 





Colombia 


Cuba 


Czechoslovakia 
Denmark 


Dominican Republic ...... 


Bee footnotes at end of table. 
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TOD  cxsskidbanssnbcaaicenendbiidibesiimnmneantanues - 
Yes, except for @pecially exempted 
items. 


Yes, but automatically granted for most 
commodities. 

Yes; combination tmport license and 
exchange authorization is required for 
all imports except shipments valued 








at $100 or less, provided the goods are 

not intended for resale. License is 
ny granted as formality. 

o. 
Yes - 
OO. susismmbamunidiai el . 
Yes 
Yes: 
Yes 


No; except for a few commodities ................ 

Yes; unless the commodity is under 
open general license. 

No; but items permitted import are 
listed, and items not on the list are 
prohibited import. Importers of mer- 
chandise permitted import must place 
a deposit with the Central Bank, and 
the foreign exporter must present a 
copy of the deposit certificate to a 
Chilean consulate. 

All imports require prior import license, 
called “import registration certificate,’ 
which is issued without quota upon 
payment of a stamp tax. In addition, 
certain food products apd chemical 
and pharmaceutical products require 
permits from appropriate Government 

inistries. Many items considered 
nonessential are prohibited import. 
Spare parts for cultural machinery 
and for roadbuil Ing and maintenance 
equipment may be imported at a re- 
duced ame tax rate with prior ap- 
proval of the Caja Agraria. 

No; except for live animals. 


No; except for wheat and wheat flour, 
rice, tires and tubes, red and pink 
beans, potatoes, condensed milk, and 
butter. Imports of butter, cheese, 
pewewes skim milk, and cream or 
ats obtained from milk are subject to 
special requirements involvi reg- 
istration of purchase contracts and 
prior authorization for customs clear- 
ance. 


RE ee EL PER AS SARE LE om 


Yes; but no Hcense required for dollar 
goods on extensive general free list. 


No; except for wheat and wheat flour, 
rice, fertilizer, radio transmission ap- 
paratus, air-conditioning units, treated 
wood posts, barbed wire, wire staples, 
fruit, vegetables, seed, tubers, empty 





bags and sacks, lard and rendered 








Yes, for goods contained in lists of imports 
granted official rate of ex . No, for 
goods contained in free-market 

No; papert license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 

Yes, but cannot be refused for items on 
dollar-import free list. 

No separate permit required. 


Yes. 


No. 

No; exchange for most imports is sold at 
auction. 

Yes; import license generally assures release 
of foreign exchange. 

Import license automatically assures foreign 
exchange. 


es. 

Yes; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 

No. 

Yes. 


No. 


Payment for imports requires exchange vay 
istration (registro), which no ly is 
granted upon submission of the import 
registration and dence ( oms mani- 
fests) that the goods have entered the 
country. 


Yes, for imports with official exchange. Na 
permit required for imports with free 
Pm, exchange. 
0. 


Import license automatically provides for al- 
location of necessary foreign exchange. 

Yes; copy of license or importer’s declaration 
with customs certification of import takes 
place of exchange license. 

No; but all applications for foreign exchange 
require Government approval, ch is 
granted automatically for bona fide com- 
mercial transactions. 
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Country 


Is import license necessary? 


Is exchange permit requested? 





Ecuador 





Egypt 
El Salvador 








ID, \eetiGhiatbttieepeccepennigrnciemncomes 
Finland * 








France 





French oversea territories not elsewhere 
specified, except French Somaliland. 
French Somaliland Sesaneuinneitinsadeititailtien 
Germany, Federal Republic, including 

Western Berlin. 


Germany, Soviet zone, includihg 
Soviet sector of Berlin ..... , 


Greece 


Ghana 
eT io 


) : | | ne 


) ES 





TR TING ccccceenepesecesnsensnssssecrtzserncsnecereemnsscesoesnenmncssianee 


Hungary 
Iceland 








GE Ak etn SS RE ee 


Iran 





Iraq 


Israel 


PORE ensani 


Korea, Republic of 


Kuwait 


Ooecenceressereereeeeeeseeer ees eees tees seeteesceseessesesssegeceeestesegeeeens 


Lebanon .... 
BRINGS * ettndensedenintinenienuns 


SUNIL  sicutenettenstnh eannagestiestinelangniivediagtareinehenpenggmeenamatinnsaseces 
Malaya, Federation of ............ * 


AE A a ce a 


Bee footnotes at end of table. 












pork fat, and confectionery and other 
edible products in which sugar or 


chocolate constitutes the principal 
ingredient. 
Yes; one copy must be presented to 


obtain consular legalizatiow of pre- 
scribed documents. Many items con- 
sidered nonessential are prohibited 
import. Import quotas are imposed on 
certain items to stimulate local pro- 
duction. 

Yes; unlicensed imports are subject to 
confiscation. 

No; except for a few items such as 
chemical and pharinaceutical products, 
strong liquors, essences for making 





liquor, and cotton. 
ere _ 
Yes - 
Yes, with a few exceptions. 
Yes socenboceeabintesses 
pees ites Sea. ae —— 
Yes: except for items on dollar import 

free list. At present over 90 percent 


of imports except State-traded goods 
are liberalized for the dollar area. 


Yes: government monopolies for foreign 
trade are the only importers. 

No; except for certain machinery and a 
few luxury items. 


Yes 


No: except for wheat and wheat flour, 


strongboxes, certain safety vault 
doors, cement, and Salk pollo vac- 
cine. 


No; except for wheat-quota imports and 
tobacco products. 

No; except for firearms, gunpowder, 
munitions, explosives, alcohol, nar- 
cotics and pharmaceutical specialties, 
and live animals. 

Yes; for dutiable, 


strategic, 
supply goods. 
- eee a 


or short- 


Yes; except for items on “special con- 
ditional free list’’ and a limited num- 
ber of staples. 


Yee; unless the commodity is under 
open general license. 
Yes 
Yes; but only to release goods from 
Customs. 
CH cecccccecces 


WOr GB TOW PIODUCUB CRI cecceccescccccccccsccdsececcsccesesssoves 

Yes sade 

Yes; from Italian Exchange Office ex- 
cept for list A goods—mostly indus- 
trial raw materials and certain types 
of machines. 

/ es = 


Yes, except for 
Arab States 
No. A limited number of commodities 
require approval from certain Govern- 

ment agencies. 


imports from nearby 


No, except for firearms, munitions, pol- 
sonous substances, pork, pork prod- 
ucts, and alcoholic beverages. 

Yes ~- 


clothing, pharmaceuticals, and rice. 

Yes; only certain items may be im- 
ported directly from  hard-currency 
sources. Licenses to import nonster- 
ling-area goods via Hong Kong are 
issued provided certain exchange reg- 
ulations are observed. 

Yes for an extensive list of articles. 


(Continued on page 12) 





=, 


No; import license carries right to foreign 


exchange. 


Yes. 

No separate permit required: import licenge 
carries right to foreign exchange. 

No separate permit required: import licenge 
carries right to foreign exchange. 

Yes; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 


oO. 
Yes; import and payments license combined 
in one document, 


Yes. 


No; but applications for foreign exchange 
must be registered with the authorities; 
for imports financed by International Co. 
operation Administration procurement au- 
thorization, Bank of Greece approval is 
required. 

Yes; import license generally assures release 
of foreign exchange. 

No. 


No. 
No. 


No; except for few transactions financed at 
official rate of exchange. 

Yes. 

Yes; except for ‘‘special conditional free list" 
imports, 


Yes; however, foreign exchange is automati- 
cally released upon presentation of vali- 
dated import license to exchange bank. 

No separate permit required; combined tm- 


port license-foreign exchange permit nec 
essary. 

Yes. 

Yes; permits are obtained through licensed 


dealers, unless specifically authorized by 
National Bank. 

Yes. 

Yes, import license carries authority (an exe 
change permit) to obtain foreign exchange, 

No separate permit required, 


Some commodities, anmounced by 
Government from time to time, require al 
location certificate; for others, import Ik 

—— carries right to foreign exchange, 
es. 


Japanese 


No. Items on Government's ordinary (essen- 
tial) import list may be imported with 
foreign exchange deposited in an import 
account in the Bank of Korea, purchased 
from the Bank, or purchased at Govern- 
ment dollar sales tems on the _ special 
(less essential) list are importable only 
with exchange earned from exports. 

No. 

Yes; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 

No, 

No, 

Yes; exchange permit issued automatically 


if import license has been issued. 

Yes; for direct imports. For imports from 
hard-currency areas via Hong Kong m0 
permit is necessary but payment must be 
made in a sterling-area currency and shi 
ment effected on a bill of lading issued 
Hong Kong. 

No. 


s 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


India Proposes Extensive Tax Changes 


India’s new budget for fiscal year April 1957-March 1958 as pre- 
sented to Parliament on May 15 provides for extensive changes in ex- 
cise taxes, import duties, and personal and corporate taxes, and intro- 
duces new taxes on wealth and expenditures, 

Most of the tax proposals are expected to be enacted in the near 


future without major modifications. 

The new taxation measures, the In- 
dian Finance Minister indicated, are 
framed to: Produce a sizable addition 
to public revenues; provide incentives 
for larger earnings and more savings; 
restrain consumption in order to check 
domestic inflationary pressures and re- 
jase resources required for investment; 
and make tax yields more responsive to 
increased incomes, thereby facilitating 
attainment of India’s principal social 
objectives. 

Import, Excise Duties Raised 

The new tax proposals provide for 
small raises in import duties on 90 com- 
modities, to yield a revenue increase of 
about $12.6 million dollars. Tariff rates 
would be simplified by merging sur- 
charges with the basic rates and con- 
yerting duty rates to the new decimal 
coinage system. 

Excise duties are raised on such 
mass consumer items as sugar, oe 
oil, matches, coffee, tea, tobacco, an 
paper. Other changes in excise duties 
include increases per imperial gallon 
on: Gasoline, from 20.58 U. S. cents 
to 26.25 cents; refined diesel oil, from 
525 cents to 8.4 cents; kerosene, from 
414 cents to 4.2 cents. 

Additionally, the existing duty of 5 
rupees a ton on cement would be raised 
to 20 rupees a ton; the duty on diesel 


oil not otherwise specified, from 30 rue“ 


pees to 40 rupees a ton, and the 4-ru- 
pee duty on steel ingots to 40 rupees a 
ton (1 rupee =US$0.21). 

The net effect of these changes in 
excise taxes is expected to increase 
Government revenues by $111.7 million 
in the remainder of the fiscal year. In 
proposing the excise-duty changes, the 
Finance Minister indicated that he had 
in mind the double objective of restrain- 
ing consumption and of promoting ex- 
ports. 

Personal Income Taxes Changed 

The revision of personal income tax 
rates is proposed to extend tax relief to 
persons earning incomes and to reduce 
evasion of income tax among top-in- 
come levels. 

The new rates will reduce the some- 
what steep rate of tax incidence on 
higher incomes. Under the new tax 
schedule, for example, total taxes on 
the highest bracket of individual income 
would be reduced from the existing 
918 percent to 86 percent for unearned 
income and to 77 percent for earned 
income. To provide relief for the mid- 
dle class, more favorable tax rates 
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would be applied to total unearned in- 
come not exceeding 7,500 rupees. This 
reduction in rates of direct taxation is 
expected to reduce Government reve- 
nues by approximately $15.8 million 
dollars. 

The revenue loss in favor of incen- 
tives for earning and investment fs ex- 
pected to be more than offset, however, 
by other new taxes which would widen 
the scope of direct taxation and by a 
new levy which, it is thought, would 
contribute toward more effective taxa- 
tion of the accumulated wealth of the 
richer classes without diminishing their 
incentives to earn. The minimum tax- 
able income would be lowered from 
4,200 rupees to 3,000 rupees, but an in- 
creased allowance would be provided 
for married people. 


The tax on wealth, exclusive of agri- 
cultural property and 25,000 rupees in 
personal effects, applies to individuals 
and joint families, with exemptions of 
200,000 and 300,000 rupees, respectively. 
The tax rate for individuals and joint 
families is 0.5 percent for the first 1 
million rupees in excess of the exemp- 
tion, 1 percent on the next 1 million 
rupees, and 1% percent on the re- 
mainder. 

A tax would also be imposed on per- 
sonal expenditures beginning April 
1958 to restrain ostentatious expendi- 
ture and promote savings. It will be 
levied only on individuals and joint 
families whose income for tax purposes 
is more than 60,000 rupees. In calcu- 
lating this tax, the exemptions are a 
basie allowance of 24,000 rupees for an 
assessee and his wife and 5,000 rupees 
for each dependent child. The tax 
would be imposed on all expenditures 
incurred, from whatever source, except 
that foreigners would be liable to tax 
only on their holdings in India. The tax 
rate would be based on a brackets sys- 
tem, the rate for each bracket increas- 
ing progressively with the increase in 
level of expenditure. Expenditures of 
10,000 rupees in excess of the allowable 
exemption would be taxed at the rate 
of 10 percent, and for higher brackets 
of expenditure the rates would be pro- 
gressively higher. 

A tax on railway passenger fares 
would also be levied at rates ranging 
from 5 to 15 percent, depending on dis- 
tance traveled. Postal and telegraph 
rates also would be raised. 

The new tax bill would raise the nor- 
mal income-tax payable by companies 
from the present rate of 25 percent to 


30 percent and é¢hange the company 
supertax rate. It is not expected to 
have much effect on the shareholders in 
Indian companies, as they are entitled 
to a credit of income tax paid on their 
behalf by the company. The Govern- 
ment believes that it will be of some 
help, however, in checking tax evasion. 

Although the Indian Finance Minis- 
ter noted that the need for corporate 
savings is great, he proposed a reduc- 
tion in the excess dividends tax in view 
of the increases in corporation income 
and supertax rates. Under the new tax 
legislation, the excess tax on declared 
dividends amounting to between 6 and 
10 percent of paid-up capital would be 
taxed at the rate of 10 percent rather 
than at the existing 12% percent rate; 
dividends between 10 and 18 percent 
would’ be taxed at 20 percent rather 
than at 25 percent; and dividends in 
excess of 18 percent would be subject 
to a tax of 30 percent instead of 27% 
percent. . 

The tax on bonus shares would be in- 
creased from.12% percent to 30 percent. 

The basic supertax rate on intercor- 
porate dividends would be reduced from 
about 17 percent for Indian companies 
and 20 percent for foreign companies 
to 10 percent for both Indian and for- 
eign companies. 

As a result of the reduction in tax 
on intercorporate dividends, the total 
tax payable by foreign companies work- 
ing through subsidiaries would remain 
practically unaltered despite the in- 
crease in the corporate income rate and 
the increase from 17 percent to 20 per- 
cent in supertax rates on “other in- 
come.” For foreign companies operat- 
ing through branches, the rate of cor- 
poration supertax on other income 
would be reduced from 36 percent to 
30 percent. 

The Finance Minister indicated that 
he hoped the proposed changes in the 
supertax rates on intercorporate divi- 
dends would encourage foreign capital 
investment in India. 

For taxation of undistributed profits 
of companies in which the public is not 
substantially interested, the new bill 
would reduce to 45 percent the mini- 
mum percentage of available profits 
which an industrial company must dis- 
tribute. For nonindustrial companies 
the percentage would be retained at 60 
percent. 

Although the proposed tax on wealth 
is intended primarily as a personal tax- 
ation measure, companies would also be 
made subject to this levy. Companies 
would not be taxed on assets of up to 
500,000 rupees, but on values beyond 
that the rate would be 0.5 percent. 

The new taxes on companies are ex- 
pected to bring in additional receipts 

(Continued on page 27) 
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Canada Revises Oil and Gas Rights 


Canada has revised and brought up to date its regulations gov- 
erning the administration and leasing of oil and gas rights in the North- 
west Territories and the Yukon Territory. 

The new regulations provide that the Canadian Minister of North- 
ern Affairs and National Resources may issue permits for exploration 


of oi] and gas and for the right to ac- 
quire leases in territorial lands if he 
is satisfied that the exploratory work 
will be of value. 

Permits will be valid for 3 years and 
will be renewed for a further 3 years 
if the permittee has expended for ex- 
ploration expenses an amount equal to 
at least the amount of his deposit with 
the Government when the permit was 
issued, that is, 5 cents for each acre 
covered by the exploratory permit. If 
less has been expended, the permit may 
be renewed at the discretion of the Gov- 
ernment. 


Production Leases Granted 

An exploration permittee may be 
granted a lease or leases for produc- 
tion of oil or natural gas on such parts 
as he may select up to 35 percent of 
the total area which he has explored. 
The remaining areas may be leased by 
the Minister or may at his discretion 
be offered for tender by public adver- 
tisement. 


Products obtained from any permit 
or leased area will be subject to royalty 
payments to the Government at pre- 
scribed rates. A lease includes only the 
right to produce oil, gas, and associated 
substances. It does not include oil that 
may be recovered from oil shale or bi- 
tuminous sand or bitumen or helium. 

Although gas and oil activity in the 
Northwest Territories and the Yukon 
Territory is now confined mostly to ex- 
ploration, the Government wishes to be 





Burma Eases Import 


Of Consumer Goods 


The Government of Burma will issue 
import licenses for consumer goods “on 
a liberal basis,” according to an of- 
ficial press announcement issued in 
April. 

Permission to import foods, textiles, 
hardware and building materials will be 
restricted, however, to joint venture 
corporations, that is, joint Government- 
private corporations. 

The Burmese Government reserves 
the right to determine the volume of 
import licenses to be issued to private 
importers for other commodities. It will 
not be bound by previous arrangements 
whereby public limited companies and 
private limited companies were issued 
import licenses for up to six and three 
times, respectively, of their paid-up 
capital, and other registered importers 
received import licenses for twice their 
paid-up capital. 
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in position to administer promptly the 
leasing of production rights when it 
becomes necessary. The regulations 
were drawn up by the Government after 
consultations with interested sectors of 
the industry and represent a composite 
of Government and industry require- 
ments. 


To acquire a license, permit, or lease, 
a company must be incorporated in 
Canada or licensed under its laws. 
Each permit application must be made 
in person at the office of the Chief of 
Mining and Lands Division, Department 
of Northern Affairs and National Re- 
sources, Ottawa. 





lrish Duties Up on 
Beer, Tobacco, Oils 


Ireland's customs and excise duties 
on ‘beer, tobacco, and gasoline and 
diesel oil have been increased, the Irish 
Minister for Finance announced in the 
budget for fiscal year 1957-58. 


The basic rate of customs duty on 
unstripped leaf tobacco containing not 
less than 10 percent of moisture is 
raised from £2 2s, 9d. a pound to £2 5s. 
lld., and the corresponding rates on 
stripped tobacco and tobacco containing 
less than 10 percent of moisture are 
raised proportionately (£1—US$2.80; 1 
shilling US$0.14; 1 pence=—approxi- 
mately US$0.01). Preferential rates ap- 
plicable to Commonwealth leaf tobacco 
also are increased, but the margin of 
preference is narrowed on tobacco pur- 
chased or warehoused before July 1, 
1950. 


Import duties on all manufactured 
tobacco are raised. The full rate on 
cigars is increased from £2 15s. to £2 
19s. a pound, and the duty on cigarettes 
is up from £2 13s. to £2 16s. 6d. a 
pound. Preferential duties applicable to 
Commonwealth tobacco are increased 
correspondingly. 

Customs duties on imports of beer of 
all kinds are increased. The duty on 
mum, spruce, and black beer of a spe- 
cific gravity not exceeding 1215° is 
raised from £37 to £41 4s. for every 36 
gallons. 

The gasoline duty is up from 2s. 3%d. 
to 2s. 942d. a gallon, and diesel oil from 
1s. 8d. to 2s. 2d. a gallon. 

As a result of these increases in cus- 
toms and excise rates, the retail price 
of a package of cigarettes is expected 
to be increased to 3s., a pint of beer to 





Australia Restricts 
Entry of Automobiles 


Changes in Australian customs 
lations have made it practically impos. 
sible for an Australian or for a pros. 
pective permanent resident of Australia 
coming from a country in which left 
hand drive motor vehicles are used to 


britg with him his personal automobile . 


or truck without payment of import 
duty and sales tax. 

The new regulations, which went into 
effect on March 1 provide that a motor 
car, van, or truck not in excess of one 
such vehicle for one family may be 
imported with personal effects free of 
duty under the following conditions: 

@ That evidence is produced to the 
satisfaction of the Australian Collector 
of Customs that the passenger has come 
to Australia with the intention of forth. 
with taking up permanent residence, 

@ That the vehicle was for the whole 
of an 18-month period immediately pre- 
ceding the passenger’s departure to 
Australia personally owned and used by 
the passenger in the country in which 
he was living. 

@ That the vehicle will not be sold 
or otherwise disposed of in Australia 
by or on behalf of the passenger or 
his estate within 2 years after date of 
its import into Australia. 

Regulations of individual Australian 
States make it extremely difficult and 
often impossiblé to register a left-hand 
drive car. 

Motor vehicles from the United States 
and most non-British Commonwealth 
countries are subject to an import duty 
and sales tax amounting to approxi- 
mately 80 percent of the value. 

These changes in regulations should 
be noted in Department of Commerce 
publication “Living Costs and Condi- 
tions in Australia,” World Trade In- 
formation Service, part 2, No, 56-100, 
section on Automobiles. 





Bolivian Postal Rates Up 


Bolivia has again established new 
domestic and international postal rates. 

At the present rate of exchange, the 
new rates bring the cost of a minimum- 
weight airmail letter from Bolivia to 
the United States to approximately 
US$0.12. 


The new rates, authorized by Bolivian 
stabilization decree No. 4538 of Decem- 
ber 15, 1956, supersede rates put into 
effect on October 11, 1956 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Nov. 26, 1956, p. 
17).—U. S. Embassy, La Paz. 


—— 





1s. 5d., and a gallon of premium grade 
gasoline to 5s. 144d. 

The new taxes became effective om 
May 9 and are expected to provide an 
additional £29 million in revenue. 
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Chile Raises Rate of 
Gold Surcharge 


The rate of the Chilean sur- 
charge on import duties expressed 
jn gold pesos but paid in paper 

has been changed from 
10,756 percent to 11,065 percent. 

The new surcharge, effective 
April 1, is Gesigned to give the 
Chilean gold peso the same rela- 
tion to the dollar as the paper 


peso. 

Importers formerly paying the 
gurcharge on the basis of approxi- 
mately 108 paper pesos for each 
gold peso of customs duty charged 
must now pay approximately 111 
paper pesos for each gold peso of 
duty. v 

For the purpose of ad valorem 
duties, foreign values are now 
converted at the rate of 542 pesos 
to the dollar, instead of 527 to 
the dollar as previously.—U, S. 
Embassy, Santiago. 

The former change in the Chi- 
lean surcharge was reported in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, Feb- 
ruary 25, 1957, page”7. 











Taiwan Surtax May Not 
Be Deducted From Income 


The Republic of China's 30-percent 
surtax on business income tax may no 
longer be treated as an expense and is 
therefore not deductible in ascertaining 
net income. 

Formerly, the 30-percent surtax on 
business income tax was deductible as 
an expense in the year following pay- 
ment. 

The revision, put into force under a 
Ministry of Finance ruling, will increase 
the income tax liability of 
firmg operating in Taiwan. 
For example, in the net taxable in- 
come group of NT$100,000 the increased 
tax liability will amount to NT$282.75, 
or 0,03 percent (NT$24.78=US$1 at offi- 
cial rate of exchange). For income 
groups above NT$100,000 the additional 
tax liability will be somewhat higher 
inasmuch as the basic tax rate rises 
from 10 percent on taxable incomes 
above NT$50,000 to 25 percent on in- 
comes above NT$100,000.—International 


Cooperation Administration Mission to 
China, 


business 


Canada’s imports of U. 8. cotton in- 
creased sharply in the first 5 months, 
August-December, of the 1956-57 sea- 
son, amounting to 165,000 bales (500 
pounds gross) in contrast to only 52,000 
bales a year ago, the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service reports. 
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Bolivian Import Tariff Revised 


FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


The Bolivian import tariff schédule as revised last December has 


undergone further changes. 


As in the earlier schedule, the new duties established are ad valorem 
rates levied on the c. i. f. value of the goods. Only a few products carry 
specific duties based on weight or number of units. 


The new schedule reduces many du- 
ties that were believed to have discour- 
aged legitimate imports and encouraged 
imports of contraband goods; simplifies 
the rate structure; provides protective 
duties as an encouragement to local in- 
dustries; and places high duties on luxu- 
ries and on some items for the protec- 
tion of uneconomic industries. 


Generally, the new rates fall into the 
following pattern: For articles of prime 
necessity, free, 2 percent, 4 percent, and 
10 percent; most imports, 20 percent, 40 
percent, and 60 percent; luxury or non- 
essential articles, 150 percent, 200 per- 
cent, and 300 percent; and typical pro- 
tective rates of 60 percent and 75 per- 
cent, 

Four essential food items—cattle, beef, 
eggs, and lard—and one important man- 
ufactured item, railway rails, are among 
the products admitted duty free. 

Virtually all of the raw materials 
shown fall in the 2-10 percent range, 
as do also mining and industrial ma- 
chinery and many of the listed food 
items. Rates on raw materials and man- 
ufactured items show some reductions 
from the December schedule, whereas 
rates on food items are changed in both 
directions. For example, the duty on 
wheat is reduced from 6 percent to 4 
percent; on wheat flour and rice it is 
increased from 8 percent to 20 percent, 
and on potatoes it is up from 10 percent 
to 20 percent. Of particular interest is 
the flexible rate on sugar, which is 
geared to world market prices. 

Rates on tobacco products and on 
watches and clocks are in the typical 
range of duties for most products, which 
is 10 to 60 percent, and both show duty 
reductions. 

Bottles carry protective rates of 75 
percent and 100 percent, and beer a 
rate above the norm for protection—150 
percent. 

Automobiles constitute a special case 
and carry the highest rates levied: 300 
percent on cars with a c. i. f. value in 
excess of $2,500, and 150 percent on cars 
with a lesser valuation. 

The most common rate ceiling on the 
commodity groups is 100 percent, which 
applies to 38 of the 89 groups. The aver- 
age import duty, estimated by the Exec- 
utive Director of the Stabilization Coun- 
cil in terms of relative volume of the 
various items, is about 15 percent. 

In addition to duties, a 6-percent ad 
valorem consular fee and warehouse 
charges ranging from 1 to 6 percent 
continue to apply. 

The newly revised schedule, provided 
for under the terms of Supreme Decree 





No. 4536 of May 7, is the result of sev- 
eral weeks of intensive study by the 
National Monetary Stabilization Coun- 
cil, when recommendations from differ- 
ent segments of the country’s economy 
were given consideration. 

The December tariff schedule, one of 
the first moves taken under the Bolivian 
economic stabilization program (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Jan. 28, 1957, p. 7), 
was hurriedly prepared with the inten- 
tion of later review and revision. 

Information on duties on particular 
products may be obtained from the 
American Republic Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
through the Department’s Field Of- 
fices.—U. S. Embassy, La Paz. 


Australia Cuts Duty 
Preference Margins 


In line with the terms of a revised 
agreement between Australia and the 
United Kingdom, the Australian Gov- 
ernment has reduced its tariff margin 
of preference for British goods from 
12% percent to 7% percent on more 
than 800 items in its tariff schedule. 

These items are those import of which 
in 1955-56 exceeded A£160 million, the 
equivalent of US$358 million. 

Imports of these items from Britain 
remain free of duty, whereas most- 
favored-nation rates, which apply tg the 
United States, and general rates are 
reduced from 12% percent to 7% per- 
cent ad valorem for practically all of 
the items. 

The reductions, which became effec- 
tive May 23, apply mainly to capital 
goods, raw materials, and such other 
producers’ goods as tinplate, excavators, 
a wide range of machinery and machine 
tools, generators, transformers, high- 
tension cable, and airplanes. 

The reduction in British preferential 
margains, according to the Minister of 
Trade, should assist in reducing produc- 
tion costs for Australian industries and 
improve the competitive position of non- 
British suppliers. 

Also, on May 23 Australian import 
duties were increased on certain cotton 
denims, twill sheeting, felt polishing 
bobs, industrial machine driving chains, 
automatic motor vehicle voltage regul- 
lators, and taxi meters. 

Further details on changes in duty 
on specific commodities are expected 
to Be available shortly. 
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Country 


Is Import license necessary? 


Is exchange permit required? 





Morocco (the three pesmee zones of 
Morocco were united in 1956, but the 
mapaetions e. each con’ --— pending 

of a unifi — 
Fore French Zone ........ 


Former Spanish Zone .. 





Tangier (former International Zone)................ 
Netherlands 





Netherlands West Indies 
New Zealand 





Nicaragua 


Norway 





Pakistan 


eer reeteetter. Sreterstirete Lif ttertiirl) | Sttietterr tri tl | eaeeeny 


EE ES ec ee 


Paraguay 


ONG sedioeebdteinineeowttitinactnnennin 


ann 


Polan ; 
fe including the . Azores 
and Madeira ........ peienensidnenasens 


Portuguese Colonies 








Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Federation of ........ - 
ingapore’ sanaut 

Spain, including the Canary Islands ................... 
ES EE Es 

I ctacnnienenesiditniisntdnentinintiimnatinenmamnnerndmene 

Sweden 

ED cxncdrcasititccascetetsetetlticancciuetn iia 

I «cede nendealiat ictatagtieticnastodaciiebenthieiborsettndileinettiidnctants 
ae (Formosa) ” ‘ 2 





Thailand ..... . 


Bee footnotes at end of table. 
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Yes, with exception of goods imported 
sans devise, i.e., shipments financed 
. im ae with his own funds held 

roa temporary import-quota 
system one special permits for 
omens of used clothing, certain tex- 
tiles, readymade men’s garments, and 
electric cable and wire, established 

im March 1955, covers all such imports 

regardless of means of financing or 

country of origin and includes im- 

perts sans devise. 


eeseces steeere 


Yes, but automatically granted ‘tor "most 
commodities. 


seeeeecereess 


No; except for certain luxury items nce 

Yes; except for some commodities on 
world ae list. 

Yes pie ied 

Yes, but issued automatically for wide 
range of products. 

Yes 

No; except for lettuce, potatoes, copra, 


hatching eggs, powdered and evapo- 


rated milk, tomato paste, sauce, and 
canned tomatoes, baby chicks, and 
salt. A few agricuftural items are 


subject to quota restrictions and some 
are prohibited ee 
| ree a eae 


No; except 
cuttings, animals 
ettes, explosives, 
weapons, 


for plants, roots, seeds, 
medicinal cigar- 
firearms and other 
alcholoic beveragse, salt, 
tobacco, chemical and pharmaceutical 
products, matches, hatching eggs, and 
duplicating machines. Prior authoriza- 
tion also is required for import of 
automobiles to be brought into the 
country outside the quota established 
- for maa ante of automobiles. 
Qo. sapecnnnenbdiied 


STIL. ccsnuimnptnianaaness 


Yes, but granted automatically for cer- 
tain items. 
Yes , 


Yes; some items are limited by quot 

many are prohibited entirely, ond 
other goods not prohibited or m 
quota are liberally licensed. 
es ited “es Se ee 
Yes; only certain items may be im- 
ported directly from hard-currency 
sources. Licenses to import nonster- 
ling area goods via Hong Kong are 
issued provided certain exchange reg- 
ulations are observed. 


Yes: obtainable mainly for essential 
raw materials. 
Yes 


Yes for hard- surseney papeste ‘ 
Yes 


No, 


eeebecereeeee 


for most goods imported from 
8.; import Tieense still required for 
suck commodities as automobiles, 
oom, and certain agricultural prod- 
ucts. 


Import license required for certain agri- 
cultural products and some types of 
vehicles and machinery. Also, special 
import authorizations must be ob- 
tained for most animals and fowl, 


sees 





shellfish, bees, beeswax, and honey- 
comb. 
Yes 
Yes = eens . satin 
No; except for 23 categories of specified 


goods. 
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Yes; except for goods imported sans devine 


Yes; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 


No. 
No separate permit required. 


Yes. 

No; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 

No; import permit 
exchange. 

No; foreign exchange is automatically made 
available in currency specified in import 
license. 

Yes; however, foreign exchange is automati- 
eally released upon presentation of val. 

me we import license to exchange bank, 


Rinorizes purchase of 


Yes; exchange permit serves also as import 
license, 
No. 


No permit as fuch; exchange generally a) 
located to importers semiannually for om 
or more of 5 classes of imports. A certain 
number of decontrolled commodities may 
be imported without quota limitations 
Letter of credit opened against allocation 

eee as exchange license. 
es. 


Yes. 


Yes. In Angola, however, import license car 
ries with it authorization to obtain i 
oor needed for payment of goods 
which license pertains. 

Yes; import license carries right te fereigs 
exchange. 


Yes. 

Yes, for direct imports. 
hard-currency areas via Hong Kong @ 
permit is necessary, but payeeet must be 
made in a sterling-area currency and at 
ment effected on a bill of lading issued 
Hong Kong. 

Yes; special exchange 
import products. 


For imports from 


rates fixed for many 


Yes; import license carries right to foreigs 
exchange. 

Yes. 

No; import license carries right to foreigs 


exchange. 

No_ separate permit required. Foreign & 
change, including dollar exchange, is auté 
matically made available if import licens 
specifies payment in speh currency ai 

license is registered with a foreign & 
change bank within 2 months after iss 
ance, 

No. 


No. 

No. 

No; but a ‘certificate of payment’ issusg 
Bank of Thailand or authorized bank 
company is required. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 
Y —— * 
— Country Is import license necessary? Is exchange permit required? 
—— 
eh sll ssicenecadiiictibscebeivaiien Yes One application suffices for both import 
turkey mit and exchange-control pu ne 
pion of South Africa, including South- Yes, for most goods. Import licenses No; import license carries right to foreign 
west Africa, Basutoland, Bechuana- are issued to importers on basis of exchange up to amount expressed in local 
jand, and Swaziland peated exchange quotas established currency in relevant import license. 
y Government, Special licensing re- 
strictions apply to certain nonessen- \ 
tial items; recent trend has been 
towards liberalization of such restric- 
tions and outright decontrol of many 
consumer goods and industrial raw 
materials. 
Poited Kingdom .............ncssessseesseenesernnesersnnensvesanseooes Yes; except some foodstuffs, raw mate- Yes; granted automatically following Issuance 
rials, fertilizers, etc. of import license, 
eAGUEY .-~-0.0.reccssrerosnssececoresomncesensscronssencsssnssossnsconsocssensesce | MOM covvccssossssccnssecssssecsonssecssenes No; | aay license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 
Y, B.S. Re ccesssecsssesssssneesssneesssvessssseessansesstsevensmeeneeeseeene | YES; Importing Government agencies Yes; all exchange is allocated by U. 8. S. R. 
ya a le for securing own State Bank upon receipt of import license. 
e ° , 
a ~— except for @pproximately 25 tariff No. 
items. 
REINER ccocsnicreenenignevvinenseterenninscoovensicenesiscentenetccnscenina | WANE  senscetuects 


Yugoslavia 


1Includes Bermuda, British West Indies, British East Africa Gambia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, 
ere ss: and trusteeship territories, For British Borneo—Brunei, North 


pore and the Federation of Malaya 

















No; individual import Mcense abolished 
July 1, 1952; since that time only 
licensed import firms are permitted to 
carry on import operations. 





Yes; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 

No; but Government maintains strict. control 
over foreign exchange allocations, 


British Honduras, and minor colonies, 


orneo, and Sarawak—the | regulations are the same as for 





lran Cancels Rules 
On Pharmaceuticals 


The Iranian pharmaceutical regula- 
tions put into effect on January 9, have 
been canceled. 

Existing pharmaceutical import li- 
censes remain valid but licenses for new 
products and those with expired li- 


censes are subject to approval of a 
committee established in the Ministry 


of Health. The committee will act on 
applications for licenses at weekly 
meetings. 


Nonessential products, which are not 
yet defined, are expected to encounter 
greater difficulty in obtaining\the Com- 
mittee’s approval because of the Iranian 
intention to develop home industries. 

Cancellation of the January regula- 
tions; which were announced in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, February 25, 1957, 
page 7, went into effect on May 22 un- 
der Cabinet decree No. 17397.—U. S. 
Embassy, ‘Tehran. 


LEBANON 
Lowers Duty on Wire 


Lebanon has revised its tariff classi- 
fication and import duty on wire for 
electrification purposes. 

The revision, effective January 29, 
substitutes “plated uncovered wires” in 
subdivision “b” of tariff item No. 874 
for “other,” and designates new sub- 
division ‘‘c” for_the latter. 

This action, which reduces the duty 
on uncovered plated wire from 25 
percent to 1 percent, was taken to 
facilitate import of materials for vari- 
ous electrification projects in Lebanon. 

The term “plated” refers to enamel- 
ing or a metallic protective coating. 

Tariff item affected; its new duties, in 
percent ad valorem; and former rates, 
shown in parentheses, are: 


874. Insulated cables and wires, whatever 
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kind the insulating material % be: (b) 
Plated, uncovered wires, without limit as to 
length, and having a diameter ranging be- 
tween 0.10 and 3 millimeters, 1 percent (25); 
(c) other, 25 percent (25). 


—U. S. Embassy, Beirut. 
Lowers Duty on Some Products 


The Lebanese Government has re- 
duced its import duty on fire-resistant 
materials in the form of pipes, tubes, 
retorts, and melting pots, 

Tariff item affected by the change; 
its new duty, in percent ad valorem; 


and former rate, shown in parentheses, 
are: 


651. Other fire-resistant products (pipes, 
tubes, retorts, melting pots, etc.): 1 per- 
cent (11). 


The former duty of 1 percent ad 
valorem on “refractory bricks and 
building materials made of magnetite 
or any other kind of fire play,” tariff 
item No. 650 is not affected. 


The new duty went into effect on 
February 16.—U. S. Embassy, Beirut. 


SWITZERLAND 
Revises Export Tariffs 


Several changes have been made in 
the Swiss export tariff. 

Duty rates for two tariff classifica- 
tions, in Swiss francs per 100 kilograms, 
are increased as follows (1 Swiss franc= 
US$0.233): 

No. 4. Junk and scrap of brass, from 10 
to 20. 

No. 7. Waste, junk, and scrap of bronze, 
red brass, and tombac, from 8 to 25 

The 0.1-percent tax on the value of 
goods is still collected for issuance of 
each export permit covering duty-free 
items in the schedule. For such per- 
mits, however, a minimum of 2 francs 
and a maximum of 500 francs is now 
established. 

These changes were made effective on 
April 10 under a Federal Council decree 
of April 9.—Recueil des Lois Federales, 
April 11, 1957, 





Netherlands Proposes 
Levying New Taxes 


Four bills containing fiscal measures 
announced by the Netherlands Govern- 
ment in its memorandum on expendi- 
ture reductions of February.15 were 
submitted to the Second Chamber of 
the Netherlands Parliament on March 
20 and April 23, 

The four bills refer to the following 
temporary fiscal measures: Suspension 
of the fiscal investment facilities, which 
will yield 75 million guilders annually; 
an increase in corporation tax rates, 
which will yield 100 million guilders 
annually; revision of the turnover tax 
system, to yield 24 million guilders an- 
nually; and an increase in the personal 
property tax by 7 million guilders an- 
nually (1 guilder=$0.26). 

The Government is of the opinion 
that these tax measures should be tem- 
porary because the present unfavorable 
situation can be remedied by tempo- 
rary measures, and because a perma- 
nent increase of the tax load would un- 
duly reduce the volume of investment. 
It stated, however, that a number of 
fiscal measures would be needed to help 
restore the equilibrium between national 
means and expenditures and to cover 
the cost of the new agricultural sup- 
port measures. 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Considers Duty Increases 

The British Board of Trade is con- 
sidering applications under its Import 
Duties Act, 1932, for increases in im- 
port duties on new potatoes in the 
period July 1-31 and on tomatoes in 
the period June 16-October 31. 

Importers who wish to make repre- 
sentations in connection with the appli- 
cations must do so not later than 
June 14, the British Government has 
announced.—U,. S. Embassy, London. 
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Recruitment Starts for Nine New 
Trade Missions to Oversea Fairs 


Staffing patterns for recruiting nine new trade missions to over- 
sea countries have just been announced by the Trade Missions Division, 


Bureau.of Foreign Commerce. 


The missions will be staffed primarily on the basis of a specialized 
knowledge in various fields of modern business practice. 


Under the plan, which has been in 
operation for several years, qualified 
business executives volunteer to serve 
overseas for approximately 6 weeks, 
usually in connection with a trade fair. 
Prior to departure the team members 
are given 1 week of orientation in 
Washington. 

The Government pays travel expenses 
plus per diem for living expenses. 

Qualified business executives who are 
interested in becoming members of a 
trade mission are advised to communi- 
eate with the nearest Field Office of 
the Department of Commerce. See page 
2 for a current list of such offices. 

The business specialists required, the 
countries and cities to which trade 
missions will be sent, and periods of 
service are as follows: 


AUSTRIA 
Vienna Fair, August 24-October 2, 1957 

@ Department store executive with 
experience in merchandising, sales pro- 
motion, advertising of consumer goods 
items. Chainstore experience also help- 
ful. 

@ Tourist expert with knowledge of 
techniques of stimulating tourist travel. 
Promotion, advertising, sales experi- 
ence, and knowledge of air and sea 
travel facilities also helpful. 

@ Machinery expert with knowledge 
of the design and production of modern 
labor-saving devices. Experienced with 
machine utilization in plant construc- 
tion, design, and layout. 


Alternates: 


General export-import executive with 


knowledge of shipping documents and 
manufacturers’ sales representation. 
Textile manufacturing expert with 
knowledge of fabric design, printing and 
dyeing techniques. Familiar with mech- 


anized mass-production methods and 
sources of equipment. 
Investment and finance expert. Spe- 


cial experience in licensing procedures 
and industrial development desirable. 

The Washington briefing for this mis- 
sion will be held during the week be- 
ginning August 5. 


FRANCE 


Marseille Fair, August 24-October 
2, 1975 

@ Food and wine expert. Knowledge 
of the U. S. food specialty markets and 
familiarity with food processing, 
preservation and refrigeration. 

@ Department store executive with 
management experience in sales, mer- 
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chandising, and buying practices. Chain- 
store operation experience desired. 


@ General machinery 4echnician with 
knowledge of design, production, mer- 
chandising and sales. Experience with 
industrial machinery installation meth- 
ods desirable. 


Alternates: 

General export-import executive with 
experience in promoting and merchan- 
dising practices. Familiarity with pack- 
aging and sales distribution desirable. 

Washington briefing for this mission 
will be held during the week beginning 
August 5. 


GERMANY 
Berlin Trade Fair, Tentative, September 
7-October 1, 1957 


@ Department store executive with 
management experience in merchandis- 
ing and promotion of consumer goods. 


@ Public relations or advertising spe- 
cialist” familiar with sales promotion 





investment in 





a BFC handbook 
for U. S. businessmen 


$1.75 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 











— 


and publicity techniques. Experience in 
consumer goods items preferred. 


© General export-import specialist fg. 
miliar with trade practices, duties, doe. 
umentation, foreign exchange, and 
cial experience with industrial produety 
Alternate: 

Graphic arts expert familiar wi, 
management, production and reprodyg, 
tion methods in large-volume prin 
plants, both color and black-and-white 

Washington briefing for this Mission 
will be held during the week beginning 
August 5. 


GREECE 


Salonika Fair, August 10-September 
25, 1957 


@ Tourist expert experienced in Oper. 
ating vacation resorts. Familiar with 
promotional techniques, capital require 
ments, costs and profit potentials fo 
smaller -size hotel - motel - restauran 
operations. 

© Department store executive or buy. 
ing agent. Top-level experience in mep 
chandising and promotion of consume 
goods. 

@ Food specialist familiar with pro 
essing and distribution of dried fruity 
canned foods, olives, olive oil and pop 
sibly tobacco. Knowledge of packaging 
and advertising desirable. 

@ Investment executive with a know. 
edge of securities flotation and stock 
market operations. A promotion ma 
familiar with capital formation and 
sources of capital would also be ae 
ceptable. 

Alternate: 

General export-import executive fe 
miliar with documentation. Knowledg 
of U. S. consumer markets helpful. 

The Washington briefing will be held 
during the week beginning June~24. 


ITALY 


Bari Fair, August 29-October 9, 195] 

® Industrial development expert’ 
knowledge of planning, designing, anw 
construction of high-efficiency plant 
and industrial areas. Familiarity wit 
transportation, distribution, and mas 
production. 

@ An investment specialist on hor 
capital can be secured for industri 
development. One who is familiar wit 
techniques used in the United Stata 
for attracting industry would be pre 
ferred. 

@ Food specialist with knowledge d 
modern processing, refrigeration, an 
merchandising. Food chain or retail 
cooperative experience desirable. 

@ Department store executive wit 
top-level management experience # 
merchandising and promotion of er 
sumer goods. 


Alternate: 
General export-import executive & 
miliar with documentation. Knowledg 
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gf consumer markets in the United 
States helpful. 

Washington briefing for this mission 
| gill be held during the week beginning 
August 5. 

SWEDEN 

Gockholm Fair, August 3-September 
{5, 1957, including a tour of Denmark 
ad Norway 


@ Industrial machinery manufactur- 
e, with automation and electronics ex- 
perience preferred. 


®@ Department store executive. Chain- 

store experience in purchasing and 
merchandising of consumer goods pre- 
ferred. 


@ Food expert. Knowledge of proc- 
esing, distribution, merchandising, and 
importing. 

@ Textile specialist with knowledge 
of U. S. market for specialty goods used 
in draperies, furniture, slipcovers, etc. 
Knitted goods experience desired. 


Alternate: 


Public relations or advertising execu- 
twe familiar with sales promotion of 
heavy industry goods and consumer 
specialty items. 


The Washington briefing for this mis- 


sion will be held during the week be- 
ginning June 24. 


TUNISIA 


Tunis Fair, October 5-November 
6, 1957 


@ Food importer; specialist on trade 
regulations, documentation andimport 
quotas. 


@ Machinery expert with special 
knowledge of farm equipment and irri- 
gation machinery for small-scale proj- 
ects. 


@ General exporter with special 
knowledge of nondurable consumer 
goods. Familiar with shipping docu- 
ments, foreign exchange. 


Alternate: 


Tourist executive with first-hand 
knowledge of hotel management, prop- 
erty investments, and tourist promo- 
tion. 

Washington briefing for this mission 
will be held during the week begin- 
ning August 5. 


TURKEY 


Izmir Fair, July 20-August 31, 1957 

@ Mining executive with practical 
knowledge of machinery, management, 
production, and sources of supply. Fa- 





of steelmaking 


intendent of Documents. 





s ae ne 
IRON AND STEEL 


A quarterly review of ... 


>Production 
>Distribution 
»>Consumption 


of Iron and steel products and 


throughout the world. 


Published quarterly by the U. S$. Department of Commerce. For sale by the Superintendent 
ef Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Annual subscription: 
75 cents (25 cents additional for foreign mailing). Make remittances payable to the Super 


Individual copies available only from the Department of Commerce, Sales and Distribution 
Branch, Washington 25, D. C., or the Department's Field Offices, at 20 cents each. 
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miliarity with metallic and. mineral 
ores. 


@ Investment specialist familiar with 
mining and industrial project develop- 
ment, having knowledge of risk capital 
sources. 


@ Food industry man; might be an 
importer or executive in a food chain 
or retail cooperative. Knowledge of food 
processing and distribution of food 
specialties. 

@ Tourist hotel manager with resort 
experience. Knowledge of promotion, 
management, costs, profit potentials of . 
small hotel operation. Contacts with 
U. S. sources of equipment. 


Alternates: 

Chamber of commerce, or business 
official with knowledge of the develop- 
ment ‘and financing of industrial proj- 
ects and port promotion. 

General exporter-importer with mer- 
chandising and promotion experience; 
familiar with packaging and advertis- 
ing methods which might promote the 
sale of Turkish products. 


Textile specialist with knowledge of 
printing and dyeing techniques. 

Market research, advertising; and 
packaging expert. Merchandising and 
sales experience helpful. 

Washington briefing for this mission 


will be held during the week beginning 
June 24. 


YUGOSLAVIA 


Zagreb Fair, August 17-September 
25, 1957 


@ Department store executive or buy- 
ing agent, experienced with consumer 
goods, especially handicraft items: Im- 
porting, merchandising experience also 
helpful. 

® Machinery manufacturer or execu- 


tive; knowledge of production, manage- 
ment, and sales. 


@ Food expert with knowledge of 
processing, refrigeration, preservation. 
Merchandising and distribution experi- 
ence helpful. 

Alternates: 

General export-import executive. Fa- 
miliar with trade practices, duties, doc- 
umentation, foreign exchange. Special 


experience with industrial products de- 
sired. 


Market research specialist, familiar 
with distribution, merchandising and 
promotion of nonferrous metals and 
metal products. 


Agricultural machinery engineer; 
specialist with tractors and auxiliary 
farm equipment for grain production. 

Washington briefing will be held in 
the week beginning June 24. 





Japanese usings of U, S. tobacco in- 
creased from an estimated 5.2 million 
pounds in 1955 to about 7.0 million 
pounds in 1956, according to the For- 
eign Agricultural Service. 
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U. S. Mission to France Spurs Trade 
Interest; New Leads Reported 


A number of specific import, export, and agency opportunities of 
potential interest to American businessmen have been reported to the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce by the U. S. Trade Mission now in France. 

The opportunities, listed below, were developed at the Lyon Trade 
Fair Information Center or during the mission’s prefair tour of Nancy, 


Dijon, and Grenoble. 

Companies interested in any of these 
leads are invited to correspond direct 
with the firms at the addresses given. 


Import Opportunities 


Les Abat Jours, Villa Les Palmiers, 
Chemin Villeneuve d’Angouleme, Mont- 
pellier (Herault), wishes to export 
hand-painted parchment lamp shades 
in various sizes. 

E. Beck, 21 rue Jues Valles, Paris, 
XIe, wishes to export direct or through 
agent high-quality chrome-plated port- 
able bars and service tables. 

S. A. Bloch-Potalux, 5 rue Majorelle, 
Nancy, wishes to ‘export soup concen- 
trates—bouillon cubes. 


Bouchard Aine et Fils, Beaune (Cote 
d’Or), wishes to export burgundy wines. 

Briche Toubille, 8 rue St-Charles, 
Lyon, wishes to export through agent 
an educational toy—different objects 
can be made from the various parts. 


Brun & Cie., 6 rue du Tau, Sens 
(Yonne), wishes to export stiffening 
tape for bathing suits, evening dresses, 
brassieres, and corsets to U. S. manu- 
facturers who can incorporate tape in 
end product. Also wishes to export 
hardware specialties such as bone-han- 
dled bottle openers magnetized to hold 
bottle cap after removal, and chrome 


trimmed bone pepper mills. 

Maison Marcel Buffle, 106 rue Dac- 
quin, Chambery, Savoie, wishes to ex- 
port to American specialty food im- 
porters Quenelles (made from veal). 

Chambre Syndicale des Tulles et 
Dentelles, 14 rue Desiree, Lyon, wishes 
to develop U. S. outlets for wide range 
of lace products and lace yardage. 

Etablissements Cl. Chaumier, 7 rue 
Dedieu, Villeurbanne (Rhone), wishes 
to export through agent.own manufac- 
ture of attache cases and briefcases, 

Comtoir des Produits Chimiques, 18 
rue Anatole France, Saint-Fons 
(Rhone), wishes to export through 
agent chemicals such as agricultural 
insecticides. 

Societe Anonyme Etablissements A. 
Denninger, 2 rue de la Moselle, Golbex, 
Vosges, wishes to export industrial 
bandsaws. 

Dubix, 15 boulevard de Dijon, St. 
Julien des Villas (Aube), wishes to ex- 
port laundry machinery. 

Maison Pierre Durand, 21 Grande rue 
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de la Guillotiere, Lyon, wishes to ex- 
port plastic-covered metal chairs. 

Faiencerie de Sarguemine, Digoin 
(Saone et Loire), wishes to export pot- 
tery and ceramics. 

Faucomatic, 16 rue Emile Zola, Lyon, 
wishes to export photo stencils devel- 
oped by the owner-engineer who claims 
it will last longer than any other and 
will not tear—expensive equipment not 
needed. 

Filatures & Trefileries de la Mau- 
rienne, Saint-Remy (Savoie), wishes to 
export through agent gold and silver 
thread. 

Etablissements F. Fillot, F.S.A., 
Saint-Amour (Jura), wishes to export 
prefabricated houses, motels, ware- 
houses, galvanized metal stampings. All 
metal frame work, plain or galvanized 
—fast low-cost method, Also will con- 
sider license to U. S. firm. 

Gand Maud, Saint-Vincent (Haute- 
Loire), wishes to export through agent 
classic styles of fabric gloves—produc- 
tion, 2,000 pairs daily. 

Gignez-Manufacture d’Echelles & 
Sieges en Bois Courbis, 11 rue General 
Fanconnet, Dijon (Cote d’Or), wishes 
to export furniture, such as armchairs. 

Maison Giraud, 50 cours Franklin 
Roosevelt, Lyon, wishes to expand U. S. 
market for wide range of silks in yard- 
age. 

Etablissements Hassoun, 31 rue Mari- 
etton, Lyon, wishes to export own 
manufacture of low-priced wrist 
watches for men and women. 

Societe d’Exploitation des Procedes 
HILRAYX, 1 rue Saint-Joseph, Gren- 
oble (Isere), wishes to export through 
agent or distributor violet-ray steriliza- 
tion cabinets—claims better and faster 
operation on dental and medical instru- 
ments. 

Ets. Jules Hutin, Blaise-sous-Arzil- 
lieres (Marne), wishes to export Cam- 
embert and Brie cheese. 

Societe Industrielle de Mecanique 
(manufacture), 83 chemin de St-Priest, 
Lyon, wishes to export ball bearings in 
sizes %” to 2” diameter, at competitive 
prices. 

Pierre Christian Jayr, 16 rue d’Alge- 
rie, Lyon, wishes to export high-quality 
handmade animal marionnettes. 

Ateliers Paul Jeannin (manufactur- 
er), Mirebeau-Sur-Beze (Cote d'Or), 


(Continued on page 18) 


Danish Clay Aggregate | 
Producer Seeks Licensee 


The firm of LECA (World), Ltd, g 
Copenhagen holding company, seeks g 
licensing arrangement with a U. S. fir 
for the manufacture of its patented 
light-weight clay aggregate known a 
Leca, used for building purposes. : 

The company was established by ‘the 
Copenhagen firm of Lemvigh-Muller & 
Munck A/S, reportedly one of Dep 
mark’s largest iron and steel importers, 
to administer world licensing arrange 
ments for the manufacture of Leca, 

Leca, according the the firm, is g 
light-weight aggregate produced by 
processing clay so that the clay expands 
and is converted into various-sized pe 
bles having a cellular structure. The 
pebbles, light in weight and strong 
have good insulating properties. The 
loose Leca aggregate reportedly 
be used to fill open spaces for insulate 
ing, and may be mixed on the spot with 
cement and used for all purposes for 
which cement is used. The product alsg 
may be added to cement and cast inte 
insulating and/or building blocks and 
slabs. 

Production capacity at present is said 
to be approximately 300,000 cubic yands 
a year. The 1956 output was 280,00 
cubic yards. Half the plant’s output 
is sold to construction companies and 
other users; the remainder is cast into 
blocks and slabs of various sizes and 
weights and used as insulating material 
for both interior and exterior walls. 

Pamphlets in Danish and English 
describing the aggregate, the manufac 
turing process, and its uses, together 
with copies of applications for VU. § 
patents, are available for review om 
loan from the Investment Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash. 
ington 25, D. C. Interested firms also 
are invited to correspond direct with 
LECA (World), Ltd. 16 Vestergade, 
Copenhagen, Denmark. 


———— 


Bid Deadline Extended 
On Grain Silo in Irag 


The deadline for submission of bié 
for construction of a concrete grain sil 
and appurtenant structures at Basm 
has been extended to July 31 by the 
President of the Iraqi Grain Board 
Baghdad. 

The extension was made so that 
bidders for the project may be provided 
with data on the subsurface conditions 
of the construction site. 

The project was described in Foreigt 
Commerce Weekly, January 14, 195) 
page 10, and the bid invitation on explo 
ing the subsurface of the constructi@ 
site, May 13, 1957, page 14. , 
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|] World Trade Directory 





Reports Available 


World Trade Directory reports @ 
on private foreign firms or indi- @ 
yiduals mentioned in the World & 
Trade Leads department of For- @ 

Commerce Weekly are avail- 2 
able to qualified U. S. firms—or 
will be prepared on request— j 
through the Commercial Intelli- j 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign @ 
Commerce, U. S. Department of j 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
for $1 each. The reports also may ; 
be obtained through the Depart- j 


ment’s Field Offices. 
Requests for these reports 
should include the names and 


addresses of the firms or indi- 
viduals, 

The information given ina 
World Trade Directory report 
usually includes lines of goods 
handled, operation methods, size 
of business, capital, sales volume, 
trade and financial reputation, and 
other pertinent business informa- 
tion. 
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British Firms Seek 
Working Agreements 


Two British firms seek licensing or 
working agreements with U. S. com- 
panies—one for the manufacture of 
equipment falling generally within the 
light- to medium-engineering field, and 
the second for the manufacture of 
fungicides and insecticides. 


Dunmow Engineering Co., Ltd., me- 
chancial engineer, seeks a licensing ar- 
rangement with a U. S. firm for the 
manufacture, on a royalty basis, of any 
equipment to which its fabricating, 
conveyor, and processing plant can be 
adapted. The British firm also offers 
sales development and drawing office 
services. 

The plant, located 30 miles from 
London, is said to have good rail and 
read connections. The floor space covers 
approximately 35,000 square feet; how- 
ever, under the firm’s proposed expan- 
sion program, the space will be in- 
Creased to 85,000 square feet. Interested 
firms are invited to correspond direct 
with Dunmow Engineering Co., Ltd., 
Newton Works, Stortford Road, Dun- 
mow, Essex, England. 

Rees Bros., manufacturer of fungi- 
tides and insecticides, pest controller, 
and general renovator, is interested in 
selling to a U. S. manufacturer the 
tights of a formula for fungicides and 

icides. The formula is said to kill 
all types of wood fungus, wood beetles, 
termites, cockroaches, flies, etc. The 
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Structural Steel, Drugs, and Woolen 
Cloth Among Items Needed Abroad 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized 
ment agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential 


interest to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data are 
available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, - Washington 
25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Belgian Congo 


Insecticides, 2088.5 tons, in powder 
form, containing 5 percent D.D.T., 10 
percent toxaphene, 10 percent sulfur; 
bids invited until June 21 by the Presi- 
dent, COGERCO, B. P. 3058, Leopold- 
ville-Kalina, Congo Belge. 

Bid must be submitted by registered 
mail in envelope containing no ‘exter- 
ior markings identifying bidder and 


bearing the following statement in. 


French: Sou-mission pour furniture 
d'insecticides Sud 1958. Copy of tender 
No. 361/iv.G.1. in French available.* 

Pharmaceuticals,” estimated value 
$130,000, tender No, 33/722/57; bids in- 
vited until July 31 by Belgian Congo 
Medical Services, Salle des Adjudica- 
tions du Government General, Leopold- 
ville. Specifications may be purchased 
for $1 plus postage from the Compata- 
ble des Finances du Government Gen- 
eral, Aile III Batiment Administratif, 
Leopoldville. Information on the ten- 
der may be obtained from D.C.M.P.— 
Ndolo, B. P. 777, Leopoldville. 
Ceylon 

Supply of the following drugs: 

Isonicotinic acid hydrazide, 50-mg., 
15 million tablets in bottles of 1,000 
tablets; streptomycin sulfate in 1-gram 
vials, 70,000 vials; streptomycin sul- 
phate in 5-gram bottles, 50,000 bottles; 
and combination of streptomcin sulfate, 
% gram, and dihydrostreptomycin sul- 
fate, % gram, 10,000 vials. Bids invited 
until July 16 by the Chairman, Tender 
Board, Ministry of Health, Colombo.* 


Greece 


Woolen cloth, 15,000 meters, serge- 
type dark blue for Greek Navy; bids 
accepted until June 17 by State Pro- 
curement Service, El Venizelos Avenue 
No. 56, Athens.* 


India 

Supply of fabricated structural steel 
units for seven workshops, 2809 tons, 
knocked down, tender No. F/A/T/2; 





firm offers a written guaranty of 1 to 
20 years. 

American companies interested in 
this proposal are invited to correspond 
direct with Selwyn Rees, partner of the 
firm, at 33 Parcau Avenue, Bridgend, 
Glamorgan, South Wales. 





bids invited until July 22 by the Chief 
Administrative Officer, Integral Coach 
Factory, Madras. Tender documents 
may be purchased for $10.50 a set from 
the Director General, India Store De- 


partment, Government Buildings, 
Bromyard Avenue, Acton, London, 
W. E. 


Supply of transformers and other 
equipment for nine substations in the 
Chambal Valley development, tender 
No. Project/SE/160-H/1; bids inyited 
until August 8 by the Directorate Gen- 
eral of Supplies and Disposals, Shahja- 
han Road, New Delhi. Tender docu- 
ments containing complete information 
may be obtained from that authority 
for $23.10 a set. 


Iraq 


Supply and delivery of structural and 
reinforcing steel for Basrah Power Proj- 
ect power station, contract No. 7; bids 
invited until July 15 by the Development 
Board and Ministry of Deve nt, 
Government of Iraq, Baghdad.* Bids 
must be accompanied by a preliminary 
deposit of $11,200. 

Tender documents may be inspected 
at the Embassy of Iraq, 1235 Wyoming 
Avenue NW., Washington, D. C., or pur- 
chased from that authority for $42 a set. 


Syria 


Supply of self-aligning asbestos-ce- 
ment telephone cable ducts: 3-meter 
lengths fitted with 1 joint, 5,001 meters, 
and 3- and 5-meter lengths fitted with 1 
joint, 45,000 meters; bids invited until 
June 15 by the Directorate General, 
Post Telegraph and Telephone Admin- 
istration (PTT), Nasr Street, Da- 
mascus.* 


Thailand 


Supply of steel super structures for 
seven railway bridges; bids invited until 
August 1 by the Superintendent of 
Stores, The State Railway of Thailand, 
Bangkok.* Tender documents may be 
obtained from that authority. 





Philippine exports of unmanufac- 
tured tobacco in 1956 totaled 23.4 mil- 
lion pounds, compared with 15.9 mil- 
lion in 1955, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 

Larger shipments to Spain, the 
United States, Belgium, French Africa, 
and the Netherlands made up the in- 
crease. 
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Indian Manufacturer 
Wants U. S. Capital 


McKenzies, Ltd., engaged in the man- 
ufacture of passenger and commercial 
vehicle bodies, furniture, etc., since 1907, 
contemplates the expansion of its plant 
for building railway cars and would 
like to obtain U. S. capital and techni- 
cal assistance. 

The market potential for these cars 
is good, according to the firm, and the 
expansion will enable the firm to fill 
its backlog of orders and also antici- 
pated orders. Special-type railway cars 
reportedly are not produced in India. 
The present capacity in India is said to 
be 20,000 cars a year; however, with the 
necessary machinery, this capacity may 
be increased to 36,000. 

Technical assistance is sought for pro- 
duction of components and assembly of 
the cars, and to undertake production 
of wheel sets for meter-gage and broad- 
gage cars, buffers (side and forged 
type), etc. The firm also is interested 
in obtaining machinery and equipment 
on a long-term credit or deferred pay- 
ment basis. In return, a share in the 
business is offered. : 

Supplemental data concerning this 
proposal are available for review on 
loan from the Investment Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. Interested firms also 
are invited to correspond direct with 
McKenzies, Ltd., Sewri, Bombay 15, 
India. 


New Sesame Oil Mill 


Planned in Sudan 


U. S. investment of approximately 
$81,800 is sought by Khalifa Mahgoub, 
general manager of the Equatoria 
Projects Board in Nzara, Sudan, for 
the establishment of a mill to process 
and refine sesame oil seed. 

The proposed mill, still in the plan- 
ning stage, would be capable, accord- 
ing to the initial scheme, of crushing 6 
tons of sesame seed a day. As a part 
of the total project, Mr. Mahgoub also 
proposes to establish a small tin fac- 
tory having a capacity to produce 1,000 
4-gallon cans each 12-hour shift for 
packaging the oil. 

It is understood that part of the re- 
quired investment might be in the 
form of machinery and technical as- 
sistance. Mr. Mahgoub is offering a 
partnership arrangement to the UV, S. 
investor. 

An outline of the initial proposal is 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. Interested firms also are invited 
to correspond direct with Mr, Mahgoub 
at Nzara, Sudan. 








Syria Invites Airport 
Survey Bids 


A call for bids for the technical 
study of the Damascus Interna- 
tional Airport has been announced 
by the Ministry of Public Works 
and Communications in Damascus. 

Bids should be submitted to the 
Ministry not later than Sunday, 
June 30, 1957. 

Those interested in presenting 
bids may obtain copies of the Book 
of Conditions and Specifications 
from the Ministry for S£50, or h 
about US$17, a copy. 











Italian NATO Work 
Open to Bidders 


Two projects in Italy have been 
opened to U. S. bidders under the inter- 
national competitive bidding procedure 
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza- 
tion (NATO), the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce has reported. 


The projects in Italy call for: 


Construction of an airfield lighting 
plant at Capua airfield, estimated cost 
$112,000. Major items of the work are 
supply and laying of 51,000 meters of 
various types of cable, installation of 
switchboxes, and installation of 425 
lighting fixtures supplied by the Air 
Force. The filing deadline for this 
project, No. 071, is June 20. 

Construction of fuel storages at Fog- 
gia and Gioia Del Colle airfields, ca- 
pacity 1,200 cubic meters each, at an 
estimated cost of $445,000. Major items 


of the work are construction of two - 


buildings of approximately 250 square 
meters, and aprons of approximately 
3,500 square meters. The filing dead- 
line is June 15, and the project is No. 
075. 


U. S. firms interested in bidding on 
the Italian projects should apply to the 
Ministero Difesa-Aeronautica, Dire- 
zione, General Demanio, Ufficio Studi-1 
Sezione, Viale Castro Pretorio, Rome. 
Each firm should submit a resume of its 
qualifications on an appropriate form 
obtainable on request from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


U. S. firms not already certified to 
participate in NATO work should send 
a resume of their qualifications to 
BFC’s Trade Development Division, as 
described in the brochure on the NATO 
international competitive bidding pro- 
gram, available from that Division. 





The Ecuadoran 1957 rice crop now 
being harvested is expected to be the 
largest in several years, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 


U. S. Mission... 


(Continued from page 16) 
wishes to export line of wheeled g 
including bicycles, tricycles, and scoot, 
ers. He has developed a scooter Oper. 
ated by a pedal, eliminating the neces. 
sity of foot-to-ground contact. 

Etablissements LOU, 60 rue Elyse 
Chatin or B.P. 7, Grenoble (Isere), 
wishes to export brassieres, panties, ang 
similar under garments. 

Societe Lyonnaise des Rechauds Cat. 
alytiques, 1 rue Claude Baudrand, (Cg. 
luire (Rhone), is interested in export. 
ing or licensing their catalytic heat. 
ing units for cars and trucks, and fg 
home and garage use, using a special 
fuel and a platinum catalyst. They op 
erate as low as 5° C., are noninflam. 
mable, and need no electric connections. 
The heaters for cars and trucks heat 
engine only for winter starting. 

METALUX, 99 rue du Dauphine 
Lyon, wishes to export metal boxes for 
candy packers or gift shops. 

MORIN, Pere and Fils, Nuits St 
Georges (Code d’Or), wishes to & 
port burgundy wines. 

Moulinage de Chavanoz, Chavang 
(Isere), presently represented in New 
York area, desires to export through 
agents in other areas large quantities 
of synthetic novelty and fancy yarns 
including rayon, helanca, and_nylon. 

Maison H. Mouton, 36 rue d’Avignon, 
Nimes (Gard), wishes to export cannei 
cod, salted, and pounded with garlic 
oil, and cream. 

Etablissements Parvex (Division of 
Ets. Normacem), Dijon (Code dr), 
wishes to export small fractional horse 
power motors. 

Etablissements Paul Perrin & Ck, 
Nomexi, Vosges, wishes to export co 
ton cloth and rayon and_ synthetk 
fibers. 

Pernet Velours, 23 Place Tolozan 
Lyon, manufacturer of wide range o 
velvets, including novelties incorporat- 
ing metallic appliques and brocaded ani 
transparent velvets, wishes to export 
to the United States. 

Biscuits Pernot, rue Courtepee, Dijon 
(Code d'Or), wishes to export cookies 

POLIMETA, 27 rue Royet, Lyor 
Caluire (Rhone), wishes to export ter 
tile machinery and equipment of ow 
production. 

Porcelaines Singer. (manufacturer), 
79 rue Armand Dutreix, Limoges 
(Haute-Vienne), wishes to export ! 
line of about 100 different models @ 
porcelain perfume atomizers, supplying 
either the whole atomizer or the por 
celain base; also manufactures and é& 
sires to export a novel baby dish, a I 
ceptacle in base for hot water, Dis 
also comes with musical base tha 
plays nursery rhymes. 

Poupees Mabel, 212 bis route d’Elnm 
Perpignan (Pyrenees Orientales) 
wishes to export 40 different types @ 
French regional dolls. 
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Establissements Prat, Constructions 
Electriques (manufacturer), 114 cours 
Tolstoi, Lyon-Villeurbanna (Rhone) 
desires to export through agent small 
horsepower motors for sewing ma- 
chines, household appliances, electric 
pumps, etc. 

Societe Protectal-Paris, 1 rue St- 
Joseph, Grenoble (Isere), wishes to 
export spray guns claimed to have 
unique advantages, for spraying wax on 
cheese; also for spraying paints, lac- 
quers, etc. 

Raguet et Vignes, 29 boulevard du 
14 juillet, Troyes (Aube), has distrib- 
utor in New York and Seattle and 
wishes to appoint distributors in other 
areas of the United States for hosiery 
‘and knitted goods, such as sweaters for 
men and women. 

Etablissements Rasurel, boulevard 
Vivier Merle, Lyon, wishes to export 
through agent bathings suits and men’s 
underwear. 

Anciens Etablissements Reffay (man- 
ufacturer), Les Neyrolles (Ain), wishes 
to export hand carved novelty wood 
gift items—1,000 different kinds—in- 
cluding wooden vases, ashtrays, and 
plates. 

Societe Chimere Renoir, 20-22 avenue 
Felix Faure, Lyon, wishes to export 
four models of domestic sewing ma- 
chines. 

Repiton Preneuf & Cie., 5 rue Villars, 


Grenoble (Isere), wishes to export 
through agent gloves. 

Etablissements Rougie-Vivies Souil- 
lac (Lot), wishes to export through 


agents canned food, especially foie gras. 

Edmond Roz, Revigny (Jura), wishes 
to export wooden taps or faucets for 
breweries, etc.; also good-quality and 
inexpensive wooden shoe trees. 

Roussier Inc., 7 rue des Bons En- 
farits, Grenoble (Isere), wishes to ex- 
port candies. 

Ruyer-Tisserant, Avricourt (Moselle), 
wishes to export various kinds of cheese 
including Camembert, Erie, and Mun- 
ster. 

Laiterie Saint-Hubert, 25 rue Pichon, 
Nancy (M&M), wishes to export Ca- 
membert cheese. 

Savoie-Cadrans, 59 rue Maxime Guil- 
lot, Chenove, Dijon (Cote d'Or), wishes 
to export clocks and parts, including 
alarm clocks. Illustrated and descrip- 
tive leaflets in French available from 
the Trade Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 

La Soudure Electrique Languepin, 20- 
28 rue Toulouse-Lautrec, Paris, 17e, 
wishes to export through agent ma- 
chine tools. 

Standard Lyonnaise de Textiles et 
Confections, 4 rue Pravaz, Lyon, wishes 
to export good-quality nylon lace slips, 
half-slips, panties, and nightgowns. 

Tamara, Place Mazarin, Toulon 
(Var.), wishes to export high-quality 
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India Invites Capital for Fertilizers 


The Government of India is inviting fertilizer manufacturers— 
particularly those exporting their products’ to India—to assist in es- 
tablishing fertilizer factories in that country. 

The invitation proposes that manufacturers- and suppliers submit 
proposals to the Government of India to export to India specified 


quantities of fertilizers over a period 
of years for a price based on competi- 
tive world prices, with the understand- 
ing that a sub8tantial portion of the 
profits will be utilized by the fertilizer 
manufacturer or supplier for the estab- 
lishment of one or more fertilizer fac- 
tories in India. The requisite foreign 
exchange for procuring plant and ma- 
chinery would, through this arrange- 
ment, be provided by the foreign manu- 
facturer. 

The Indian Government has indicated 
that foreign investment in the fertilizer 
industry would be welcome, either on 
the basis of a loan repayable after an 
agreed period of possibly 5 to 8 years 
at a prenegotiated rate of interest, or 
as participation in the equity capital 
of the factories to be established. 

To promote the fertilizer investment 
program the Ministry of Food & Agri- 
culture has issued a brochure entitled, 
“Fertilizers for India,” which sets forth 
the past and indicates future fertilizer 
requirements of India, and describes the 
facilities available for research, exten- 
sion, credit, marketing, and distribu- 
tion in the country. A copy of this 
brochure is available for review on 
loan from the Investment Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

Interested firms also are invited to 
correspond direct with the Deputy 
Secretary to the Government of India, 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 
Department of Chemicals and Phar- 
maceuticals, New Delhi, India. 





handmade girdles and brassieres—spe- 
cialty items. 

F. Tessier & Cie, Villenauxe-la 
Grande (Aube), wishes to export 
through regional agents standard gift- 
shop items and period and modern ob- 
jets d’art and some novel religious items 
and new ovenware items. Can under- 
take the manufacture of specialties for 
firms for use in promotion and public 
relations, and company gifts such as 
ashtrays, placques, and other novelties, 
in porcelain and terra cotta. 

Societe Industrielle des Transforma- 
teurs et Accessoires Radios, Morez 
(Jura), manufacturer of transformers 
and voltmeters, wishes to export these 
products—reportedly of good construc- 
tion and well designed—through U. 8. 
distributor. 

Etablissements Troncy Freres, 51 rue 
Robert, Lyon, wishes to export fancy 
glass mirrors and furniture. 

Etablissements Vachette, 50 rue de 

(Continued on page 20) 





Austrian Town Wants 


Helicopter Service 


U. S. investment capital, equipment, 
technical assistance, know-how, and a 
trained staff for the establishment and 
operation of a helicopter taxi service 
are sought by the Austrian village of 
Tamsweg, in the province of Salzburg. 

Located in the center of Austria, 
Tamsweg, with a population of 4,000, 
is said to be well situated with regard 
to climate, altitude (3,360 ft.), and 
geographical location for a helicopter 
service to attract the growing tourist 
traffic of the Salzburg area, 

The investor is offered the necessary 
landing ground and a large property, in 
the center of the town, reportedly well 
suited for adaptation and expansion 
into a modern hotel. The proposed taxi 
service would offer round trips to and 
from Venice, the Tyrol, Munich, and 
Vienna. 

A map of Austria outlining the pro- 
posed routes of the service is available 
for review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. In- 
terested firms also are invited to cor- 
respond direct with Buergermeister 
Johann Hagenauer, Mayor of Tamsweg, 
Marktgemeinde Tamsweg, Land Salz- 
burg, Austria. 


Italian Firm Offers Patent 
Right on Numbering Machine 


NEGRI Imballaggio, Italian manufac- 
turer of small metal products, is offer- 
ing to sell a U. S. firm the rights for 
the manufacture in the United States of 
its patented numbering machine for 
packages. 

The machine, equipped with 4 or 5 
changeable figures of 34-millimeter 
height, is hand operative for pressing 
invoice and shipping numbers on large 
crates, boxes, etc. 

The Italian company will consider a 
licensing arrangement should the U. S. 
firm prefer this to the outright purchase 
of the patent rights. 

A descriptive leaflet, in Italian, is 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. Interested firms also are invited 
to correspond direct with NEGRI Im- 
ballaggio, 6 via Montecuccoli, Turin. 
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Indian Steel Foundry 
Seeks Collaboration 


Mukand Iron & Steel Works, Ltd., a 
public limited company in India, in- 
corporated in 1937 and said to be one 
of the leading firms in its line of busi- 
ness, seeks approximately 12.8 million 
rupees (1 rupee=US$0.21) for the ex- 

ion and modernization of its steel 
eee and steel rolling mills. 

The Bombay firm expects to raise 
62.3 percent from its own resources; 
however, the balance of 5 million rupees 
is sought in the form of financial col- 
Jaboration or assistance from a U. S. 
firm 


The firm’s steel foundry and steel 
rolling mills produce, respectively, 3,600 
tons of steel castings of various cate- 
gories and 40,000 tons of bars and rods 
a year. The company, preparing to ex- 
pand the steel foundry, hopes to obtain 
an annual production of 19,800 tons— 
7,800 tons in the first stage and 12,000 
tons in the final stage. After modern- 
ization of the rolling mills, the firm 
contemplates a production of 96,000 
tons a year by working two shifts in the 
first stage and 120,000 tons in the final 
stage. 

The Indian company at present manu- 
factures steel, manganese steel, and 
other alloy steel castings required for 
the manufacture and maintenance of 
railroad cars, coaches, locomotives, 
cement and sugar factories, auto- 
mobiles, and steel bars and rods includ- 
ing rounds, squares, flats, and angles 
rolled from steel billets and ingots. 

Supplemental data regarding this 
investment proposal, including a blue- 
print layout of the rolling mills, are 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 

artment of Commerce, Washington 25, 

. C. Interested firms also are invited 
to correspond direct with V. J. Shah, 
Chief Executive, Finance & Develop- 
ment, Mukand Iron & Steel Works, 
Ltd., Bombay-Agra Road, Kurla, Bom- 
bay 37, India. 





Pakistan To Expand Cement 
Plants; Quotations Wanted 


Pakistan is inviting quotations for 
machinery and equipment needed to in- 
crease production of wet-process cement 
plants at Daudkhel and Hyderabad. 

Production is to be increased from 
350 to 850 tons daily at the Daudkhel 
plant and from 800 to 1,200 tons daily 
at the Hyderabad plant. Quotations are 
invited until June 30 for the Daudkhel 
plant and until July 31 for the Hydera- 
bad plant. 

Interested firms should address corre- 
spondence to the Pakistan Industrial 
Development Corporation, Peyedecee 
House, Kutchery Road, Karachi, for 
additional information. 
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Participation Sought 
For BurmaTextile Mill 


U E Cho, of Yadanabon Commercial 
House, Ltd., is interested in contacting 
a U. S. firm to form a joint-venture 
enterprise to produce nylon, dacron, and 
orlon textiles from imported yarns. 

The Rangoon firm will supply the 
land, buildings, and cash for local ex- 
penditures, Capital invested by the U.S. 
firm will be used to purchase American 
synthetic yarns, looms, dyes, and other 
equipment, The equity basis would be 
subject to negotiations; however, U E 
Cho reportedly would be willing, if 
necessary, to accept a minority holding 
in the proposed plant. 

The proposed -weaving mill will start 
with approximately 50 looms and will 
produce yard goods for light jackets, 
shirts, saris, etc. According to the firm, 
Burma now imports artificial silks and 
synthetic textiles. The newer synthetics, 
especially those imported from the 
United States, are said to be popular 
in Burma. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with U E Cho, Yadana- 
bon Commercial House, Ltd., 207 Mogul 
Street, Rangoon, Burma. 


U. S. Mission... 


(Continued from page 19) 


la Paix, Troyes (Aube), manufacturer 
of builders’ and furniture hardware 
(locks a specialty), desires to export 
these products to the United States. 
Ets. Ch. Van Bervesseles, Sedan 
(Ardennes), wishes to export fancy 
woolen goods for women. 
Etablissements Vibert, 89 avenue 
Berthelot, Lyon, wishes to export high- 
quality hair tonic of own manufacture 
under trade name Petrole Hahn, 
Virard & Aulagne, 270 rue Vendome, 
Lyon, wishes to export through agent 
artificial, plastic, and perfumed flowers. 
Etablissements Volart (manufactur- 
er), 47 Grande rue St. Clair, Lyon, 
wishes to export industrial protective 
headgear made of rubber for use in 
chemical and other industries. 
Etablissements V uillet-Jacquemin, 
place du Champ de Foire, Saint-Claude 
(Jura), wishes to export synthetic 
stones, including sapphires, diamonds, 
and rubies, both white and colored, al- 
ready polished. Capacity, a million 
stones monthly. 





Export Opportunities 





Bonbons Adhy, 1 rue Jaquart, Gre- 
noble, wishes to purchase bonbons. 
Jouets Bimbeloterie Berne, 67 rue du 
Faubourg St-Martin, Paris X, wishes 
to purchase American-made toys. 
Comptoir des Produits Chimiques, 18 
rue Anatole France, Saint-Fons 
(Rhone), seeks agency for chemicals 
such as agricultural insecticides. 
Ateliers Coll, avenue de la Republi- 


—— 


que, Montgeron (Seine et Oise), manu- 
facturer of dolls, wishes to purchase a 
special machine to impregnate nylon 
hair into doll heads. 

Eugene Dentand (contractor), 12 rue 
des Vallees, Annemasse (Haute. 
Savoie), wishes to purchase wallboard, 
cinder and cement blocks, and other 
similar construction materials. 

Usines Ethel, Strasbourg-Shilttig- 
heim (Bas-Rhin), wishes to purchase 
American specialty food products such 
as catsup, pickles, and cereal products, 

Societe Franciase des Produits a Polir 
(manufacturer of products for the pol- 
ishing trade, and industrial brushes), 
8-10 due de la Pointe, Noisy-le-Sec 
(Seine), wishes to import as distributor 
abrasive cloth for metal polishing. 

Industria, 8 avenue Notre Dame, 
Nice, Alps Maritimes, wishes to pur- 
chase woodworking equipment for dis- 
tribution in France, especially small 
electric and handworking machines 
and woodworking tools and devices. 

Claudius Mazenod, 14 rue Clerieux, 
Romans, Drome, wishes to purchase 
cutting dies for leather, paper, etc. 

Etablissements Schebabo, 43 Fau- 
bourg de Montbeliard, Belfort, wishes 
to buy small cutting device for use on 
bakelite, formica, and fiber tabletops. 

Ste Gimard & Cie, 9 boulevard des 
Italiens, Paris, supplier of restaurant 
equipment, desires to purchase food and 
dough mixers, and slicing machines. 

Tamara, Place Mazarin, Toulon 
(Var), operator of exclusive shop, 
wishes to purchase high-quality skirts, 
blouses, sweaters, etc. 

Etablissements Vibert, 89 avenue 
Berthelot, Lyon, manufacturer of hair- 
tonic, wishes to purchase tonics, creams, 
and shampoos for the hair. 

Wallaert Freres, 75 rue de Fontenoy, 
Lille, Nord, wishes to purchase a tex- 
tile machine to print bedspreads in one 
color and one design—must be cylinder- 
type machine with width of cylinders 
from 2 meters 40 to 2 meters 70. Also 
desires plastic yarn, metallic aspect 
capable of withstanding boiling temper- 
ature without shrinking. 


Agency Opportunities 


Madame Suzanne Borel-Delatte, 20 
rue Jean Jaures, Villeurbanne, (Rhone), 
seeks agency for southeastern France 





from U. S. manufacturer of plastic 
building materials. 
A Franck (manufacturers’ repre- 


sentatives), 325 cours Emile Zola, Vil- 
leurbanne (Rhone), seeks agency from 
U. 8S. manufacturer of textile yarns, es- 
pecially synthetic yarns. 

V. Gardet-Dubos, 3 bis rue Emile 
Noiret, Roanne (Loire), seeks agency 
for raw cotton. 

Jean-M Meiller, 2/24 chemin de 
Chavril, Sainte-Foy-les-Lyon (Rhone), 
seeks agency for plumbing and heating 
supplies. Reportedly has import license 
for 20 million francs’ worth of radia- 
tors. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed inter- 
est in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. 

While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce can- 
not assume responsibility for any trans- 
actions undertaken with these firms. 
The usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail- 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad. 

When available, supplementary infor- 
mation as indicated by symbol (*) may 
be obtained on loan by firms domiciled 
in the United States from the Trade 
Opportunity Section, Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Requests for loan 
material should include the commodity 
as well as the foreign firm’s name and 
address. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages 


France 

Hugues & Hermitte (vineyard owner, 
producer and exporter of wine), Puget- 
Ville, Var, wishes to export direct or 
through agent approximately 500 hec- 
toliters (50 metric tons) of Cotes de 
Provence red and rose wine. 

C. Mothe Caves Saint-Georges 
(wholesaler, exporter), Cabestany, 
Pyrenees-Orientales, wishes to export 
direct or preferably through a sales 








Austrian Metal Products 
Maker Wants Capital 


Capital assistance of approximately 
US$40,000 is sought by the Austrian 
firm, Alpenlaendische Schilderfabrik 
Hans Gebell, for the expansion of its 
metal-product plant. 


The firm, manufacturer of metal and 
plastic signs, badges, plaques, etc., also 
is interested in licensing or working 
arrangements with a U. S. firm for a 
diversification of its present line of 
products. 


The Austrian company reportedly has 
11 presses, 5 engraving machines, a 
chemographical plant, and adequate 
machine tools with which to undertake 
the proposed expansion, The prospective 
investor is offered a fixed return which 
will be secured by mortgage,.or a share 
in the management. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond _direct with Alpenlaendische 
Schilderfabrik Hans Gebell at 12 Prank- 
ergasse, Graz, 
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agent in each State of the United 
States Appellation Controlee aperitif 


wines, sweet wines, and high-quality 
wines. 


Blankets and Shawls 
Italy 

Artigianato di Anna Botteri (manu- 
facturer, wholesaler, exporter), 10 Pi- 
azza Vittorio Emanuele, Campoligure, 
Genoa, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 2,000 to 3,000 units 
monthly of blankets and shawls for ba- 
bies, and 1,000 te 2,000 units monthly 
of shawls and scarves for ladies—each 
item in a polyethylene bag. 


Confectionery Supplies 
Germany 

Walter Hoernlein, Metallwarenfabrik 
(manufacturer, exporter), 9 Perlenweg, 
Schwaebisch Gmuend, wishes to export 
direct large quantities of chocolate 
molding forms for the production of 
hollow and flat chocolate figures. 
Cotton, Raw 
Burma 

Yadanabon Commercial House, Ltd. 
(importer, wholesaler of textiles, hard- 
ware, tires and accessories, and tinned 
provisions; exporter of rice and teak), 
207 Mogul St., Rangoon, wishes to ex- 


port 30,000 bales of Burma short staple 
cotton, 


Curios, Novelties, and Handicrafts 


Egypt 

Maison Ayad (manufacturer, exporter 
of Egyptian handicraft; 
wholesaler, commission merchant of 
watches and ‘spare parts), 54 Abdel 
Khalek Saroit St., Cairo, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent Egyptian 
handicrafts including handhammered 
cooperware and camel saddles. 
Italy 

Giacomo Bocciardo (exporter), 8-A 
Via Roma, Genoa, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent high-quality han- 
dicraft items as follows: 50 kilograms 
monthly of gold-washed silver filigree 
work; 3,000 monthly ‘of handwoven 
woolen items; and 2,000 monthly of 
leather bags. 
Spain 

Gerardo Escudero Quintero, Indus- 
trias Escudero (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, exporter), Melendez Valdes 15, 
Madrid, wishes .to export direct or 
through agent approximately 5,000 units 
monthly of willow ware including 
beach bags, ladies’ handbags, and bas- 
kets for gifts, flowers, and confection- 
ery. Will also manufacture to specifi- 
cations, 


Doeskin 


Monaco, Principality of 

H. Renand, 11 rue Princesse An- 
toinette, Monaco, wishes to export 
through agent specially impregnated 
doeskin—for antifog on photographic 
lenses and eyeglasses—which is pack- 
aged in plastic carriers and can be 
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Austrian Paint Concern 
Plans Expansion 


Wegscheider Farben Ges.m.b.H., 
reportedly one of the largest 
manufacturers of paint, lacquers, 
and chemical products in Austria, 
is seeking approximately US$40,- 
000 in capital as well as U. S. 
patents, processes, and techinques 
for the modernization and expan- 
sion of its facilities. 

The firm, said to enjoy a large 
Austrian market, seeks to expand 
throughout Western Europe by 
the introduction of U. S. products. 
The company anticipates an in- 
creasing export market if it can 
secure the capital it seeks for 
modernization of its technical and 
manufacturing equipment. 

Interested firms are invited to 
correspond direct with Wegscheid- 
er Farben at 217 Wegscheid, Linz, 
and ask for a detail description of 
the firm’s investment plans. 





importer, * 








stamped with firm name as advertising 
item. 


Machinery 


Denmark 

Carl C. F. Schlutter (manufacturer, 
exporter), 3 Hjortevangen Charlottent 
lund, wishes to export direct or through 
agent in each State of the United 
States paper converter machinery, ro- 
tary printing machines for printing 
forms, and wallboard cutting machines 
with rotary printing attachment. 


Machine Tools 


Germany 

Gebr. Reckermann (manufacturer, 
exporter), 34-38 Weyersberger Strasse, 
Solingen, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 14 neonthly of milling 
machines. Illustrated and descriptive 
brochures available.* 


Paints and Varnishes 
Austria 

Wegscheider Farben Ges.m.b.H. (im- 
porter of raw materials for own use, 
manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter of 
paints and varnishes, adhesives, chem- 
icals for the shoe industry, furniture 
and floor polishes, and chemical-tech- 
nical products), 217 Wegscheid, Linz, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
GAL. 2—WORLD TRADE LEDES— .... 
50 to 100 metric tons monthly of spe- 
cial wood varnishes and rustproofing 
paints. 


Pumps 
Germany 

M.O.N. “(Maschinenfabrik Oberndorf- 
Neckar G.m.b.H.) (manufacturer, ex- 
porter of fluid pumps of all kinds), 13 
a-c Teckstrasse, Oberndorf/Neckar, 
wishes to export direct or through re- 
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gional agents more than 4,000 monthly 
of pumps of several kinds, including 
all-purpose hand, pneumatic hand, elec- 
tric barrel, low pressure centrifugal, 
cooling water and lubricant, and sludge 
and heating circulator pumps. Iilus- 
trated and descriptive leaflets in Ger- 
man, some in English, available.* 


Textiles 
France 


Francis Praud (artisan manufactur- 
er and exporter of wooden furniture, 
wholesaler and exporter of decorative 
tapestries), 20 place de |'Hotel-de-Ville, 
Aizenay, Vendee, wishes to export, pref- 
erably direct but will consider through 
agent, large quantities of good-quality 
machine-made decorative and uphols- 
tery tapestries, principally panels and 
Gobelins of woven wool and cotton. 
Panels and Gobelins range in size from 
25 x 28 cm. to 180 x 200 cm. and rep- 
resent different subjects such as Louis 
XV, Renaissance, Pastourelle, and mod- 
ern. Catalog and pricelist in French 
available.* 


Wearing Apparel 


France 

Etablissements Laulhere (manufac- 
turer, wholesaler, exporter), rue de 
Rocgrand, Oloron-Sainte-Marie, B.P., 
wishes to export direct large quanti- 
ties of good-quality woolen basque be- 
rets and other types of fancy caps for 
men, women, and children. 


Weighbridges 


Germany 

Duesseldorfer Waagen-und Maschin- 
enfabrik Ed. Schmitt & Cie. GmbH 
(manufacturer, exporter of weighing 
machines of all kinds), 20 Waagen- 
strasse, Duesseldorf, wishes to export 
direct or through agent weighbridges. 
Illustrated and descriptive brochures 
available.* 


EXPORT OPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Equipment 
Saudi Arabia 

Mohammed A. Basheikh & Bros. (im- 
porting distributor, commission mer- 





chant), P. O. Box 185, Jidda, wishes to 
purchase automotive spare parts for 
Ford and General Motors vehicles. 


Batteries 
Saudi Arabia 

Mohammed A. Basheikh & Bros. (im- 
porting distributor, commission mer- 
chant), P. O. Box 185, Jidda, wishes to 
purchase direct from manufacturers of 
automobile batteries. Firm desires cata- 
logs. 
Books and Periodicals 
Korea 


Panmun Sa (Panmun Book Service, 
Ltd.) (importing distributor of books 
and periodicals), 196 Nakwon-dong, 
Chongno-ku, Seoul, wishes to purchase 
direct social and political science, lan- 
guage, literature, and technology books 
and periodicals. Selections, quantities, 
and amount to be determined at time 
of each order. 


Electrical Supplies 
Monaco, Principality of 

Societe F.R.E.M., Avenue de Font- 
veille, Monaco, wishes to purchase room 
air conditioners, packaged air condition- 
ers, household refrigerators, and wash- 
ing machines. 


Jewelry 
Algeria 

Maison Perlini (wholesaler), wishes 
to purchase direct and seeks agency in 
Algeria from U. S manufacturers and 
exporters of watches, jewelry, and 
giftware. 


Lubricants 
Saudi Arabia 

Mohammed A. Basheikh and Bros. 
(importing distributor, commission mer- 
chant), P. O. Box 185, Jidda, wishes 
to purchase direct lubricating oils. Firm 
desires catalogs. 


Machinery 
Belgium 

Henry L. Brun, 34 rue Savaen, Gand, 
wishes to purchase an American-made 
machine for unraveling thread from 
rags. This reclaimed thread or yarn is 
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Wathington 25, D. C. 
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another BFC handbook 
for U. S. investors 
and traders 


.-. on Costa Rica, El Salvador, 


Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua 


“1.30 


used to make new yarn, to stuff auto 
seats, etc, 


Postage Meters 
Peru 

Sociedad Comercial Suizo-Peruana, 
S. A. (importing distributor), Jiron 
Contumaza 929, Lima, wishes to pur- 
chase portable postage meters, nonelec- 
tric type, for use in business offices, 
Correspondence may be addressed te 
the general manager, J. R. Zellweger. 
Scrap 
Germany 


Arnold Kuschel (importing distrib.’ 


utor), Bergstrasse 26, Hamburg, wishes 
to purchase direct plastic and rubber 
scrap, including crepe, in 20- to 50-ton 
lots. 


Stoves and Ranges 


Peru 
Sociedad Comercial Suizo-Peruana, 
S. A. (importing distributor), Jiron 


Contumaza 929, Lima, wishes to pur- 
chase kerosene cooking stoves and 
ranges: Cabinet models for household 
use, 3 and 4 plates, with oven. Cor- 
respondence may be addressed to the 
general manager, J. R. Zellweger, 


Textiles 
Germany 


Rhein-Ruhr-Textil I.G., G.m.b.H. (im- 
porter of textiles), lla Grabenstrasse, 
Duesseldorf, wishes to purchase direct 
textiles of all kinds. 


New Zealand 


Tatra Leather Goods, Ltd. (manufac- 
turer of leather goods and waterproof 
clothing), 96 Tory St., Wellington, 
wishes to purchase direct from U. S. 
manufacturers or seeks agency for 
proofed fabrics suitable for windbreak- 
ers, golf jackets, etc., including un- 
proofed linings. 


Tires and Tubes 
Saudi Arabia 


Mohammed A. Basheikh & Bros. (im- 
porting distributor, commission mer- 
chant), P. O. Box 185, Jidda, wishes 
to purchase direct tires and tubes from 
U. S. manufacturers. Firm desires 
catalogs. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Anodes 

India 

Progress Traders (manufacturer's 
agent, and broker), 282 Abdul Rehman 


St., Bombay 3, seeks agency for nickel 
anodes for plating. 


Art Reproductions 
Italy 


Rag. Elio Vogrig (manufacturer's 
agent), via Larga 7, Milan, seeks agency 
for colored, black, and white prints and 
post cards of artistic old and modern 
paintings, 
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Paraguayan Refinery, 
Pipeline Planned 


Publie bids are Being accepted 
for the construction of a 660- 
kilometer crude petroleum pipeline 
and a 3,000-barrel-a-day refinery, 
the Ministry of Finance, Asuncion, 
Paraguary, has announced. 

The pipeline will run across the 
Chaco from the Bolivian border 
to Asuncion and will have a daily 
capacity of 5,000 barrels. 

The closing date for receipt of 
bids will be 9 a.m., July 6. Speci- 
fications are obtainable from the 
Ministry of Finance, 














Building Materials 


New Zealand 
Charles Prime Ltd. (manufacturer's 
representative), 14 Commerce St. 


Auckland, seeks agency from U. S. 
manufacturers of porcelain enameled 
30-gauge metal in rolls. 


Clothing 
Peru 

Bartolome Musso G. (manufacturer’s 
agent, commission merchant), P. O. Box 
2526, Lima, seeks agency from U. S. 
manufacturers of men’s furnishings 
such as cotton, nylon, and rayon 
hosiery, cotton and silk handkerchiefs, 
woolen and silk neckties, and leather 
belts. 


Construction 


Egypt 

Bureau Sahab for Engineering & Con- 
struction (importer, wholesaler, retail- 
er, manufacturer’s agent), 1 Mohamed 
Pasha Sidky, Midan El! Falaki, Cairo, 
seeks agency arrangement with UV, S. 
consulting engineers or engineers and 
contractors who would be interested in 
bidding on Egyptian Government tend- 
ers for public works and plant construc- 
tion. 


Fats 

Colombia 

Vilea Ltda, Vila & Cahn-Speyer 
(commission merchant), 19-29 Car- 


rera 7, Bogota, seeks agency from U. S. 
manufacturers of hydrogenated fats, 
which will be sold to government pur- 
chasing bodies for manufacture of 
margarine. © 
Fishing Nets 

Bartolome Musso G. (manufacturer’s 
agent, commission merchant), P. O. Box 
2526, Lima, seeks agency from U. S. 
manufacturers of all kinds of nylon 
fishing nets, 


Foodstuffs 
Peru 
Bartolome Musso G. (manufacturer's 


agent, commission merchant), P. O. Box 
2526, Lima, seeks agency from U. §8. 
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packers of canned vegetables, including 
peas, asparagus, tomatoes, spinach, 
beans, waxed beans, corn, popcorn, po- 
tatoes, pickles, capers, olives, and small 
onions in vinegar, and canned fruits, 
including peaches, apricots, pears, pine- 
apples, prunes, figs, cocktail fruits, and 
fruit salads, maraschino cherries, honey 
in glass bottles, and dried fruits, such 
as prunes, apricots, pears, peaches, figs, 
walnuts, hazelnuts, almonds. and pea- 
nuts, packed in boxes, bags, or pack- 
ages. 
Fuel Oil and Coal 
France 

Leon Reucher (sales/indent agent 
selling coal), 3 rue de Landrecies, 
Avesnelles, Nord, seeks agency from 
U. S. firms for raw materials or manu- 
factured products required by French 
industry and coal mines, particularly 
heavy fuel oil containing a small quan- 
tity of sulfur especially required by the 
the iron, steel, and glass industries. 
Insurance 
Tanganyika 

J. M. Jaffer & Co., Ltd. (insurance 
agent, broker), P. O. Box 554, Dar es 
Salaam, seeks exclusive life insurance 
agency. 
Machine Tools 
India 

Batliboi & Co. (importing distributor, 
manufacturer’s agent), P. O. Box 190A, 
Forbes St., Bombay 1, seeks agency 
from U. S. manufacturer of general and 
special purpose machine tools, including 
lathes, 26” swing; shapers, 25” stroke; 
slotters, 7” stroke; drills—pillar, 144” 
diameter capacity, mild steel; and mill- 
ing machine, No. 1 size, table 35” x 10”, 


Medical and Surgical Instruments 
Syria 

Nuruddin Issa (importer, wholesaler, 
commission merchant handling drugs, 
medical and surgical instruments), P. O. 
Box 952, Azizieh St., Aleppo, seeks 


agency for medical and surgical instru- 
ments. 


Musical Instruments 
Algeria 

Rene Bernard’ (L’Equipe), 10-14 Ave. 
du 8 Novembre, Algiers, seeks exclusive 
agency for television, radios, pheno- 
graphs and components (Hi-Fi), rec- 
ords, tape recorders, and tape includ- 
ing prerecorded tape, as well as toys, 
luggage, and sport goods. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia 


Wilfred Robert Bradley, representing 
Bradley Bros., Ltd. (importer, whole- 
saler of motor vehicle replacement 
parts, accessories, electrical parts; 
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manufacturer of radiator cores and as- 
semblies), 55-59 and 68-72 Wentworth 
Ave., Sydney, N.S.W., is interested in 
automotive and electrical products. Was 
scheduled to arrive May 7 via San 
Francisco for a 3-month visit. U. S. 
address: c/o F. R. Schwanke, 100 South 
Jefferson St., Chicago 6, Til. Itinerary: 
Chicago, Detroit, New York, and Wash- 
ington. 

Leyland Catterall, representing E. L. 
Heymanson & Co. Pty., Ltd. (sales 
agent handling general merchandise), 
419 Lonsdale St., Melbourne, is inter- 
ested in finance programs. Was sched- 
uled to arrive May 20 via San Francis- 
co for a 7-week visit. U. S. address: 
c/o Curtiss-Wright Corp., 50 Rockefel- 
ler Plaza, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, New York, 
Boston, and Washington. 

Albert Ellicott, representing A. Elli- 
cott (haulage contractor), Mount Burr, 
South Australia, is interested in Amer- 
ican logging methods and sawmill 
ations, and seeks technical information. 
Scheduled to arrive June 20 via San 
Francisco for a visit of 4 to 5 weeks, 
U. S. address: c/o U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Room 419, Customhouse, 
555. Battery St., San Francisco 11, 
Calif. Itinerary undetermined; will visit 
lumber areas on the west coast. 

Maxwell J. Gepp, representing Pict 
Pty., Ltd. (producer and distributor of 
quick-frozen vegetables and fruits for 
institutions and also for retail), 103 
Whitehorse Road, Blackburn, Victoria, 
is interested in obtaining technical in- 
formation regarding field operations, 
plant layout, processing machinery, and 
factory operations in connection with 
quick-frozen fruits and vegetables. Was 
scheduled to arrive June 1 via San 
Francisco for a 2-month visit. - 

U. S. address: c/o Australian Trade 
Commissioner, 206 Sansome St., San 
Francisco, Calif. Itinerary: San Fran- 
cisco, Portland, Seattle, Sheboygan 
(Wis.), and Los Angeles. 

Saul Same, representing Comfort 
Shirt Co. Pty.,-Ltd., 165 “Rose St., Fitz- 
roy, Victoria, is imterested in design 
and layout of shirt factories, etc.; also 
interested in manufacturing shirts un- 
der license to U. S. firms, and seeks 
technical information. Scheduled to ar- 
rive June 11 via San Francisco for a 
month’s visit. U. S. address: c/o 
Singer Sewing Machine Co., 149 Broad- 
way, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, Nashville, St. 
Louis, Chicago, and New York. 


Jos. Avonds, General Manager of 
Etablissements Jos. Avonds S. A., 72 
Vredebaan, Mortsel near Antwerp, is. 
interested in importing motor vehicles, 
automotive parts, roadbuilding machin- 
ery, street markers, and helicopter 
spare parts. Scheduled to arrive June 
10 via New York for a 14-day visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Taft Hotel, 7th 
Ave. and 50th St., New York, N. Y., and 
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Technical Collaboration 
Wanted by India 


India is inviting tenders for 
technical collaboration from con- 
sulting engineers with experience 
in the design and execution of 
railway electrification projects. 

Prospective consultants should 
file their intentions to tender by 
June 15 with the Railway Adviser, 
Ministry of Railways, Railway 
Board, New Delhi, and submit 
detailed proposals to the same 
authority by June 29. 

A document containing complete 
information concerning this tender 
may be obtained from the India 
Supply Mission, 2536 Massachu- 
setts Avenue NW., Washington, 
D. C., for 50 cents a copy. 











Diamond T Motor Car Co., 4401 W. 
26th St., Chicago, Ill. Itinerary: New 
York; Chicago; Milwaukee and New 
Holstein. (Wis.); La Fayette and Co- 
lumbus (Ohio); Richmond (Ind.); Cin- 
cinnati, Canton, Akron, and Toledo 
(Ohio); and Detroit. 


Burma 

U. Sway Tin, managing director of 
U Po Nyein Co., 156 Edward St., Ran- 
goon, is interested in test peeling of 
Burmese logs; laminated timber struc- 
tures, associated glues, and engineering 
aspects; and sheet-metal processing. 
He seeks technical information on en- 
gineering aspects in the use of lam- 
inated timber structures, and would 
like to see machinery for sheet-metal 
processing. Scheduled to arrive the sec- 
ond week in June via San Francisco 
for a 6-week visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Jordan Interna- 
tional, 444 Market St., San Francisco, 
Calif. Itinerary: San Francisco, Se- 
attle, Washington, New York, Akron 
(Ohio); Baltimore,- Salt Lake City, 
Minneapolis, Chicago, Milwaukee, and 
Columbus (Ohio). 


England 

Captain Michael Farr, representing 
James Hawker & Co., Ltd. (manufac- 
turer of liqueurs and gin), Exeter St., 
Plymouth,- is interested in exporting 
wines and spirits to the United States. 
Scheduled to arrive the middle of June 
via New York for a month's visit. 
U. S. address: c/o Popper-Morson Co., 
630 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. Itiner- 
ary: New York, Boston, Providence, 
. and Hartford. 


Germany, Federal Republic of 
Ferdinand von Marx, manager of 
Frankfurter Aussenhandel GmbH (ex- 
porter, importer), 2 Frauenlobstrasse, 
Frankfurt am Main, is interested in ne- 
gotiating with U. S. prime producers 
of sulfur, iron and steel, and nonferrous 
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metals with a view toward obtaining 
sole agency representation for Western 
Germany. Was scheduled to arrive June 
2 via New York for a 4-week visit 
U. S. address: c/o Waldorf-Astoria Ho- 
tel, 50th and Park Ave., New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Chicago, 
Washington, San Francisco, and Pitts- 
burgh, 


Hari S. Gupta, representing Hira Lall 
& Sons (manufacturer of Indian handi- 
crafts), 20 East Park Area, Karol 
Bagh, New Delhi, is interested in mar- 
keting Indian handicrafts, such as 
ivory works, Brass artware, zari metal 
thread embroideries, wood carvings, 
silk scarves, handloom fabrics, and in- 
cense sticks. Scheduled to arrive June 
10 via San Francisco for a 6-week 
visit. 

U. S. address: c/o American Express 
Co. in cities on itinerary, Itinerary: 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Milwau- 
kee, Houston, Dallas, St. Louis, Cleve- 
land, Chicago, Detroit, Washington, 
Philadelphia, and New York. 


Lebanon 


Dimitri O. Debbas, representing O. D. 
Debbas & Sons, P. O. Box 3, rue du 
Port, Beirut, is interested in travel and 
tourist business, packing, forwarding 
insurance, and shipping. Was scheduled 
to arrive June 9 via New York for a 
month’s visit. U. S. address: c/o 
American Express Co., Traffic Depart- 
ment, 65 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Chicago, Phila- 
delphia, Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
and Washington. 


Mr. and Mrs. Eduardo Vallarino, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Pedro A. Diaz, repre- 
senting RHODA (Via Ardiva, S. A.) 
(ladies’ dress shop), 62 Avenida Justo 
Arosemena, P, O. Box 1577, Panama, 
are interested in purchasing women’s 
and children’s apparel and other acces- 
sories for ladies’ dress shop. Were 
scheduled to arrive about May 31 via 
Miami for a visit of about 4 weeks. 
U. S. address: c/o Panamanian Con- 
sulate, 1270 Sixth Ave.; New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: Miami, Atlanta, and New 
York. 


Turkey 


Faruk Erengul, representing self, Eski 
Posta Han No. 3, Galata, Istanbul, is 
interested in plywood, sanitary equip- 
ment plants, and in the purchase of 
machinery and small freighter. Was 
scheduled to arrive early in June via 
New York for a 15-day visit. U. S. 
address: c/o Dr. Ekrem Aslan, Bird S. 
Coler Hospital, Welfare Island, N. Y. 
Itinerary:- New York and other cities 
as required. 


Union of South Africa 


W. Johnston, representing Wilfred J. 
Kennedy (Pty.), Ltd. (agency), Pritch- 
ard House, Pritchard St., Johannesburg, 


—e 


is interested in visiting principals rep- 
resented by his company and acquiring 
a few agencies in the hardware, 

and household appliance fields. Wag 
scheduled to arrive June 1 via San 
Francisco for a 6-week visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Sutton, 22 Glen 
Ridge Ave., Los Gatos, Calif.; and ¢/o 
Seaboard Lumber Sales Co., Chrysler 
Bidg., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
San Francisco, State of Oregon, Cleve- 
land, Chicago, and New York. 





NEW TRADE’ LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade ‘lists of — poses. 
EF firme domiciled in the United 

a States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field 
Offices. The price is $2 a list for 
each country. 

Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
maki the compilations. All are 
dated y 1957. 

Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Importers and Dealers—El 
Salvador. 

Aircraft and Aeronautical Supply and 
Equipment Importers and Dealers—Bo- 
livia. 

American Firms, Subsidiaries, and Af- 
filiates—Iran. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Turkey. 

Coffee and Cocoa Exporters—Pana- 
ma, 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—Nicaragua. 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—Surinam. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Israel. 

Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers, 
and Exporters—Dominican Republic. 

Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers, and 
Exporters—Netherlands. 

Glass and Glassware Importers and 
Dealers—Surinam. 

Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
Cuba. 

Hide, Skin, and Fur Importers, Deal- 
ers, and Exporters—Norway. 

Hide, Skin, and Fur Importers, Deal- 
ers, and Exporters—Peru. 

Inspection, Surveying, ‘and Testing 
Companies—Japan. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im- 
porters and Dealers—Australia. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im- 
porters and Dealers—Ceylon. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im- 
porters and Dealers—Turkey. 

Plastic Material Manufacturers and 
Molders of Plastic Products—Sweden. 

Provision Importers and -Dealers— 
British Honduras. 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Hong Kong, ; 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Tunisia. 
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TRAVEL AND COMMUNICATIONS 





Jamaica Communications Facilities 
Expand at Fast Pace To Meet Demand 


Jamaica is expanding telecommunications facilities rapidly, both 
domestic and international, in an effort to meet postwar demands. 
In the 9-year period ended December 1955, the number of tele- 
hone stations owned by the Jamaica Telephone Co., Ltd., has increased 
— 8,744 to 22,922; gross revenue from $313,907 to $1,309,616; and 


depreciated plant investment, as a re- 
sult of additional capital, from $365,149 
to $5,368,093. The return on depreciated 
fixed capital for 1955 was 6.56 percent. 

Pressure on the company, however, 
to provide more service rapidly neces- 
sitates heavy expenditures, such as pro- 
viding internal circuits in the switching 
equipment, outward extension of the 
exchange boundaries of Kingston, Mon- 
tego Bay and Mandeville, and the rib- 
bon-shaped development in tourist areas, 
such as Ocho Rios. 

Also, many relatively isolated small 
communities are demanding service, 
which forces high investments in out- 
side plant. Plant investment for each 
company station increased during the 9- 
year period from $157 to $277, forcing 
a rate increase in April 1956, which is 
expected to yield an annual revenue in- 
crease of about $140,000. 

No increase has been made in the in- 
traisland toll rates, which are com- 
puted on a mileage base with a 3-min- 
ute minimum, plus one-third of base 
charge for each additional minute. Mile- 
age is computed along the*shortest ex- 
isting trunk route; reduced rates are 
in effect between 6 p.m. and 8 a.m. and 
on Sundays and public holidays. 


The company operates 33 exchanges, 
27 of which are dial equipped. Forty- 
one toll circuits connect the trunk ex- 
changes and 81 circuits connect trunk 
exchanges and their associated dial ex- 
changes. 


Some U. 8. Equipment Used 


The company, over half of whose vot- 
ing stock is owned by the British firm, 
Telephone & General Trust, Ltd., of 
London, is using equipment of English, 
Australian, and U. S. manufacture. 


Because of the installation of a large 
number of stations and numerous con- 
versions from manual to dial operation 
in the 1947-55 period, the company can 
boast the most modern equipment, com- 
bined handset and bell box, installe? 
according to modern standard practice. 

A total of about $7 million has been 
spent by the company since World War 
II for buildings, equipment, and auto- 
mation, and it expects to spend about 
$5.6 million more in the next 4 to 5 
years to meet the service demand. 

Design of the individual units of in- 
side and outside plant conforms with a 
fundamental plan: To establish and de- 
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velop Kingston on a dial mul!tioffice 
basis; to provide the other portions of 
the island a sufficiency of service on a 
dial basis; to develop the trunk line 
system; to develop at a rate and at 
locations which would derive the maxi- 
mum service benefit from the relative- 
ly limited amount of technically trained 
labor available; and to remain within 
the capital financing that ’can be se- 
cured. 


Relief also is contemplated for con- 
jested areas, and reinforcement where 
required at other exchanges, 


Telegraph System Shows Loss 


In contrast to the telephone company, 
the Government-owned telegraph sys- 
tem is understood to operate at a loss. 
Two hundred and sixty-nine telegraph 
offices, arranged by group centers, re- 
lay the traffic for the minor offices. 
Twenty-eight of the group centers are 
equipped with teleprinter equipment; 
transmission to the other group cen- 
ters is by telephone and Morse tele- 
graph. The system has 14 radio circuits. 

Thirteen hundred miles of pole lines, 
maintained by the Jamaica Telephone 
Co., cover the island. 

Six engineers, 2- administration of- 
ficers, and 273 operators constitute the 
telegraph service staff for the entire 
telegraph system. Postal and telegraph 
service in the minor postal telegraph 
stations is an integrated operation, re- 
quiring no special telegraph employees. 

Although entirely separate from the 
telegraph system, the* Government- 
owned 200-mile Jamaican Railways op- 
erates 48 telegraph offices; the two 
systems pass public messages from one 
to the other. 

The Cable & Wireless (West Indies), 
Ltd., whose headquarters §Sre in Lon- 
don, furnishes international telegraph 
and telephone service. The company 
maintains a cable depot at St. Lucia, 
where the cable ship “Electra” is also 
based. 

Cable & Wireless (West Indies), Ltd., 
connects with the Jamaica Telephone 
Co., which has radiophone trunks from 
its Kingston oversea switchboard to 
Cable & Wireless’ receiving station at 
Fairview on the outskirts of Kingston. 
From Fairview, the transmitter control 
lines run to Cable & Wireless transmit- 
ting station at Stony Hill, 8 miles from 
Kingston. Cable & Wireless radiotele- 


Spain Sees Need For 
Increased Tourism © 


The Spanish are becoming increas- 
ingly conscious of the importance of 
tourism in earning substantial amounts 
of foreign exchange. 

Hotel facilities have been increased 


significantly in the past few years and 
control is being exercised to prevent 
overcharging of tourists. Road condi- 
tions are improving gradually, more 
service facilities are being provided on 
the highways, and the Finance Ministry 
has issued a decree authorizing the 
entry of automobiles—not accompanied 
by owners—for a temporary period, as 
an accommodation to tourists who wish 
to have their cars sent by public car- 
riers or driven to Spain to meet them 
upon arrival. 

Relatively low price levels which 
made Spain particularly attractive to 
tourists in former years no longer pre- 
vail to the same degree. The increases, 
however, are partially compensated for 
by the increase from 38.95 to 42 pesetas 
to the dollar in the rate available to 
tourists in Spain. Those who buy pesetas 
in the United States can obtain 46 pese- 
tas to the dollar from authorized banks 
throughout the United States. 








phone circuits provide a service to ships, 
London and beyond, Miami and beyond, 
West Indies, Cuba, Panama, and Ber- 
muda. Because of the heavy increase 
in traffic, two additional Kingston-Mi- 
ami circuits will be added within 6 
months. 

Telegrams originating in Jamaica for 
international transmission may be tele- 
phoned to Cable & Wireless Kingston 
office, received at 8 Port Royal Street, 
or at any Government telegraph system 
office. If received at the Government 
office, they are telegraphed to Cable & 
Wireless at Kingston and then manual- 
ly changed over to Cable & Wireless 
(W. I.) system for overseas transmis- 
sion. Telegrams originating outside of 
Jamaica are handled similarly in _re- 
verse. Messengers deliver telegrams for 
business houses in the town area; tele- 
grams destined for other points in Ja- 
maica are forwarded by teletype to 
Government telegraphs for delivery, 

Cable & Wireless (W, I.), operates 
the following radiotelegraph circuits 
from Kingston through its Stony Hill 
transmitter-Fairview receiver: to Miami 
and to Panama, teletype; to Belize, 
Cayman, and to ships, manual key; to 
Barbados, automatic-direct printer; and 
to London and to New York, facsimile. 

Kingston is a branch of the main 
West Indies cable chain, which starts 
at Montreal and terminates in Barbados 
and Kingston; it is bifurcated at Turks 


(Continued on page 27) 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





a Books 
“ Reports 


Annual Volume of International Adver- 
tising, 1956-1957. New York. Interna- 
tional Advertising Association, May 
1957. 12 pp. 


This eighth annual survey presents 
findings in two sections: Section one is 
devoted to the advertising by U. S. 
companies operating in the international 
markets, and section two covers the 
advertising in each country by all com- 
panies. 

Data show expenditures by media, 
size of budgets, fields of business, for- 
eign advertising as a percent of for- 
eign sales, estimated volume of foreign 
advertising in 1957 compared with 1956, 
and total dollar volume by media and 
country. 

A gratis copy may be obtained upon 
request to the association, Hotel Roose- 
velt, Madison Avenue and 45th Street, 
New York 17, N. Y. 

Modern International Commerce. By 
Edward Ewing Pratt. New York. 
Allyn & Bacon, Inc, 1956. 677 pp. 
$6.50. 

An introduction to subjects dealing 
with all phases of shipment of goods 
from the producing plant to the con- 
sumer in a foreign area, and the proc- 
ess of buying in foreign markets and 
getting the merchandise through U. S. 
customs, this book describes from the 
point of view of exports some operations 
common to both export and import 
trade, such as marine insurance, ocean 
transportation, communications, and 
financing. 

The author has built his book pri- 
marily around the practical principles 
and methods of international marketing 
with considerable attention given to 
the development and management of 
exports and imports, the two major 
branches of foreign trade. 

Subjects include independent chapters 
on distribution, organizational structure 





Jamaica Communications ... 
(Continued from page 26) 


Island. A second chain, the Islands, 
links Jamaica-Ponce-St. Croix-St. Lu- 
cia-St. Vincent-Barbados, and connects 
to Santiago, Cuba (C. & W.) to Ha- 
vana, where Cable & Wireless hands 
over the signals—in a northerly direc- 
tion only—for New York, to Western 
Union. A third chain, C. & W., connects 
San Juan-Kingston-Santiago-Cien Fuer- 
g0-Havana; and Western Union; Ha- 
vana-Key West-New York. An addi- 
tional circuit, inserted in the Kingston- 
Santiago section, provides for Jamaica- 
Cuba traffic.—U, S. Consulate General, 
Kingston. 
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for foreign trade, channels of export in 
foreign markets, foreign trade manage- 
ment, export marketing methods, build- 
ing export sales, foreign trade services, 
mechanics of intefnational finance, 
financing exports, foreign credits, tech- 
nical procedures and documentation, 
imports and the tariff, import market- 
ing, and foreign trade and the law. 
Appendixes include a selected bibliog- 
raphy, tables, and the Revised Ameri- 
can Foreign Trade Definitions—1941., 





India Proposes... 


(Continued from page 9) 
amounting to $15.8 million dollars, and 
the assessment on wealth of individuals 
and companies $31.5 million in direct 
taxes plus another $10.5 million on in- 
comes that might have escaped taxation 
through tax evasion. 

Other minor changes proposed in tax- 
ation of companies are exemption from 
income tax of an employer’s contribu- 
tion to a recognized provident fund, an 
increase in percentage of income that 
would qualify for rebate of income tax 
if saved in provident funds or in ingur- 
ance, and a limitation on the carry- 
forward of losses. Provisions relating 
to compahy deposits of a part of un- 
distributed profits and development re- 
bates and depreciation allowances have 
been redrafted so as to bring out the 
Government’s intentions more clearly. 

Mainly as a result of the new taxes, 
Government receipts in the 1957-58 
budget are expected to increase to 
$2,697 million, a gain of $215 million. 
Although total planned expenditures 
are increased by $27 million to $3,275 
million, the estimated budget deficit in 
revenue and capital account would be 
reduced to $578 million from the esti- 
mated $766 million deficit shown in the 
preliminary budget of March 1957. 


EXPORT 
CONTROL 


39th Quarterly Report 
by the 
Secretary of Commerce 


. « « on first-quarter 1957 
operations under the Export 
Control Act... 


20 cents 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field ices... or from 
the Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 








WORLD TRADE — 
INFORMATION 








SERVICE. 











Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its World Trade Informa- 
tion Service. 


WTIS reports, presented in an im- 
proved format and printed in easy-to- 
read type, are arranged in four con- 
venient “packages”: 

Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a year; 
$8.50 if mailed abroad); Part 2, Opera- 
tions Reports ($6-a year; $8.50 if mailed 
abroad); Part 3, Statistical Reports ($6 
a year; $7.50 if mailed abroad); Part 
4, Utilities Abroad ($3 a year, #4 if 
mailed abroad). 

Subscriptions for the World Trade In- 
formation Service may be placed with 
U. S. Department of Commerce Field 
Offices or with the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C. Remit- 
tances payable to the Superintendent 
of Documents should accompany sub- 
scriptions. 

Copies of individual reports also may 
be purchased from the Department’s 
Field Offices or the Superintendent of 
Documents, 


The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 
Economic Reports 

Establishing a business in Iraq. WTIS, 
Part 1, No. 57-45. 8 pp. 10 cents. 


Economic Developments in Pakistan, 
1956. WTIS, Part 1, No. 57-46. 8 pp. 10 
cents. 

Marketing Areas in Pakistan. WTIS, 
Part 1, No. 57-47. 17 pp. 10 cents. 

Economic Developments in Mozam- 
bique, 1956. WTIS, Part 1, No. 57-48. 10 
pp. 10 cents. 

Economic Developments in Egypt, 
1956. WTIS, Part 1, No. 57-50. 8 pp. 10 
cents. 

Basic Data on the Economy of Angola. 
WTIS, Part 1, No. 57-51. 16 pp. 10 cents, 

Forms of Corporate Organization in 
Liechtenstein. WTIS, Part 1, No. 57-52, 
7 pp. 10 cents. 


Operations Reports 


Preparing Shipments to _ Ireland. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 57-44. 6 pp. 10 cents. 


Import Tariff System of the Fiji Is- 
lands. WTIS, Part 2, No. 57-47. 2 pp. 10 
cents. 

Travelers’ Baggage Regulations of 
Finland. WTIS, Part 2, No. 57-48. 2 pp. 
10 cents. 
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A Directory of 
FOREIGN 
DEVELOPMENT 
ORGANIZATIONS 


For Trade and Investment 


- » « Lists government organizations 


and private groups abroad having 
active programs to encourage 

the development of trade and 
investment in their countries . . « 


30 cents a copy 


Published by the Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
Sold by Department of Commerce Field Offices 
and by the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, 


D.C, 
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Japanese Industrial . .. 


(Continued from page 3) 


stantially less than the rate of growth 
in total Japanese exports. 

The favorable balance-of-payments 
position, evident over the past 2 years, 
was sharply reversed in the quarter, 
A balance-of-payments deficit of $131.4 
million was recorded for the January- 
March period, as compared with a 
surplus of $123.6 million for the like 
quarter last year. Receipts totaled 
$861.1 million, an increase of 15 percent 
over the first quarter of 1956. Pay. 
ments rose by almost 60 percent to 
$992.7 million, 


Payments Show Deficit 


Despite the deficit in payments, the 
Government has not imposed additional 
quantitative import restrictions but is 
seeking to correct the disequilibrium 
by the employment of appropriate 
monetary and fiscal actions. The im- 
port budget announced by the Japanese 
Government for April-September 1957 
amounted to $2,644 million, an increase 
of 20 percent over the budget for the 
corresponding period of 1956 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Apr. 22, p. 3). 

The monetary stringency prevailing 
at the end of 1956 continued into the 
first quarter of 1957, owing to the 
substantial surplus in fiscal operations, 
a deficit in the balance of payments, 
and a high level of demand for loans 
to finance trade and investments. 

The growth rate in money supply 
increased, as compared with the first 
quarter of 1956. The advance in money 
supply reflected the general economic 
growth and particularly the rapid rate 
of credit expansion by private banks 
as net withdrawals in Treasury trans- 
actions with the public amounted to 
261 billion yen as compared with 117 
billion for the comparable period in 
1956 (360 yen=US$1). Despite the 
sharp seasonal drop of 119 billion yen, 
note issue of the central bank showed 
an increase of 14 percent over March 
1956. Deposit money rose by 208 
billion yen, showing an increase of 
almost 30 percent over the March 1956 
level. 


Money Tight 


Bank of Japan loans and discounts, 
which totaled 140 billion yen at the 
end of December, showed a persistent 
increase, owing to the large demand 
of commercial banks for funds. By 
the end of March they had reached 276 
billion yen, showing an increase of 249 
billion yen as compared with last year. 
Loans and discounts of private banks 
rose by 236 billion yen to 4,302 billion 
yen, an increase of 32 percent over 
the March 1956 figure. 

The growth rate in credit expansion 
for the quarter was in marked contrast 
to the corresponding period of 1956 
when loans and discounts of the Bank 

(Continued on page 32) 
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Sweden Plans To Expand 
Power Facilities 


The Swedish Water Power 
Board has submitted to the Gov- 
ernment of Sweden its proposed 
power expansion program. 

The plan calls for construction 
by 1963 of 12 new power stations 
capable of generating 9,595 mil- 
lion kilowatt-hours a year; by 
1968 an additional 66 power 
stations with a capacity of 19,- 
300 million killowatt-hours annu- 
ally; and after 1968 an additional 
50 stations generating 13,000 mil- 
lion kilowatt-hours annually. 

At the end of 1956 Sweden’s 
total hydroelectric power capacity 
was estimated to have a produc- 
tion of 26,400 million kilowatt- 
hours a year.—U. S. Embassy, 
Stockholm. 











Venezuelan Airline 
To Buy New Planes 


A private Venezuelan airline, Aero- 
vias Venezolanas, S. A., has been grant 
ed a $1.2 million credit to assist in 
financing the purchase of five new-type 
U. S. passenger aircraft, the Export- 
Import Bank of Washington has an- 
nounced. 

The loan will assist AVENSA in pur- 
chasing 5 F-27 40-passenger commer- 
cial transports, a type now being manu- 
factured by the Fairchild Engine & 
Airplane Corp. of Hagerstown, Md. The 
credit also will be used for the purchase 
of spare parts. 

The F-27 is described by the manufac- 
turer as a replacement for the DC-3, 
the workhorse plane of World War II, 
and is designed for special requirements 
of short- and medium-range operations. 
It was designed and developed by Fok- 
ker Aircraft Co., Amsterdam, and by 
Fairchild. 

The five aircraft will be delivered to 
AVENSA in April, May, June, Septem- 
ber, and October, 1958. 





The Provincial administration of 
Groningen, Netherlands, has announced 
its intention of constructing a 100,000- 
kilowatt powerplant in the Province 
at an estimated cost of 60 million 
guilders, the equivalent of US$15.6 mil- 
lion, 

The new plant, to be known as Hunze- 
Centrale, will require a plant site of 
about 74 acres and will be built so as 
to permit an expansion of up to 500,000 
kilowatts—U. §. Consulate General, 
Amsterdam. 


June 10, 1957 


German Air Transport Stepped Up, 


Routes Expanded, Services Improved 


Air transportation in the Federal Republic of Germany showed 
steady growth in 1956 and attained a high record of safety. 

Lufthansa, the only commercial air carrier licensed by the Re- 
public to operate scheduled air passenger and freight services, substan- 
tially expanded its route network and improved its quality of service 


during the year. The network now cov- 
ers a total length of 44,183 kilometers. 

Although the line’s summer sched- 
ules provided a greater density of serv- 
ices on its European routes, Lufthansa 
achieved its more remarkable devel- 
opment last year in its intercontinental 
services. By summer it had increased 
flights between Europe and North 
America to 11 trips weekly, in August 
it reestablished service between Ger- 
many and South America, and in Sep- 
tember a third traditional service of 


Germany commercial air transport to ~ 


the Middle East was reopened. 


Line Serves 25 Airports 


Under its 1956-57 winter schedules 
Lufthansa served 25 airports—3 in 
North America, 3 in South America, 3 
in Asia, 1 in Africa, and 15 in Europe, 
8 of which are in the Federal Repub- 
lic—compared with only 12 airports 
served in the winter of 1955-56. Be- 
tween the two seasons its international 
operations increased from 84,000 to 177,- 
000 kilometers a week and internal op- 
erations rose from 36,000 to 68,000 a 
week. 

Lufthansa carried 228,680 passengers 
in 1956, 1,961 tons of freight, and 1,056 
tons of mail. In the first 18 months of 
its operations, beginning May 1955, the 
carrier had no accidents of any kind. 

The additional services put on during 
the year were not sufficient, however, 
to satisfy the increasing German de- 
mand for internal air traffic. Conse- 
quently the Ministry for Transport con- 
tinued foreign carrier cabotage privi- 
leges on internal routes for all services 
having a time difference of over 60 
minutes between their departures and 
those of Lufthansa. 


In April the line introduced a special 
7-day excursion fare on internal flights, 
which was also accepted by the foreign 
carriers still authorized to operate 
cabotage services in the country. 

At the close of the year Lufthansa 
was operating 8 Lockheed Super Con- 
stellations in Trans-Atlantic and Mid- 
dle East service, 4 Convair 340’s_in 
European international service, and 3 
DC-3’s in internal German services. 

A further increase in the fleet has 
been provided for. For medium-range 
service, 4 Convair 440’s were ordered 
with a March 1957 delivery date, and 
9 Vickers Viscount 814’s will be re- 
ceived between the fall of 1958 and the 





spring of 1959. Its 4 Convair 340’s are 
to be converted to 440’s. For long-range 
operations, 4 Lockheed Super Constel- 
lation 1649G’s are on order, 2 of which 
will be delivered late in 1957 or early 
1958. Looking ahead to the jet age, 
Lufthansa is among the first to have 
placed orders for 4 Boeing 707’s. 

The airline continued to have a criti- 
cal shortage of first-line pilots for 4- 
motored equipment. During the year it 
replaced the first-line pilots on loan 
from British European Airways for 
initial operation of the DC-3’s and Con- 
vairs. Only four first pilots were quali- 
fied, however, for operation of the 
Super Constellations, and at the end of 
the year Lufthansa was still relying on 
10 Trans World Airline first pilots. In 
view of its need for future pilots Luf- 
thansa has established a commercial 
pilots’ school at Bremen. 


Nonscheduled Services Operated 


Nineteen nonscheduled commercial 
enterprises were registered for partici- 
pation in commercial aviation in the 
Federal Republic last year. Of these, 7 
were licensed to engage in excursion 
and tourist flights, and the others were 
primarily for local sightseeing, aerial 
photography, advertising, tramp freight, 
and medical flights. 

Three of the larger nonscheduled 
carriers have become prominent in the 
passenger charter business—Lufttrans- 
port Union Gmb.H and Deutscher 
Flugdienst G.m.b.H, both located in 
Frankfurt, and Luftreederei Herfurtner, 
registered in Duesseldorf, 


In “all inclusive” tours, approximate- 
ly 50,000 passengers were transported 
last year by these nonscheduled lines to 
destinations outside the Federal Repub- 
lic, principally to Spain and the Bale- 
aric Islands. All-inclusive tours also 
were operated out of Berlin, with the 
use of British chartered aircraft under 
contract to German nonscheduled com- 
panies or German travel agencies. A 
considerable expansion in excursion 
flights is planned for this summer. 

Pleasure flying had enthusiastic sup- 
port the past year. Approximately 300 
private aircraft were registered in the 
Republic, and at the end of the year, 
there were 9 private pilot schools, or 
noncommercial pilot training schools, 
and 20 training centers organized and 

(Continued on page 31) 
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Motor Traffic Makes 
Large Gain in Denmark 


Motor traffic in Denmark shows a 
phenomenal increase since 1939, ac- 
cording to statistics through 1955 re- 
leased by the Danish Directorate for 
Public Roads. 

Whereas in 1939 there was only 1 
automobile for every 23.5 residents, 
there was 1 for every 13.5 in 1955. 

Traffic over the Little Belt Bridge 
connecting Jutland with the Island of 
Fyn has tripled since prewar years, and 
traffic by ferry over the Large Belt 
connecting Fyn with the Island of 
Sjaelland, on which Copenhagen is lo- 
cated, has increased 3% times. Between 
Helsingor in north Sjaelland and Hal- 
singborg, the nearest Swedish city, traf- 
fie by ferry is 6% times greater. 

Number of automobiles in operation 
doubled between 1939 and 1955 and mo- 
torcycles increased fourfold. After the 
war and the German occupation fewer 
motor vehicles were in operation than 
in 1939, but in 1949 the prewar number 
was again approximately reached. From 
then on use of motor vehicles rose rap- 
idly year by year, and at the end of 
1956 approximately 360,000 motor ve- 
hicles were in operation in Denmark, 
including passenger cars, buses, trucks, 
and vans but not including motorcycles. 

Trucks have shown the largest in- 
crease and have become larger and 
faster. Measured in tons per kilometer, 
truck traffic has risen 200 percent since 
1939, 

During the period vehicles have shown 
- the greatest increase in the country— 
from 42 per 1,000 persons to 800—next 
highest increase in the small towns, or 
from 45 to 68, and a rise from 45 to 65 
in Copenhagen.—U. S. Embassy, Copén- 
hagen. | 





Canadair Plans To Resume 
Building Commercial Planes 


Canadair Limited of Montreal will 
resume commercial airplane building 
with production of a Canadian version 
of the Brigtol Britannia turboprop, the 
company has announced. 


Canadair is presently manufacturing 
a piston-powered version, CL44, of this 
aircraft as a Royal Canadian Air Force 
long-range submarine hunter-killer. In 
addition, RCAF has ordered an unknown 
number of a transport which is a ver- 
sion of the Britannia CC-106. 


Under an agreement with the Bristol 
Aeroplane Co. of England, Canadair will 
have worldwide sales rights for the new 
aircraft except in the United King- 
dom.—U. S. Embassy, Ottawa. 
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Trucking Rates To Be 
Raised in Britain 


British Road Services, the Government- 
owned trucking agency, has announced 
that, in the face of accumulated in- 
creases in costs arising from wage 
awards and higher prices for fuel, tires, 
and other sundry items, it has no alter- 
native but to increase its rates. 


The increase in rates, planned to go 
in effect retroactively on May 20, is 
expected to produce an overall increase 
of approximately 744 percent over reve- 
nue derived from charges in force before 
last December. 


The greater incidence of rate in- 
creases falls on the small trucking con- 
signments, on which the effect of rising 
costs is more pronounced. 


The provisional 2-percent increase 
which has been in force since April 15 
pending settlement of wage negotiations 
will be discontinued with introduction 
of the new rates. 


Gross receipts from freight carried by 
British Road Services in 1955 amounted 
to £54.5 million.—U. S. Embassy, London. 





Repeal of Maracaibo 
Buoy Tax Proposed 


The Venezuelan Minister of Finance 
on April 29 sent to the Venezuelan Con- 
gress the draft of a proposed Govern- 
ment bill calling for repeal of the 14- 
year-old Maracaibo “buoy dues” tax. 

In a memorandum of justification the 
Minister explained that although repeal 
of the tax would represent an average 
annual loss of approximately 2 million 
bolivars to the National Treasury, it 
would be compensated for by the new 
Maracaibo bar channel! toll. 


The Minister is of the opinion that 
the new toll rate is more just and 
equitable and more favorable to the 
commerce of Maracaibo than was the 
buoy tax, as charges under the latter 
were on net registered tonnage of vessel 
rather than on cargo carried, as is the 
channel toll. 

According to the regulations for use 
of Maracaibo Channel, the toll will not 
be put into effect until payment of fees 
under the buoy tax law is eliminated. 

The toll fees are payable directly to 
the Government’s Autonomous WNa- 
tional Waterways Institute and do not 
revert to the National Treasury.—U. S. 
Embassy, Caracas. 

The Canadian Government is taking 
initial steps to construct a 50,000-kilo- 
watt thermal power station either in 
New Brunswick or Nova Scotia and 
to undertake a survey to determine fu- 
ture power requirements of the two 





Provinces. The new station is to be 
completed by 1959.—U. S. Embassy, 
Ottawa. 


RUTTER 


TRANSPORT 
NOTES 


{TYRRELL 





Nippon Yusen Kaysha has resumed 
scheduled passenger and cargo services 
to the west coast of South America 
after a lapse of 16 years. Four modern 
vessels have been put into operation to 
pick up and discharge cargo and pas- 
sengers at the major seaports on the 
South American coast, a company offi. 
cial reports. SS Kyoyu Maru arrived 
at the port of Callao with 700 tons of 
cargo from Kobe, Japan, on May 13,— 
U. S. Embassy, Lima. 





Chilean State Shipping Co. (Em- 
presa Maritima del Estado) has con. 
tracted with a French firm, Groupe- 
ment d’Exportation de Navires et d’En- 
gines de Mer en Scier, for construction 
of 9 coastal vessels, the company has 
announced, Six are to be of the 150- 
to 300-ton class, 1 of 1,500 tons, and 2 
of 2,500 to 3,000 tons.—U. S, Embassy, 
Santiago. 





A new passenger and car-ferry air 
service will soon be in operation be- 
tween Ostend, Belgium, and Southend, 
England. The service, to be operated 
jointly by Sabena-Belgian Air Lines 
and the privately owned British com- 
pany Air Charter, Ltd., will begin June 
4, Six flights daily will be offered in 
each direction through June, after which 
the frequency will be raised to twelve. — 
U. S. Embassy, Brussels. 





Olympic Airways Co., the new Greek 
airline, will inaugurate flights to Lon- 
don, Istanbul, and Beirut on June 1, 
according to press reports. 

The company reportedly has bought 
a DC-6B aircraft and ordered others 
of the same type. Service to other places 
in Europe and Africa is planned at a 
later date.—U. S. Embassy, Athens. 

Servicos de Navegacao da Amazonia 
a Administracao do Porto do Para 
(SNAPP), the shipping company oper- 
ated by the Brazilian Government for 
navigation on the Amazon River, has 
reopened service between Belem and 
Iquitos, 

A new and fast ship capable of 
carrying 500 tons of cargo and 390 
passengers will make a monthly trip 
to Iquitos, 

The company also is studying the 
possibility of establishing a service from 
Labrea in the State of Amazonas to 
Cobija in Bolivia, using new flat-bottom 
vessels imported from the Netherlands. 
Connection of these two important 
ports will permit a larger volume of 
business between that part of Brazil 
and Bolivia.—U. S. Consulate, Belem. 
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Angolan Economy ... 
(Continued from page 5) 

tional Development Plan for various 

development projects such as prepara- 

tion of land for colonization, extension 

and improvement of railroads, and im- 

provement of port facilities. 

Additional extensions of the Mos- 
samedes Railway continued and will 
eventually link Mossamedes port. with 
Northern Rhodesia. This railroad, which 
will be the best equipped in Angola, 
presently terminates 259 miles inland, 
put another 200 miles is nearing comple- 
tion. A second important transportation 
link due for completion in 1959, is an 
asphalted road to Luanda from the 
Congo District. This will offer the ad- 
vantage of year-round utilization and 
seems certain to tap most of the Congo 
coffee crop for export throught the 
capital. 

Work is under way on the Congo Rail- 
way and, if completed, this railway will 
| be a major means of moving the Congo 
| erop to the coast. A project for improv- 
ing the highway from Ambriz to Lu- 
anda and possibly the construction of a 
railroad is presently underway. Ambriz 
now serves as a port, but it is a shal- 
low bay, and the ability to transport 
freight to Luanda, where shipping is 
not dependent upon tides and weather, 
will add to the net profit of the coffee 
growers and other producers. 

A port that will certainly become one 
of Angola’s leading ports within the 
near future is Mossamedes, owing to 
the opening of additional port facili- 
ties including quays and cranes to facil- 
itate faster loading, unloading, and 
clearing of vessels. 

The fiscal position of Angola con- 


tinued to improve in 1956, maintaining 
the healthy trend that has resulted in 
budgetary surpluses for the past 20-odd 
years. Receipts and expenditures for 
1956 were each estimated at $64,620,120, 
representing an increase of about 2 
percent over the revised estimates for 
1955. Funds in the Treasury as of 
December 31 amounted to $46,256,500, 
and the public debt was fixed at. 
$39,915,600. The reserve in the ex- 
change fund was close to $35 million. 
—U, S. Consulate, Luanda, 





German Air... 


(Continued from page 29) 
operated by aviation sports clubs and 
associations. To lower the costs of this 
rather expensive type of sport, efforts 
are being made to develop small pow- 
ered aircraft and powered gliders. 

Under the provisions of article 17 
of the Benn Conventions—Paris Proto- 
eol on Termination of the Occupation 
Regime in the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many—the Standing Commission for 
Coordination of Aviation in the Fed- 
eral Territory was constituted in May 
1956. Composed of representatives of 
the Federal Republic, the United States, 
the United Kingdom, and France, the 
Commission handles all matters requir- 
ing coordination of civil and military air 
activities over the Federal territory, in 
particular air traffic control services. 


The Federal Government continued 
to assist aeronautical research by 
financing assignments. By this means 
it- facilitated expansion of research cen- 
ters in North Rhine Westphalia, Lower 
Saxony, Bavaria and Baden Wuerttem- 
berg.—U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 
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Cuban Business ... 


(Continued from page 2) 
Development Bank (BANDES), an- 
nounced plans for the issuance on May 
20 of 15 million pesos in savings bonds, 
in denominations of 10, 20, 50, and 100 
pesos. The bonds are scheduled to 
double their value in 24 years. Average 
interest rates compounded are to be 
about 2.93 percent, as compared with 
3 and 3% percent now being paid by 
many local banks and to the 4 to 5% 
percent earned on long-term public- 
works bonds and industrial- and 
housing-development bonds. However, 
the above savings bond issue contains 
a lottery feature which is expected to 
at least partially offset the relatively 
low interest rate. 

Perhaps the most significant labor 
development of the year, thus far, was 
the Government interference on April 
12 in the activities of the powerful 
Labor Federation of Electric, Gas, and 
Water Plants. This action was taken 
by the Ministry of Labor immediately 
after a meeting of the’ National Coun- 
cil of the Confederation of Cuban 
Workers (CTC) in which it was re- 
solved almost unanimously by its 254 
participants to suspend the leaders of 
the Electric Federation and withdraw 
their trade union rights for a period of 
2 years as a disciplinary measure for 
violation of CTC policies—particularly 
those pertaining to new legislation 
which requires screening for Commu- 
nist sympathies of all new employees 
in public service companies. 

While the CTC supports these enact- 
ments, the leaders of the Electric 
Federation opposed them. The inter- 
vention order by the Labor Ministry 
established a provisional governing 
board which will supervise elections 
in the Federation and its 6 affiliated 
unions within a period of 90 days. 
Initial reaction to intervention was a 
3-day slowdown strike in the offices of 
the Cuban Electric Co. This slowdown, 
which did not interfere with essential 
electric services, was later called off 
and all activities were normal at the 
end of the month.—U. S. Embassy, 
Havana. 





Crossbred wools met excellent de- 
mand at the Wellington, New Zealand, 
auction on April 8, when a total of 30,- 
300 bales was scheduled for sale, ac- 
cording to the Foreign Agricultural 
Service. Bidding was highly competi- 
tive, with British and Continental buy- 
ers dominating. 


a 





Mexican orange exports to all coun- 
tries in February amounted to 121,694 
boxes, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports. 

In January-February 1957 exports 
totaled 286,567 boxes, compared with 
65,351 boxes for the first 2 months of 
1956. 
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Latin American Exchange Rates 


NOTE: Quotations are based on selling rates, in units of foreign currency per dollar. The p 
quetzal, the Panamanian balboa, and the Cuban peso are linked to the dollar at 1 to 1; the 


eso of the Dominican Republic, the Guatemalay 


faitian gourde is fixed at 5 gourdes to a dollar, 


















































































































































* Average rate Latest available quotations 
Unit 
Coun oted Type of exchange : 

oe =. 1955 1956 1957 Rete Jooreqenae Date 
(annual) (annual) (March) U. bo ourrency 1957 

Argentina........| Peso.. | Official 718.00 18.00 18.00 18.00 .0556 May 27 
Free 134.48 35.16 39.00 40.60 .0246 Do. 

Bolivia... | Boliviano.........j Free 302.75 7,920.00 7,640.00 7,650.00 .00012 May 2% 

Brazil* Cruzeiro.........| Official 18.82 18.82 18.82 18.82 0531 May 15 
Free. 75.40 74.72 66.05 77.00 .0130 Do, 

Chile..............| Peso... Bankers’ £5€6...........c.ssessevseee: rats 502.00 5380.00 592.00 .0017 May 17 
Brokers’ £5 €O...........0evereeeseeees cenesece 534.00 618.00 701.00 0014 0. 

Colombia. Peso.. .| Basic 2.51 2.51 2.51 2.51 .3984 Ay. 30 
Free. 24.03 5.10 6.50 7.06 .1418 10. 

Costa Rica......| Colon.. Official 5.67 5.67 5.67 5.67 .1764 May 31 
Free 6.65 6.65 6.65 6.65 .1504 Do. 

Ecuador.........4 Sucre... Central bank (officia))........ 15.15 15.15 15.15 15.15 .0660 May 2% 
ree 17.41 18.50 18.22 18.30 .0550 Do. 

El Saivador....| Colon..... .| Free 2.50 2.50 2.50 2.50 .4000 May &1 
Hondurazs........j Lempira...........| Official 2.02 2.02 2.02 2.02 .4950 Do, 
Mexico............| Peso.. Free 12.51 12.51 12.51 12.51 .0799 Do, 
Nicaragua.......j Cordob4. | Official 36.00 7.05 7.05 7.05 1418 Do. 
Curb 7.32 7.75 7.75 7.75 .1290 Do. 
Paraguay......... Guarani............| Official 60.00 60.00 60.00 60.00 .0167 Do. 
| SEE eee n.a. n.a. 120.50 .0083 Do. 

Peru Sol Exchange certificate........... 19.00 19.00 19.00 19.00 .0526 May 28 
Free 19.18 19.06 19.05 19.06 .0525 Do, 
Uruguay......... .| Peso.. | Basic....... 2.10 2.10 2.10 4762 Do, 
Free certificate. ..............----| sie 4.11 4.11 4.11 .2435 Do. 
Free 3.39 3.90 3.84 4.08 -2450 Do. 

Venezuela........| Bolivar Free. 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.35 -2985 May 31 

(For explanation of rates, see notes in For- *Free market legalized May 13. 1955. category, 41.7-43.2 cruzeiros per dollar; second 
eign Commerce Weekly, April 8, 1957, p. 17.) *Par value changed from 5 to 7 cordobas category, 62.5-66.3; third category, 86.5-88.2; 


Official rate went into effect on October 28, 
1955. Free market rate did not become opera- 
tive until November 3, 1955 (see Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, November 14, 1955, p. 2). 


per dollar, effective July 1, 1955. 

*Auction rates in the Rio de Janeiro auc- 
tion for May 7, 1957, for U. 8S. dollars for 
120 days delivery ranged as follows: First 


fourth category, 132-135.8; fth category, 
330-331.5. These rates must be added to the 
official selling rate, with applicable taxes, is 
order to get the effective selling rates. 





Japanese Industrial . . . 


(Continued from page 28) 

of Japan actually declined by 15 billion 
yen and loans and discounts by private 
banks increased by only 63 billion yen. 
These vamations reflected the high 
demand for industrial funds and the 
increased demand for bank financing 
of import bills. In these circumstances 
interest rates showed a rising tendency; 
the call-money rate reached a record 
high of 10.8 percent in February but 
declined slightly in March. 


Bonds Purchased 


Several actions were taken to allevi- 
ate the monetary stringency. The 
Ministry of Finance made substantial 
purchases of banking and corporate 
bonds with funds obtained from the 
Trust Fund Bureau. In an effort to 
normalize the short-term money market 
and to balance the supply and demand 
of funds, the Bank of Japan increased 
its basic discounts rates effective March 
20, 1957. - 

The rediscount rate on commercial 
bills was raised from 7.3 percent to 
7.665 percent. Simultaneously, the 
Higher Interest Rate Application Sys- 
tem, which penalizes private banks for 
excessive borrowing from the central 
bank, was adjusted so as to unify the 
penalty rates and permit larger bor- 
rowings from the central bank before 
the high penalty rates became applica- 
ble there by reducing the effective dis- 
count rate. In addition, the Bank of 
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Japan’s collateral system was revised 
so that prime ordinary bills became 
eligible as collateral for Bank of Japan 
loans. 

Subsequently, the Bank of Japan 
made a major move to tighten credit 
by increasing the basic discount rate 
from 7.6 percent to 8.4 percent, effec- 
tive May 7. This action is expected to 
restrain consumer and investment de- 
mand and ease the strain on the 
balance of payments by reducing im- 
port demand and avoiding the diversion 
of industrial production from export 
markets to domestic consumption. 





Portuguese Economic ... 


(Continued from page 6) 


by a comparable rise in the total export 
values, Imports rose sharply to new 
peaks following the usual seasonal de- 
cline in January. Total import value 
for the quarter was well above first- 
quarter import totals for any recent 
year; export value was slightly under 
the total for the first quarter of 1956. 

The widening trade gap was attribut- 
able chiefly to larger imports of coal, 
industrial machinery, steel, cotton, and 
wheat. Exports of common wines and 
naval stores declined, compared with 
the first quarter of 1956. In addition, 
price drops were noted in exported 
wines, rosin, manufactured cork, py- 
rites, and forest products. 

The cod-fishing fleet, which has left 
for the banks in the Northwest Atlantie 
for the current fishing season, was re- 


ported to comprise more vessels and a 
larger aggregate tonnage than ever be- 
fore. The fleet consisted of a total of 
75 vessels, with crews totaling some 
5,500 men, 


The important sardine fishing indus- 
try, which is seasonallgginactive in the 
winter months, reported unusually good 
catches for the last half of 1956, ac- 
cording to data released in the quar- 
ter. The off-shore fishing boats ac- 
counted for a catch in 1956 of 163,660 
tons, of which sardines totaled 93,172 
tons. Of the sardines landed, about 55 
percent were purchased by canners; the 
remainder was sold as fresh fish for 
local consumption. 

Pressure toward higher wages ap 
pears to have eased in the quarter, 
following scattered wage increases last 
year. No instances of labor unrest have 
been reported in the past few months, 
which appears to indicate a better ad- 
justment between wages and prices. 

The money supply, as measured by 
note circulation and deposits, was well 
over last years corresponding levels for 
the early months of the year. Greater 
togals for bank clearings also reflected 
an expansion in business operations.— 
U. S. Embassy, Lisbon. 





U. S. April exports of soybeans are 
estimated at 6.5 million bushels on the 
basis of inspection returns, making & 
total of 60 million bushels since Octo 
ber 1—9 million more than in October- 
April 1955-56, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





LK. Exports of Office 
Equipment at Record High 


Exports of office equipment from the 
United Kingdom in 1956 reached a new 
record figure of £24,870,586, compared 
with £22,400,341 in 1955, according to 
the Office Appliance and Business 
Equipment Trade Association in Lon- 
don. 

Of this total, £16,320,957 was for 
equipment, such as typewriters and ac- 
counting machines, compared with 
{14,786,633 the year before; and £8,549,- 
629 for auxiliary equipment, such as 
steel office furniture, safes and sta- 
tionery, compared with £7,612,708 in 
1955. 


The biggest increase was in exports 
of accounting machinery, which rose 
from £3,908,199 in 1955 to £4,521,551 
in 1956, and in shipments of portable 
typewriters, which* rose from £833,284 
to £1,087,199. 

Since World War II the United 
Kingdom's office equipment industry has 
grown until it is now second only in 


| size to that of the United States. Total 


production of office equipment in 1956 
was valued at £65 million of which 
£25 million was exported. 

Chief importers of British office equip- 
ment during the year, according to the 
December issue of Trade and Naviga- 
tion Accounts of the United Kingdom, 
were Australia, £2,580,553; the United 
States, £1,202,380; Canada, £1,471,124; 
South Africa, £1,062,548; India, £1,000,- 
844; France, £810,596; and West Ger- 
many, £622,972. The United States was 
the largest export market for British- 
made duplicators, and second best cus- 
tomer for adding, listing, and calculat- 
ing machinery, and third biggest pur- 
chaser of standard typewriters. Canada 
was the leading purchaser of dictating 
machines and portable typewriters. 


Two U.S. Firms Establish 
Subsidiary in Belgium 


Picker X-ray Corp., Waite Manufac- 
turing Division, Inc., of Cleveland, Ohio, 
and Sanborn Co. of Waltham, Mass., 
have announced the establishment of a 
company in Brussels, Belgium, to pro- 
vide service facilities for their lines of 
electromedical and dental products. 

The new company, Picker X-ray & 
Electronics, S. A., will service X-ray 
machinery, cobalt 60 equipment for 
therapeutic purposes, and radiation 
measuring instruments, all products of 
Picker; and electrocardiographs, a prod- 
uct of Sanborn. 

It is understood that the Belgian sub- 
sidiary representing a U. S. investment 
of US$1.25 million will be staffed en- 
tirely by factory-trained Belgian engi- 
neers, 
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German Chemical Industry Gains 


West German sales of chemical products, including chemical fibers, 
increased 9.5 percent in 1956 to 14,661,352,000 German marks, an 
expansion rate about equal to that of foreign countries competing with 
West Germany in the world market, according to the U. S. Consulate 
General at Duesseldorf (4.2 German marks=US$1). 


The production index (1950=100) rose 
by 9.8 percent to 196.2. Heavy chemicals 
production was expanded, thus certain 
shortages in previous years were elimi- 
nated. Industrial chemical capacity ex- 
pansions accounted for much of the in- 
dustry’s investments for the year, 


Inorganic industrial chemicals produc- 
tion advanced by 6 percent, organic 
chemicals by 10 percent. Coal tar and 
its derivatives had a good market in 
aggregate, but sales of some coal-tar 
ee showed a marked decline in 
956, especially in the export sector. 


Sales of pharmaceuticals advanced by 
13.5 percent, accounting for some 9 per- 
cent of total chemicals sales. 

Nitrogenous and phosphoric fertilizers 
production advanced by 6.1 and 8.4 per- 
cent, respectively. Unfavorable weather 
conditions in the-spring of 1956 reduced 
fertilizer consumption, particularly the 
phosphorus and potash types. 

Soaps and detergents output declined 
two points on the 1956 production index 
to 84. Capacities were in surplus and 
full liberalization of soap and detergents 
imports by the West German Govern- 
ment at the end of 1956 made the out- 
look for domestic producers even gloom- 
jer. 

Consumption of cosmetics responded 
to growing purchasing power in West 
Germany, registering a 17-percent in- 
crease in the value of production to 
382,578,000 marks. The high-quality cos- 
metic products sold especially well. Pho- 
tochemicals also benefited from con- 
sumer prosperity; the value of produc- 
tion increased by 9 percent to 265.7 mil- 
lion marks, 

Lacquers production was 345,432 tons, 
11 percent higher than in 1955. 

Prices of chemical products advanced 
very slightly during the year, and re- 
mained substantially below industrial 
products as a whole on the producers’ 
price index. 

Costs, however, rose substantially. 
Coal, of which the chemical industry is 
a huge consumer, advanced by 12 per- 
cent on the domestic producers’ price 
index, and the shortage of domestic coal 
necessitated the use of 900,000 tons of 
still more costly U. S. coal. High coal 
costs resulted in increased fuel-oil con- 
sumption by the industry, estimated to 
have been as high as 500,000 tons in 
1956 in spite of the Suez crisis. 

Export sales of the industry, including 
plastics and chemical fibers, increased 
by approximately 15 percent to 3.9 bil- 
lion marks in 1956, greatly exceeding 
the growth rate for total chemicals 





sales. Organic chemicals were the big- 
gest item of export, followed at a dis- 
tance by fertilizers and inorganic chem- 
icals. A slight shift took place in the 
distribution of exports in favor of West- 
ern Europe, already the principal area 
of export. 

Imports, including plastics and chemi- 
cal fibers, increased by 10.7 percent to 
1.34 billion marks, leaving West Ger- 
many a substantial net exporter, The 

(Continued on page 34) 





W. German Imports of 
U. S. Textiles Lag 


Imports of textiles into the Federal 
Republic of Germany under quotas an- 
nounced in March have not met expec- 
tations, according to the German eco- 
nomic press. 

The Federal German Ministry of Eco- 
nomics announced in the middle of 
March the opening of quotas with un- 
specified value* limits for imports of 
textiles of all kinds, clothing and shoes 
(see Foreign Commerce Weekly, April 
1, p. 9).. The unpublished quota limita- 
tion for clothing imports from the dollar 
area was 120 million German marks, the 
press reported (4.2 German marks= 
US$1). Only 7 million marks’ worth of 
import licenses had been applied for as 
of April 30, however. 

Possible reasons for the meager re- 
sponse to these import possibilities 
were, according to the German press, 
the desire of U. S. manufacturers for 
long-term arrangements; uncertainty on 
the part of German importers as to the 
kind of U. S. goods which would be 
salable on the German market; and 
the routine announcement of a smaller 
import quota for textiles and clothing, 
which preceded this one by only a short 
time (Foreign Commerce Weekly, Feb- 
ruary 25, p. 8). 

On the other hand, the press reported, 
applications to import textiles and cloth- 
ing from Japan and licenses granted 
exceed the unpublished quota—40 mil- 
lion marks—for Japan by 28. million 
marks. Imports of Japanese cotton and 
cellulose woven goods, however, which 
had been viewed with concern by the 
German textile industry, are hampered 
because Japanese exporters are having 
difficulty in meeting the stipulated deliv- 
ery period of 6. months, which is gen- 
erally considered as too short for over- 
sea shipments.—U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 
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HongKong Imports More Photo Items 


Hong Kong imports of photographic products, including exposed 
motion-picture film, in 1956 were valued at HK$34,070,421, about 17 
percent higher than 1955 imports of HK$29,112,652, according to the 
Business and Defenses Services Administration, U. S. Department of 


Commerce. 


Photographie and motion-picture ap- 
paratus and appliances including cam- 
eras, the leading import items, were val- 
ued at HK$17,950,714 in 1956, compared 
with HK$13,644,551 in 1955. West Ger- 
many, the United States, and Japan 
were the principal suppliers (HK$1= 
US$0.17 in 1956, approximately). 

Film — other than motion-picture — 
plates, and photographic paper amount- 
ed to HK$7,405,094, compared with 
HK$7,190,564 in 1955. The United States 
furnished 34.9 percent of these imports, 
the United Kingdom, 28.2 percent, and 
West Germany, 17.3 percent. 

Imports of unexposed motion-picture 
film totaled HK$4,734,766, an 8.6 percent 
decrease from the amount of HK$5,179,- 
698 in 1955. The United States supplied 





52.1 percent of the total 1956 imports 
and 43.9 percent in 1955, Purchases from 
Canada, Belgium, and West Germany 
declined 14.2, 18.5, and 49.7 percent, 
respectively. 

Exposed motion-picture film imports 
were valued at HK$3,979,847, or 28.5 
percent greater than 1955 purchases. 
The United States, Japan, and the 
United Kingdom were principal suppli- 
ers. Although imports from the United 
States declined about 5 percent, those 
from Japan and the United Kingdom 
rose 64 percent and 112 percent, respec- 
tively. 

Details of Hong Kong imports of pho- 
tographic products in 1955 and 1956 are 
shown in the accompanying table. 


Hong Kong Imports of Photographic Products, 
1955 and 1956 


{In Hong Kong dollars] 


Photographic and motion-picture 


apparatus and appliances including cameras: 










































































. 1955 1956 
West Germany . 7,931,566 9,258,447 
United suse ° 2,257,159 3,109,129 
SE dks weewtuan 1,552,941 2,963,719 
Switzerland | —— 730,682 845,764 
United Kingdom 58,728 609,618 
Ey > Si Mihai tilt aaieclidiecndinadhtattbdaatnetineesinbteviintbeickssansonssetiliiensinciennene 156,610 392,318 
ST Se ee __ 656,865 771,719 
Total ialleieiceldciadeinieoadiartiabiadasddetatmaareganvutensicinennnnentinanenannen 13,644,551 17,950,714 
Film other than motion-picture, plates 
and paper 
United States .. 2,129,285 2,584,213 
United. Kingdom 2,696,567 2,090,011 
West Germany crccccccccrcecceeseres 2,069,963 1,279,067 
NIL dicentntedieeniinmcmaisiail 220,741 918,063 
her . 74,008 _533,740 
BOOS | dtraiennninninngrcentnnnscs 7,190,564 7,405,094 
Motion-picture film, semen 
United States .......... 2,373,990 2,467,156 
Canada : 792,950 680,400 
Belgium ............ te ; het ice Rie Bt 729,188 593,935 
RS SRE 2 EE RSE SERS — EE ee ee 1,021,034 513,758 
Other ...... 262,537 _ 479, 517 
a eee - 5, 179,699 4,734, 766 
Motion-picture film, smbeenti 
— States ........ 1,140,291 1,082,191 
("Ser See 613,346 1,005,704 
United Kingdom 319,891 78,116 
Malaya 294,318 345,601 
Other _ 729,992 __ 868,235 
; ee - — 3,097, 838 39 979,847 
Grand total 29, 112, 653 34,070,421 





New Plant Proposed for Iraq 


A Swiss firm has been selected to 
act as consultants for a proposed fer- 
tilizer plant at Basra, Iraq, according 
to the U. S. Embassy at Baghdad. 

The plant will be designed to produce 
250,000 tons of ammonium sulfate an- 
nually to be extracted from natural 
gas. Cost of the plant has been esti- 
mated at $22.4 million: 

The firm also will study export pos- 
sibilities for the product. 
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Kenya Increases Tea Output 


Kenya’s total production of tea in 
1956 is estimated at 22 million pounds, 
compared with 19 million pounds in 
1955, according to the U. S. Consulate 
General at Nairobi. 

Acreage in the Nyanza Province, the 
principal tea area, is increasing steadily, 
having gone from 21,803 acres in 1954 


to 23,303 acres in 1955. An additional 
2,300 acres were planted in 1956, 


—; 


W. German Building 
Hits Postwar Recoil 


Construction volume in West Ge 
many increased again in 1956 to a new 
postwar record of over 24 billion Gey. 
man marks. 

Completed dwellings totaled 561,00), 
up almost 7 percent compared with 
slightly over 540,000 in each of the ? 
preceding years, an increase of about 


11 percent in 1955, according to the 
U. S. Embassy in Bonn. 


Development of construction activity 
in 1956 can be seen best in the quar 
terly rates of increase over the eor. 
responding periods of 1955. This rate 
amounted to over 19 percent in the first 
quarter, mainly as a result of the ree 
ord carryover of 390,000 uncompleted 
housing units and the early placement 
of orders for road construction, but it 
declined excessively to only one per 
cent in the last qu&rter of 1956, 


The increase in total construction vol- 
ume, achieved mainly in the first half 
of 1956, was attributed primarily to 
more public and industrial-commercial 
construction activity. In each of th 
two sectors the volume was about 13 
percent higher than in 1955. Since resi- 
dential construction increased propor 
tionately less, its share in total con 
struction volume continued to decline 
from a peak of almost 52 percent in 
1954 to approximately 48 percent in 
1956. 





German Chemical ... 


(Continued from page $3) 


United States share of West German 
imports was 24.9 percent. 


New facilities developments featured 
petrochemicals capacity extentions, An 
extensive program of oil refinery and 
pipeline construction was undertaken, 
and a synthetic rubber plant of 45,00 
tons annual capacity was begun. Als 
large-scale investments were made i 
coal-chemicals facilities, including tar 
distillation plants, a large pitch cokery, 
and expanded production facilities for 
benzol and phenol. 


Automation progressed some, but the 
application of automatic controls t 
chemical production, already achieved 
in the most modern West Germal 
plants, is considered by some producef 
to be the economic optimum for some 
time to come. 

Detailed information and statistics 
developments in the chemical industry 
in West Germany in 1956 are containei 
in U. S. Consulate General Dispatch No 
145, April 16, 1957, Duesseldorf. Inter 
ested firms may obtain a loan copy @ 
the dispatch from the Trade Develop 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com 
merce, U, 8S. Department of Commerc, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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§. African Output of 
Oilseed Products Up 


Production of oilseed products in the 
Union of South Africa has increased 
steadily since the 1955-56 season; ex- 

, however have fluctuated, accord- 
ing to the U.S. Embassy at Pretoria. 


Production of shelled peanuts has 
been estmated at 157,200 short tons 
for the crop year ending April 30, 1957, 
cmpared with 137,377 short tons for 
1955-56 with an outlook of 170,000 short 
tons for the 1957-58 season. 


Exports of peanuts and peanut oil in 
the 1956-57 season are estimated at 
9,485 short tons, compared with 92,389 
short tons in the preceding season, with 
a forecast of 120,000 short tons for the 
1957-58 season. 

Production of sunflower seed also 
shows a steady upward trend. Output 
for the year ending April 30, 1957 is 
estimated at 70,500 short tons; for the 
1955-56 season, 57,794 short tons; 1954- 
5§ season, 56,377 short tons. Outlook 
for 1957-58 indicates a crop of 80,000 
short tons. 

Exports of sunflower seed declined 
from. 9,001 short tons in 1954-55 to 
1086 short tons in 1955-56 because of 
greater domestic use. About 1,120 short 
tons of the 1956-57 crop will be ex- 
ported. 

As a result of growing demand for 
castor ail overseas, production of cas- 
tor beans in South Africa is showing 
an upward trend. In the 1956-57 sea- 
son, about 22,000 morgen (1 morgen= 
21164 acres) were planted to castor 
beans with an estimated yield of 14,000 
short tons. The local market for cas- 
tor beans is about 1,000 tons annually, 
thus the bulk of the crop is for the ex- 
port market. 


India Produces Smaller 
Quantity of Lac in 1956 


Indian lac production in 1956 
amounted to 1,214,000 maunds, down 
slightly from the 1,248,000 maunds in 
1955 (1 maund=82 2/7 pounds). 

Exports of lacs diminished by 10 per- 

cent in quantity and 22 percent in value 
from the 1955 levels. While exports to 
the leading markets, such as’ the United 
States, United Kingdom, West Ger- 
Many, Australia, and Japan, showed no- 
ticeable decreases, those to the U.S.S.R., 
Brazil, and Argentina revealed substan- 
tial gains, Exports to Italy were slight- 
ly higher quantitatively but lower by 
value. 
Despite the drop in exports to the Unit- 
ed States, it continued to be the lead- 
ing market for Indian lac, Increasing 
Competition from Thailand and the 
emergence of synthetic resins in the 
United States were partly responsible 
for the decline.—-U. S, Consulate, Cal- 
cutta, 


June 10, 1957 





Mexico Acts To Expand 
Coffee Exports 


A commercial mission of coffee 
exporters left Mexico for 
to carry out negotiations with im- 
porters of coffee in Italy and Ger- 
many for the purpose of expand- 
ing the market for Mexican coffee 
in that Continent, according to 
the National Union of Coffee 
Growers of Mexico. 

Coffee exports to Europe repre- 
sent approximately 16 percent of 
the total volume, but this pro- 
portion could be _ expanded 
through the establishment of di- 
rect contact between buyers and 
sellers, the delegation’s president 
declared. 











Trinidad Oil Output 
Advances 16 Percent 


Trinidad’s petroleum production in 
1956 increased more than 16 percent, 
totaling 28.9 million barrels for the 
year, and new production records are 
anticipated in 1957 by both industry and 
governmental sources, according to the 
U. 8S. Consulate General at Port of 
Spain. 

On-shore exploration prospects are 
such that the bulk of drilling effort 
has been devoted primarily to develop- 
ment and extension of known fields. The 
225 wells put into production in 1956 
brought the year end total of such wells 
to 2,924. 

Marine oil mining licenses at the 
year’s end encompassed over a million 
acres. The second marine producing well 
was discovered in 1956—the first in 1955. 
These two, known as Soldado 1 and 2, 
are expected to be put into production 
in 1957-58. Nine deviated off-shore wells 
have been producing at a daily 200- 
barrel rate per well. 

Throughput rose to 48.2 million bar- 
rels, an increase of nearly 25 percent. 
Appreciable increases in aviation gas— 
15.6 percent, gas-diesel oil—21 percent, 
and fuel oil—13.2 percent, were noted. 
This production was achieved by im- 
porting 18.29 million barrels of crude 
and the employment of Trinidad’s full 
refining capacity, estimated at 125,000 
barrels a day. No expansion of refining 
capacity is planned for 1957. 





The introduction of rainbow trout in 
Afghanistan is a project of the Ministry 
of Agriculture of that country. Rainbow 
trout spawn, which were imported from 
the United States and reared at Pagh- 
man, have resulted in a yield of a large 
number of fingerlings. 


COMMODITY NEWS 


Market for U. S. Pumps 
May Develop in Iran 


Iranian importers have expressed an 
interest in representing U. S. firms in 
the sale of mechanical pumps for ir- 
rigation purposes, according to the U. 3S. 
Embassy in Tehran. 

U. S. farm machinery is generally 
preferred to that obtained elsewhere, 
according to the [Iranian importers, thus 
pump demands appear to be on the in- 
crease. Customs regulations provide for 
free entry of pumps above 3-inch ca- 
pacity if accompanied by motors. 

In view of the number of wells still 
furnishing water by use of animals and 
primitive wheels and cowhide bags, and 
of the large areas in which water is 
believed to be available at 20 to 40 
meters’ depth, a market for a substan- 
tial number of irrigation pumps—most 
of which would be rather small—may 
develop over the next few years. 


Imports of mechanical pumps for 
deep wells as well as other motor pumps 
having an inside tube diameter of not 
less than 3 inches amounted to about 
225 tons, valued at about $368,000 in 
the Iranian year 1334—March 1955-56. 

A high percentage of irrigation in 
Iran has been done with underground 
water and until fairly recently, no 
water was lifted from wells where the 
depth to water has been more than 
about 15 meters. 


Province of Fars Alitad 

Although irrigation wells are scat- 
tered throughout the country, installa- 
tion of pumps in the Province of Fars 
has advanced much more rapidly than 
in most of Iran. This progress is at- 
tributed largely to the existence of 
large areas of land in which water is 
close to the surface and to the initiative 
of certain people in demonstrating the 
value of irrigation from wells by means 
of mechanical pumps. Currently, about 
1000 mechanical pumps are in use in the 
Province of Fars, all of which have 
been installed since 1951. About 300 
have been sold reportedly in the past 
3 years by one company. 

Firms seeking to explore possibilities 
for marketing pumps in Iran may wish 
to consult the trade lists entitled, 
“Machinery Importers and Distributors 
—Iran,” and “Electrical Supplies and 
Equipment Importers and Dealers— 
Iran,” available from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, Washington at $2 a list. 

Iranian importers usually expect sight 
draft terms. The Agricultural Bank 
has furnished some credit for the pur- 
chase of pumps, and it is likely that ad- 
ditional credit will be available. Consid- 
eration also should be given to spare 
why and service facilities required to 

eep the pump in good working order. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





U.S. Helps Israel in:. 
Educational Projects - 


The United States will assist Israel 
in developing educational and profes- 
sional programs in business administra- 
tion, industrial management, and execu- 
tive management training, the Interna- 
tional Cooperation Administration (ICA) 
has announced. 

The 3-year project will be carried out 
under contracts between New York Uni- 
versity on one hand and Hebrew Uni- 
versity in Jerusalem and the Univer- 
sity of Technology (Technion) at Haifa, 
on the other, 


As part of the U. S. program of 
technical cooperation with Israel, ICA 
will defray’ the estimated $1.2 million 
U. S. portion of the total NYU con- 
tracts costs. Israel will finance local 
requirements of the NYU team in that 
country. 

Under terms of the agreements, NYU 
will send a staff of professors and spe- 
cialists to Israel and bring participants 
from that country to the United States 
for study at NYU. 

A business administration program 
will be introduced this fall at the 
Eliezer Kaplan School of Economics 
and Social Sciences, Hebrew University. 
Two NYU faculty members, one an ac- 
counting specialist and one a manage- 
ment specialist, will organize and as- 
sist on this project. 

Hebrew University will send 3 of its 
most promising graduates to NYU for 
graduate study each.year during the 
3-year period. After completing their 
studies they will return to Hebrew Uni- 
versity as members of its teaching and 
research staff. 

A graduate program in industrial 
management will be developed at the 
Technion by two specialists from NYU. 
The Technion will send two members 
of its staff NYU each year for graduate 
study and program training. 

An executive management training 
program, keyed to the industrial econ- 
omy of Israel, also will be organized. 
This is to be done by a group of four 
experts in the fields of organization 
and financial management control, pro- 
ductivity and quality control, personnel 


management and industrial relations, 
and marketing for foreign trade. 


To acquaint Israeli managers with 


_ -<American management training, 20 such 


Israelis will visit the U. S. each year. 

The project grew out of requests 
from the Israeli Government for assist- 
ance in these three fields. 


Public Hearings Set 
On Thermometer Imports 


Public hearings will be held on Sep- 
tember 4 by the Tariff Commission on 
imports of clinical thermometers. 

This action is in connection with the 
investigation the Commission instituted 
on May 29 upon the application of the 
American Clinical Thermometer Guild, 
Inc., of New York City, for “escape 
clause” action, on the ground of serious 
injury to the domestic industry from 
increasing imports under the trade 
agreement reduction in duty. 


CCC Export List Expanded 


Flaxseed and new-crop milled rice 
have been added to the list of Com- 
modity Credit Corporation holdings that 
are to be available in June for export 
through commercial channels at prices 
reflecting world levels. 








ICA Assists Thailand 


In Economic Plans 


Thailand has received a loan from the 
VU. S. of $1 million equivalent in Thai 
currency to be used for economic de 
velopment projects, the International 
Cooperation Administration (ICA) has 
announced, 


The loan was made from funds paid 
by Thailand to the United States for 
purchases of surplus agricultural prod- 
ucts under terms of Public Law 480, 
Thailand has bought $2 million worth 
of leaf tobacco and $500,000 worth of 
milk products under this law in the 
last 2 years, paying in Thai currency, 

This is the first loan made to Thai- 
land from the proceeds of her purchases 
under Public Law 480. However, last 
year (fiscal 1956) Thailand signed a 
loan agreement to repay, either in her 
our currency or in dollars, over a 40- 
year period, $10 million of the $35 mil- 
lion of assistance extended to her that 
year by the ICA, 

The loan will be made available in 
Thailand through the procedures of the 
ICA for economic development projects 
and will be coordinated with the ICA as- 
sistance program, which amounts to 
about $35 million this year. 
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